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What is the People Cohort?
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We have a bay to clean up and protect

Why Focus on People?




18 Million People in the thershed Who:
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of people surveyed
report that being on or
near the water makes
them feel happier.

say that this makes
them want to do more
to protect it.
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Bl ST v of residents surveyed
CHESAI SoE e Want to do more to make
their creeks, rivers and
lakes healthier.

65%
agree polluted water
affects them personally.



“Lasting environmental change starts with every voice being heard.”
— Green2.0

Traditionally excluded and underrepresented demographics

are the most impacted by environmental issues.

~T5%

of Black voters polled in 2022 are worried about
climate change, with a sense of urgency to address it.

The Chesapeake Bay region is a significant settlng in African
American history, with important sites and people who have shaped
and been shaped by the region’s bay, rivers, creeks and lands.

84%

of Latino voters polled in 2021 support Bay
conservation; an overwhelming majority support
land conservation, and are concerned about
climate change, water pollution, and access to
nature and historic sites.
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of the 800 school districts in the
watershed offer students a

¢« Meaningful Watershed

i Educational Experience (MWEE),
& a prolonged program that
connects students to the natural
world and builds life skills.




\ Governance
Chesapeake Bay Q)/ N Document

Protection and CHESAPEAKE

CHESAPEAKE Restoration WATERSHED ~
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Chesapeake Bay N & AGREEMENT -
Initiative Act ki
1998 200 2014 2022

- Our authorizing
legislation, mandates, agreement, and guidance
say So!



Spectrum of Community Engagement/ Public Participation
INFORM > CONSULT - INVOLVE — * COLLABORATE — * CO-LEAD/ EMPOWER

Engaging people is crucial to meeting all
of our Bay goals and outcomes.



People are the

“Secret Sauce”
to success for the Bay

e

Cornflakecrusted Severn River rockfish with salsa verde
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