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Blue Catfish distribution in Maryland

Potomac River

Patuxent River

Upper Bay

Nanticoke River



Blue Catfish CPUE from MDDNR striped bass 

spawning stock survey
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Effort corrected catch of blue catfish on the Potomac River during the MD DNR striped bass

spawning stock survey.  CPUE is standardized as the number of fish caught per 1000 square

yards of drift gill net per hour.  Data compiled by Eric Durell (MD DNR)



Tidal Potomac River Blue Catfish Length at Capture
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2010 tidal Potomac blue catfish age distribution

from fish collected with electrofishing gear
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2010 tidal Potomac blue catfish length distribution

from fish collected with electrofishing gear
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Tidal Potomac River Blue Catfish Relative Weights
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Tidal Potomac Blue Catfish gut content

N=10 N=225

N=110
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Tidal Potomac blue catfish diet analysis

KW = 0.323, p = 0.851
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Tidal Potomac blue catfish diet analysis

KW = 4.355, p = 0.035



Blue catfish populations now occur in over 64 miles 

of the Potomac River

Highest salinity encountered during surveys- 7.06 ppt

Fewer white catfish and channel catfish observed

Impact on shad restoration project?

Impact on largemouth bass population?

Growing catfish angling community dedicated to the 

Potomac blue catfish population

Increased pressure to enact protective measures on 

blue catfish harvest, particularly large fish


