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Purpose of Briefing 

• Bay Barometer timeline 

• Indictor updates, including new water quality standards 
indicator 

• Recommendations for indicator removals from “Track the 
Progress” section of ChesapeakeBay.net 



Background 

• CBP Indicators:  

– approved by MB 

– available from “Track the Progress” section of 
www.ChesapeakeBay.net 

• Bay Barometer:  

– CBP partnership’s annual health & restoration assessment 
of Bay and its watershed; approved by MB 

– Last year’s BB: 

• synthesis of data posted on website during past year 

• emphasized visual readability and clear messaging 

• brief, highly-summarized info from many CBP-approved 
indicators used to drive readers to the website 



Bay Barometer Timeline – Key Deadlines 

• 9/23/13:  MB review – comments due 9/27/13 

• 9/30/13: Updated indicator data due 
– Most indicators already updated 

– Deadline applies to hard copy report production 

– Indicators continue to be updated on the website after 
9/30/2013. 

• 10/4/13: Text/images to designer 

• 10/24/13: Final report to printer 

• 11/4/13: Report completed 

• 11/6/14: News release (tentative) 
– Even if most current information is not featured in hard copy 

report, when folks go to website they will see the most current 
information. 



New Indicators 

• To be developed to track new Agreement outcomes 

– e.g. Brook Trout 

• Completed: Achievement of Bay Water Quality Standards 

– measures progress towards achievement of WQS, fully 
consistent with how DE, DC, MD, and VA currently list their 
portion of the Bay’s tidal waters. 

– Component indicator pages (dissolved oxygen, 
clarity/underwater bay grasses, chlorophyll a) to be 
revised by end of 2013. 

 

 

 

http://www.chesapeakebay.net/indicators/indicator/blue_crab_fishery_management


Update on Current Indicators 

• What’s been updated since last BB was published? 

• What remains to be updated? 

• What else will be revised? 

• What will be replaced? 

• What’s being recommended for deletion from “Track the 
Progress” section of ChesapeakeBay.net? 

– Info on these topics will continue to be available in other 
locations of Bay.net website, per user audience interest. 

– Com WG will continue to work with STAR to ensure those 
pages refer to best science available 



Factors Impacting Bay and Watershed Health 

Pollutant s 

• Nitrogen (R) 

• Phosphorus 
(R) 

• Sediment (R) 

Land Use 

• Population 

• Forest Cover 

Natural Factors 

• River Flow 

• Green: previously reported indicator already updated 
• Black: previously reported indicator to be updated 
• Black: w/ “(R)”: previously reported indicator to be revised 



Bay Health 

Habitats & Lower 
Food Web 

• SAV- baywide 
abundance 

• abun by zone 

• density 

• Bottom Habitat 

• Tidal Wetlands 

• Phytoplankton  

Fish & Shellfish 
Abundance 

• Blue Crabs 

• American Shad 
(R)  

• Oyster Biomass 
(R) 

• Striped Bass  

• Menhaden  

Water Quality 

• WQS 
Achievement 

• Dissolved 
Oxygen (R) 

• Water Clarity 
(R) 

• Chlorophyll a 
(R) 

• Chemical 
Contaminants 

• Green: previously reported indicator already updated 
• Green w/ “(R)”: previously reported indicator  already updated; to be revised 
• Green italics: new indicator 
• Black: previously reported indicator to be updated 
• Black: w/ “(R)”: previously reported indicator to be revised or replaced with new indicator 
• Strikeout text: previously reported indicator not updated and recommended for removal from “Track the 

Progress” 



Watershed and River Health 

Health of Freshwater 
Streams 

• Health of 
Freshwater 
Streams in 
Watershed (R) 

Flow Adjusted 
Pollution Trends and 

Yield 

• Nitrogen: LT & ST 
FAC trends 

• Phosphorus: LT & 
ST FAC trends 

• Sediment: LT & ST 
FAC trends 

• N - ST Yield 

• P - ST Yield 

• S - ST Yield 

Land Cover 

• Forest Cover 

• Green w/ “(R)”: previously reported indicator already updated; to be revised 
• Black: previously reported indicator to be updated 



Restoration and Protection Efforts 

Reducing 
Pollution 

• Reducing N 
Pollution 

• Reducing P 
Pollution 

• Reducing S 
Pollution 

• Wastewater 
Treatment 
Plant 
Upgrades 

Restoring 
Habitats 

• Restoring 
Wetlands 

• Wetlands 
Enhance/ 
Rehab. 

• Reopening 
Fish Passage 

• Planting Bay 
Grasses (R) 

• Restoring 
Oyster Reefs 
(R) 

Managing 
Fisheries 

• Blue Crab 
Fishery 
Management 

Protecting 
Watersheds 

• Planting 
Forest Buffers  

• Protected 
Land 

• Developing 
Watershed 
Management 
Plans 

Fostering 
Stewardship 

• Public Access 
Sites  

• Water Trails 

• Bay 
Gateways 

• K-12 
Education (R) 

• Green: previously reported indicator already updated 
• Green w/ “(R)”: previously reported indicator already updated and revised 
• Black: previously reported indicator to be updated 
• Black: w/ “(R)”: previously reported indicator to be replaced with new indicator 
• Strikeout text: previously reported indicator not updated and recommended for removal from “Track the 

Progress” 



Requested Decision #1 

• Recommend to MB: removal of current oyster indicators 
(abundance; reef restoration) from “Track the Progress”, 
while waiting for development of replacements. 

– Oyster info will continue to be available in other locations 
of Bay.net website (due to user audience interest). 

– Com WG will continue to work with STAR to ensure those 
pages refer to best science available. 



Requested Decision #2 

• Recommend to MB removal of these indicators from 
“Track the Progress”: 
– Phytoplankton 

– Striped Bass Abundance 

– Juvenile Menhaden Abundance in MD 

– Wetlands Enhancement and Rehabilitation 

– Developing Watershed Management Plans 

– Bay Gateways Designated 

– Water Trails in the Bay Watershed 

• Per user audience interest, info will continue to be available in 
other locations of Bay.net website. 

• Com WG will continue to work with STAR to ensure those 
pages refer to best science available. 

 



• Supplemental slides in case website does not 
work properly during presentation 
















