
Habitat Tracker

May 1, 2024

Where are we and where are we 
going?



Olivia Devereux
Environmental Scientist

Helen Golimowski
Watershed Data Analyst

Speakers



Purpose
● Collect data to be able to evaluate functional 

benefits of wetlands and for indicator species in 
the Watershed Agreement

● Develop a tracking tool to assess progress towards 
the 2014 Chesapeake Bay Agreement’s Vital 
Habitats Goal for the Wetland and Black Duck 
Outcome
○ Brook Trout Outcome in development

● Includes tidal and nontidal areas of the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed

● Projects that include impacts on new and existing 
wetlands and habitat appropriate for indicator 
species in natural, urban, and agricultural areas

● Data provided by direct communication with 
entities such as:
○ Ducks Unlimited and The Nature 

Conservancy
○ Chesapeake Bay watershed jurisdictions
○ Federal partners



Data Analyses to Assess Functional 
Benefits ● People access and environmental 

education
● Proximity of communities of various 

races, genders, ethnicities, sexual 
identities, socioeconomic statuses, and 
ages

● Rate of wetland loss
● Wetland areas at risk of development
● Type of land adjacent, e.g.: farmland, 

percent imperviousness, pasture
● Recurrence of flooding on adjacent 

lands
● Tidal vs. Nontidal









Wetland and Black Duck Acres Report
● Projects that have any positive impact on 

Black Ducks are summarized in the Wetland 
and Black Duck Acres Report

● Wetland type and acreage is reported, as 
well as the pre- and post-project land use

● If presence of black ducks have been 
reported, this is noted in the ‘Presence of 
Black Duck’ column

● Note: We are capturing the entire acreage of 
projects that impact wetlands, not just the 
new acres of wetlands 
Ex. See rows where pre- and post-project 
land use is ‘Wetlands’



What people are saying about Habitat 
Tracker
● “It will be nice to see all the co-benefits that come out of this 

database.” 
● The user interface will be very helpful to users who just have a 

few annual projects. 
● It is great that there is a place to track and report voluntary 

wetland projects.



Conclusions
● The Habitat Tracker is a data collection system for evaluating 

progress toward the Watershed Agreement Vital Habitat’s Goals 
and Outcomes

● Persistent effort is required to elicit data
● Ultimately, tracking and analyses can help incentivize goals and 

show the impact of habitat preservation and restoration
● Flexibility of data collection and tracking allows for multiple 

data analyses to be conducted to assess an array of wetland and 
living resource functions


