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Source:
Chesapeake Forest Restoration Strategy

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/channel_files/42309/cst91_chesapeake_forest_restoration_strategy_web_508_final.pdf


Challenges & Lessons Learned

Learn more: Heat, Health & Trees Session, Chesapeake Watershed Forum; 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/24/climate/racism-redlining-cities-global-warming.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwBePIVhfwQ
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/24/climate/racism-redlining-cities-global-warming.html


Goal: Vital Habitats

Outcome: Tree Canopy
Continually increase urban tree canopy capacity 
to provide air quality, water quality and habitat 
benefits throughout the watershed. Expand 
urban tree canopy by 2,400 acres by 2025.

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to…

Relevant Photo



Tree Canopy Indicator has 2 components:
1) States report three urban tree planting BMPs annually for TMDL
2) Long term progress analyzed through CBP Land Cover updates (2022)



What is our Expected and 
Actual Progress?
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Net Gain Target: 
2400 Acres

Acres Planted: 5525* 
(MD: 4875) 

*draft data, updating soon

Loss: ?? Acres

Ph3 WIP Target:
72,230 acres



CBP Land Use/Land Cover Change:
2013/14 – 2017/18

• Valuable high-resolution data help us track tree cover gains and losses

• Preliminary (version 1) change data showed 30,000+ acres net loss of tree 
cover on developed and developing lands across the watershed

• Final data coming this Spring, in several forms:
o County Tree Cover Status & Change Fact Sheets (next step, Municipal)
o Bay-wide Status & Change Report, Story Map
o Full GIS datasets, map viewers, change data tables, etc. (Chesapeake Conservancy)







1.Tree cover includes all trees occurring on all land uses, such as individual trees found over turf, impervious, 
agricultural, wetlands, or other lands. It also includes areas of “forest,” defined in this dataset as patches of tree cover 1 
acre or greater, with a minimum patch width of 240 feet.





Coming soon…
(when data are released)



www.treeequityscore.org

http://www.treeequityscore.org/




View full module

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/channel_files/42983/module_4_-_capitalizing_on_the_benefits_of_trees.pdf


Successes – Summit 2.0 

Access here
Access here

Access here

Additional Resources for Local Governments

https://owl.cwp.org/mdocs-posts/making-your-community-forest-friendly-a-worksheet-for-review-of-municipal-codes-and-ordinances/
https://chesapeaketrees.net/category/funding/
https://chesapeaketrees.net/category/schools/


Questions?



Next steps…

Getting the word out

▪How do we get local governments using these resources?

▪What other audiences/networks should we aim to reach?

▪Other suggestions?



Next steps…

Tree Canopy Funding & Policy Roundtable Process
 2022 GIT-Funded Project, focused in Fall 2022-Spring 2023
 Invited group of state and local government leaders, watershed-wide
 Key Issues: addressing tree canopy losses; tree equity; climate resilience

 What kinds of state and local decision-makers are most critical to engage 
in the Roundtable?

 What issues or opportunities are most important to address?



Contact:
To learn more or engage with our Tree Canopy 
partnership work, please reach out!

Julie Mawhorter
julie.mawhorter@usda.gov.
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