
Chesapeake Bay 
Awareness Week



Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week is a time to 
celebrate the cultures, history and natural beauty 

of the nation’s largest estuary. 



History
● In 2016, the Chesapeake Bay Commission designated nine days each 

June as Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week.

○ In the past, the nine days started with the Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation’s Clean the Bay Day and ended with Bernie Fowler’s 

Wade-In.

○ This year, the event dates will shift as the wade-in occurs after 

CBF’s Clean the Bay Day

● Promote the event through social media and in-person events

○ Serves the dual purpose of showcasing the amazing success 

stories, achievements and resources of the Bay while also 

encouraging people to get outside and get involved.



2025: The Bay In Your Backyard
● June 7 - June 15, 2025

● Theme: The Bay In Your Backyard

○ Each day, we’ll be highlighting our local waterways while celebrating the 

natural, cultural and historical aspects that make them unique.

● Primary Subthemes: Wonders of the Bay, Protectors of the Bay

● Daily subthemes!

○ Native species, invasive species, recreation, community figures, history, 

etc.

○ Emphasis on

■ Broad appeal to many audiences

■ Benefits of conservation & restoration

● Graphics and maps!



Past Themes
● 2024: Unsung Heroes

○ Primary subthemes: Habitat Heroes, Tide Turners
○ Daily themes: Kicking off Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week, Highlighting 

science, data and reports, Ecosystem Benefits, Regions/Individual Watersheds, 
Ecosystem Engineers, Land Conservation, Tree Canopy Cover, Indigenous 
Stewards, Highlighting Individuals/Wrap-Up

● 2023: Chesapeake Journeys
● 2022: Restoration Brings Results
● 2021: Recreation
● 2020: Tributaries



Events



Social media toolkit



Social media holidays
● National Trails Day: June 7th

● World Oceans Day: June 8th

● Global Wind Day: June 15th



Maps



What do we provide?
● The Chesapeake Bay Program will publish a press release and blog 

post 

● Sample proclamation templates 

● Social media toolkit 

● Flickr gallery for relevant images

● Events calendar

● Support! 

○ Let us know if you have questions
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