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Quick Facts 
• 55 Schools 
• 4.1 million square feet of operation 
• 9 Municipalities 
• 3 Counties 
• 27,000 students and 4,000 staff 
• $300 Million Bond (2006), $576.5 Million Bond (passed 2014) 
• 1,908,288 Meals prepared annually 

 

http://www.bvsd.org/


Agenda 
• Why Sustainability? 
• Sustainability Management System (SMS) 
• Progress Highlights 
• Challenges 
• Reflection 

 



Why Sustainability? 
  Education 
Economics 
  Community Expectations 
    It’s the Right Thing to Do  
 Leadership Role 
    Health 



SustainableEnergyPlan 

BACKGROUND 

2009 SMS 

2012 Progress 

2013 SEP 

2015 SMS Update 





Process: Boulder Valley School District  

SMS Framework: 
•Long-term “Stretch Goals” 
•3-5 Year Goals  
•Metrics to Measure Progress 
•Annual Actions 

SMS Development Process: 
Baseline Inventory 
Benchmarking 
Interviews with Key Staff 
Focused Building Assessments 
Vision Statement and Strategies 

Engineering Sustainable Change 



Vision 
“The Boulder Valley School District is 

committed to becoming a leader in 
environmental sustainability by creating 
healthy learning environments while 
providing students with the skills to 
address the systemic challenges faced 
by the world in this century.” 







Buildings  
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EUI Trending 
 

PROGRESS 

SMS 5-year target met 
early! 

Behavioral Change √ 
Efficient Design of Bond Projects √ 
Efficient Capital Reserve Projects √ 

Energy Efficient Maintenance Efforts √ 



SustainableEnergyPlan 

GOALS 

FY2019 Average Energy Use Intensity     20%   
 
 

69 kBTU/sf 
BASELINE 

 5-year GOAL 55.2 
U/sf 

ZERO NET ENERGY/ 
ZNE CAPABLE 



SustainableEnergyPlan 

PROGRESS 
2008: Sustainablity Coordinator Hired 

2009: PM of Energy Systems Hired  

2012: Systems Analyst   

Education 

Utility Manager Software 

Re-commissioning Projects 

Lighting Upgrades 

IT computer management 

School Energy Competitions 

Significantly increased renewable energy 

Vacation Shutdown Policies  

New Lower Solar Time-of-Use Electric Rates 

Preventative Maintenance Efforts 

Energy Efficient 2006 Bond Construction 
 
 



Buildings 



Materials 



Materials 



Transportation 



Transportation 





Education 



Education 



Green Graduation 



Climate 





Health 



Grant Funding 



Thank you Boulder Rotary! 



Partners 
• Alliance for Climate Education (ACE) 
• American Lung Association (CASEO) 
• Boulder County 
• Boulder Rotary 
• Cal-Wood Education Center 
• Center for Resource Conservation 
• Cities of Boulder, Lafayette, Louisville, 

Broomfield and Nederland 
• Colorado Association of School District 

Energy Managers 
• CottonWood Institute 
• Eco-Cycle 

 
 

 
 

• Get Outdoors Colorado 
• Governor’s Energy Office 
• Growe Foundation 
• Impact on Education 
• Safe Routes to School 
• Thorne Nature Experience 
• University of Colorado, Boulder 
• United States Green Building Council, 

Colorado Chapter 
• Virco 
• Xcel Energy 
• Community members and parents 



Awards 
• 2014 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools District Awardee 
• Xcel Energy’s Efficiency Partner  
• Green Prize in Public Education from the National Environmental Education 

($10,000) 
• Youth Conservation Award from the Center for Resource Conservation 
• Award for Secondary Education from the Colorado Alliance for 

Environmental Education  
• InfoWorld’s Green 15 Award  
• President’s Environmental Youth Award from the Environmental Protection 

Agency  
• Boulderganic’s Sustainability Award  



Green Conflicts 
• Energy efficiency vs. recyclability vs. local 
• District vs. schools 
• Mandates? 
• Funding and budgets: now vs. later 
• New technologies vs. dependability and experience 

 
 
 



Reflection 



Thank you 
 Boulder Valley School District 

Office of Sustainability 
720.561.5181 

www.bvsd.org/green 
 

http://www.bvsd.org/green
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