


119th Congress

• Senate – 53 Republicans/47 Democrats

• House – 220 Republicans/215 Democrats

Chesapeake Bay Watershed:

• Senate: was 11D/1R – will be 9D/3R

• House: was 19R/18D – will be same ratio

• Congressional Review Act (60 days – roughly)

• Reconciliation



Description



Senate Leadership Changes

John Thune (R-SD) – Majority Leader

• EPW Chair– Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), and likely Sheldon 
Whitehouse(D-RI), Ranking 

• Energy & Natural Resources Chair– Mike Lee (R-UT) and Martin 
Heinrich (D-NM), Ranking

• Agriculture Chair – John Boozman (R-AR) and Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) 
is likely Ranking member

• Appropriations Chair – Susan Collins (R-ME)



• ACE Act (S. 3791)
• EPA Ches. Bay 

Program
• FWS WILD
• NPS Gateways
• And non-Ches-

specific bills

118th Congress 
Legislation



118th Congress – Legislation 
Not Likely to Pass

• Chesapeake National Recreational Area
• S. 2620 reported out of ENR Committee on Nov. 19

• Chesapeake Bay Conservation Acceleration Act (Farm Bill)
• The Farm Bill will very likely be extended through Sept. 30, 2025

• Ches. Bay Science, Educ. And Ecosystem (SEEE) Act (NOAA Ches. Bay 
reauthorization)

• Congress is very likely to extend Federal Farm Bill through Sept. 30, 
2025, and to pass a Continuing Resolution (CR), rather than a final 
Omnibus bill) to temporarily fund the Federal gov’t through Feb or 
March. 



Current Funding – FY24 Appropriations 

• EPA Ches. Bay Program - $92m
o At least $10 million toward the Small Watershed Grant Program; 

o At least $10 toward the Innovative Nutrient and Sediment grants; and 

o At least $8 million to state-based implementation in the most effective basins.

• FWS Ches. WILD - $8m

• NPS Ches. Gateways - $3.027m

• USGS Ches. Sci & Monitoring - $17.485m

_____________________________________________________________________________

• FY25 funding - Congress is also very likely to extend the Farm Bill through September 30, 2025, and to pass a 
Continuing Resolution (rather than a final Omnibus bill) to temporarily fund the Federal gov’t through Feb or 
March - which will take us to Lobby Day on March 5.

• FY26 President’s Budget Request/FY26 Approps

• CCWC Chesapeake Bay Day on Capitol Hill (aka “Lobby Day”) – March 5


