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“A regulatory sandbox is a space, crafted and
controlled by a regulator, designed to allow the
testing of novel products or processes to be
conducted under supervision prior to their full

entry into the marketplace.” (Government of
Canada)

https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/laws/developing-improving-federal-regulations/mode
rnizing-regulations/what-is-a-regulatory-sandbox.html



Shared features E - |
Sandbox only xemption only

Ongoing legal
carveout

Controlled testing

Available for unlimited use
(time, user type)

Cohort of applicants Time-limited

Info shared with
public

Outside regulation

Generally not monitored or
adaptable

Learning & adapting

Ex: California
CEQA exemption

Open/adaptive

) , Ex: farming under
relationship

Clean Water Act

Ex: Exempted
Fishing Permits

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cutting-Green-Tape/SERP



Sandbox Process

2

Applies to deploy
new approach with
regulatory exemption

3

Deploys approach to

1

Organization has new
approach for conservation
but regulatory barrier exists

Sandbox ensures no
excessive harm to
ecosystem and grants
requlatory exemption

4

demonstrate success in

1-4 yrs.

5

Exits sandbox and
continues project
or product

Monitors innovation and

modifies if needed

Goes through standard
regulatory approval

Regulatory exemption
continues
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How to Develop a Regulatory
Sandbox for Nature

1 3 5

|dentify where there’s Create a regulatory Develop 3-month process
willingness to develop sandbox administered for enrolling annual
solutions by senior government official. cohorts of projects.

2 4 5]

What is preventing solution Staff the new sandbox Learn, share lessons with
development? (bureaucracy, with creative, collaborative the public, improve related
regs, statutes) problem solvers. programs & policies.




d Competitive marketplace for
Innovation

1 Helps access funding

1 Lower cost to launch

1 Fail fast




