
After this session, you will be able to: 
 

 identify the elements of  a green, healthy, 
sustainable school, and, 
 

 identify models from states and districts who 
have created plans or policies for the 
elements of a green, healthy, and sustainable 
school. 



 
 What makes a schools sustainable? 
 What are benefits of sustainable schools? 
 What does implementation look like? 
 What are national and local models? 
 



Sustainable Schools: Continually increase the number of schools 
in the region that reduce the impact of their buildings and 
grounds on their local watershed, environment and human 
health through best practices, including student-led protection 
and restoration projects. 

 



4,300 public and 
charter schools 
 
Over 3 million 
students 
 
Tens of thousands of 
buildings and acres 





Green Energy 

Stormwater management 

Butterfield Elementary, Libertyville, IL 
Yelm High School, Yelm, WA 



Student Composting 

Farm to school and 
schoolyard gardens 

Chicago Public Schools 

Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food and Agriculture-
Alexandria VA 



Wildlife habitat 

Reforestation 

USFWS Schoolyard Habitat Program 
in Connecticut 

Tree to School: Planting Heritage Fruit Orchards in 
Southwest Colorado 



Outdoor Learning Spaces 

Environmental Literacy  

St. Paul Elementary School’s Outdoor Classroom, 
Beaconsfield, QC 

NatureBridge Lab in CA 



Steps to School IPM Program, Unv. of WY 





School building, grounds, and operations reduce 
environmental impact and costs 
 
Improves the health and wellness of students, 
staff, and the surrounding community 
 
Provides environmental education to all students 
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