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Tom O’Connell (Chair, USGS) and 
Branson Williams (Vice-Chair, MD 

DNR)

Scientific Leadership and Coordination

Research Prioritization and Implementation

Development and Application of Scientific Tools

Collaborative Partnerships

Information for Public Outreach and Engagement

Adaptive Management and Decision Support



• Science and Management Group Engagement
• Chair reaching out and having one-on-one meetings to understand 

priority science and management needs
• Scheduling first meeting in May/June 2025

• High Priority Focus Areas
• Data sharing
• Collaborations
• Population projection modeling
• Ecological and socio-economic impact
• Population control strategies
• Science to inform alternative market development

• Funding Opportunities
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