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Invasive Catfish Occurrences in Delaware

State Record 36lbs 3.2oz, upper Nanticoke River, Seaford, DE

Flathead Catfish

DE River Drainage – 1 confirmed report (2010)

Private Pond – illegal stocking (2015)

Blue Catfish

DE River Drainage- 2 confirmed reports (2013, 2015)

Choptank River Drainage – 1st observed in 2015 

Nanticoke River Drainage- reports began in 2015



Gear Type and Trends

River
# Commercial 

Watermen
Gear Type

2017 Catfish
Landings 

(lbs.)

Nanticoke River 3
Hoop Net

Drift Gill Net
Hook and Line

10,580

Delaware River 2 Hook and Line 523

• Division of Fish and Wildlife: data on invasive 
catfish is incidental to other sampling efforts

• Commercial Fishery:  landings are mandatory 
but catfish are not parsed by species and not 
always the target

• Recreational Anglers: hook & line catch reports 
are random

7 DE Admin Code §3545: Invasive Finfish
 First Offense: $25 - $100
 Subsequent Offenses (within 2 years of first offense): $100 - $500 


