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Tree canopy outcome: what is our goal?

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the 
Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to…

Continually increase urban tree canopy capacity 
to provide air quality, water quality and habitat 
benefits throughout the watershed. Expand urban 
tree canopy by 2,400 acres by 2025.

Goal: Vital Habitats
Outcome: Tree Canopy



It’s not just about planting…

We track Tree Canopy progress in two ways:
1) States report three urban tree planting BMPs annually for TMDL
2) Long term progress analyzed through high resolution Land Cover/Land Use updates 



How are we doing?

2400 acre goal

8300 acres planted

New Plantings
Land Cover Change 

Detected from  Imagery



https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/ 

https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/


County Fact Sheets now available…(municipal coming later in 2023) 







Additional Resources



Additional Resources



Successes

(FY22 GIT-Funded)

Tree Canopy Funding & Policy Roundtable

Roundtable Outcomes:

▪Equip local and state governments to advance coordinated solution pathways to 
expand urban tree canopy in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

▪Identify suite of strategies and specific actions (funding, policy, programmatic) to 
advance tree goals
▪Develop action plans in each Bay Jurisdiction

Accelerate equitable, climate-resilient tree canopy 
implementation across the watershed

Virtual: March 13-14
Agenda, slides and 
recordings coming will be 
shared soon!



Questions & Discussion

● Ideas for getting the Fact Sheets, Resources & Data out and in use by local governments?

● Input on local/state tree canopy funding, policy, or programmatic needs?

Thank you!
Follow up:
Julie Mawhorter, julie.Mawhorter@usda.gov


