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CAC Name Change - Principals’ Staff Committee Meeting
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To provide the leadership of the Chesapeake Bay Program with 
informed, broad based stakeholders’ perspectives on progress 

and approaches to meet the Agreement Goals.

Citizens Advisory Committee Role
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● Change our committee’s name to Stakeholders’ Advisory 
Committee

● Definition of “stakeholder,” from Cambridge Dictionary: “a 
person such as an employee, customer, or citizen who is 
involved with an organization, society, etc. and therefore has 
responsibilities toward it and an interest in its success”

The Proposed Change
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● CAC has held leadership and accountability roles in the 
Program’s Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Justice work.

● CAC’s own membership has significantly diversified racially, 
culturally, geographically, and generationally in the past 
several years.

● With urging from the Stewardship Work Group, the Executive
Council accepted revisions to the Watershed Agreement in 
2022, removing or replacing the word “citizen.”

● As the Program evolves beyond 2025, we expect a broader
understanding of public involvement and the need to include 
a wider diversity of voices in our work.

Why we Request This Change
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● CAC members discussed this change over the course of a year 
and reached consensus in December 2022.

● The Executive Council must approved the new name before it 
can be officially adopted.

● CAC requests that this topic be included as an item in the 
Executive Council annual meeting in October 2023.

The Process
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● Jess Blackburn, Coordinator: 
jblackburn@allianceforthebay.org

● Julie Patton Lawson, Chair: 
Lawson.Julie@gmail.com

Questions?
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Thank you!      
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