Chesapeake Bay
Awareness Week



Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week is a time to
celebrate the cultures, history and natural heauty
of the nation’s largest estuary




History

e In 2016, the Chesapeake Bay Commission designated nine days each
June as Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week.
o Inthe past, the nine days started with the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation’s Clean the Bay Day and ended with Bernie Fowler’s

Wade-In.
o This year, the event dates will shift as the wade-in occurs after

CBF’s Clean the Bay Day
e Promote the event through social media and in-person events
o Serves the dual purpose of showcasing the amazing success
stories, achievements and resources of the Bay while also
encouraging people to get outside and get involved.




2025: The Bay In Your Backyard

e June/-June 15,2025
e Theme: The Bay In Your Backyard
o Each day, we'll be highlighting our local waterways while celebrating the
natural, cultural and historical aspects that make them unique.
e Primary Subthemes: Wonders of the Bay, Protectors of the Bay
e Daily subthemes!
o Native species, invasive species, recreation, community figures, history,
etc.
o Emphasis on
m Broad appeal to many audiences
m Benefits of conservation & restoration
e Graphics and maps!




Past Themes

e 2024: Unsung Heroes
o Primary subthemes: Habitat Heroes, Tide Turners

o Daily themes: Kicking off Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week, Highlighting
science, data and reports, Ecosystem Benefits, Regions/Individual Watersheds,
Ecosystem Engineers, Land Conservation, Tree Canopy Cover, Indigenous
Stewards, Highlighting Individuals/Wrap-Up

2023: Chesapeake Journeys
2022: Restoration Brings Results
2021: Recreation

2020: Tributaries




Events

Post your event on the Chesapeake Bay Program
calendar

The types of events we post include:
+ Volunteer events (cleanups, invasive species removals, plantings, etc.)
* Tree or plant giveaways
» Nature walks, hikes, geocaching
+ Boat, canceing and kayaking trips
+ Environmental workshops (composting, gardening, native plants, rain barrels, etc.)
+ Environmental art events

We reserve the right to not post events that don't fit these categories
Submit your event by filling out the information below.
Email *

Valid ema

This form is collecting emails. Change settings

Event name *

Short answer text

Time of event *

Time

Chesapeake Bay Program

Science. Restoration. Partnership,

Discoverthe Chesapaake  Leamthelssues  State of the Chesapeake

InthaNews ~ WhoWsAre  WhatWaDo.
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Social media toolkit
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Social media holidays

e National Trails Day: June 7th
e World Oceans Day: June 8th
e Global Wind Day: June 15th




HOW AM | CONNECTED
TO THE CHESAPEAKE BAY?

—_—
Chesapeake Bay

THE SUSQUEHANNA
REGION

* The Susquehanna River flows from Cooper-
stown, N.Y., through Pennsylvania to Havre de
Grace, Md. and the Bay—a 444 mile journey.

* The Susqueh River is the Chesapeak
Bay's largest tributary, providing 50 percent
of the fresh water that flows into the Bay.

= The Susquehanna River sends about 19
million gallons of water per minute into the
Chesapeake Bay.
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HOW AM | CONNECTED
TO THE CHESAPEAKE BAY?

* The Chesopeake Bay watershed includes
206 counties covering parts of six states and
D.C. Each local community plays o part in the
health of local rivers and the Bay.

* Hundreds of thousands of creeks, streams
and rivers thread through the Chesapeake
Bay region. These tributaries send fresh water
to the Bay, offer vital habitat and provide
people with opportunities to fish, boat and
swim.
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THE PATUXENT
REGION

* The Patuxent is the largest river thot lies
entirely in Maryland.

* The Patuxent River is home to more than
100 species of fish.

THE POTOMAC
REGION

* The Potomac River flows for 383 miles, from
Fairfox Stone in West Virginia to the Chesa-
peake Bay at Point Lookout, Maryland.

* The Potomac's maijor fributaries include the
Anacostia, Antietam, Cacapon, Catoctin,
Conococheague, Monocacy, North Branch,
South Branch, Occoquan, Savage, Seneca
and Shenandoah.
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THE EASTERN SHORE
REGION

« The EasternShore region is home fo the
Chester, Elk, Sassafras, Choptank, Miles,
Wye, Nanticoke, Marshyhope and Pocomoke
rivers.

» The Nanticoke River starts in Deloware and
runs for 64 miles before reaching the Chesao-
peake Bay.
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THE RAPPAHANNOCK
REGION

* Al 195 miles, the Rappahannock is
Virginia’s longest free-flowing river.

* The Rappahannock River’s major fributaries
are the Rapidian River and the Hazel River.

* As the Rappahannock River meanders
through Virginig, the landscapes of the
watershed shift from mountains to farms to
developed cities.

THE WESTERN SHORE
REGION

* The Chesapeake Bay's western shore
region includes the Patapsco River, Back River,
Severn River, South River, Magothy River and
the Baltimore Harbor, os well as major cities
like Baltimore and Annapolis.

* The Patapsco River runs for 39 miles
through Balfi and info the Ch
Bay.
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THE YORK
REGION

« The York watershed begins in the Blue Ridge
Mountains with two main tributaries, the Mat-
taponi and Pomunkey Rivers. It flows into the
Bay near Gloucester Poinl, Virginia

* The Lower York River is one of the ten ribu-
taries in the Chesapeake watershed selected
for oyster restoration. Oysters support a key
commercial fishery and filter up to 50 gallons
of woter each day.

Chesapeake Bay

THE JAMES
REGION

= The James River’s major Iribuaries include
the Appomattox, Chickahominy, Cowpasture,
Elizabeth, Hardware, Jackson, Maury,
Rivanna and Tye rivers.

* In 2019, more than 300 breeding pairs of
eagles were found along the James River. This
was once the recovery goal for the entire
watershed!
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What do we provide?

e The Chesapeake Bay Program will publish a press release and blog
post
Sample proclamation templates
Social media toolkit
Flickr gallery for relevant images
Events calendar
Support!
o Let us know if you have questions
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