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Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week is a time to
celebrate the cultures, history and natural beauty
of the nation’s largest estuary




History

e In 2016, the Chesapeake Bay Commission designated nine days each

June as Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week.
o In previous years, the nine days started with the Chesapeake Bay

Foundation’'s Clean the Bay Day and ended with Bernie Fowler’s

Wade-In.
o This year, the event dates will shift as the wade-in occurs after

CBF’s Clean the Bay Day
e Promote the event through social media and in-person events
o Serves the dual purpose of showcasing the amazing success
stories, achievements and resources of the Bay while also

encouraging people to get outside and get involved.




2025:

e June/-June 15, 2025
o Start off with CBF’s Clean the Bay Day
e Theme: Bay in your Backyard
o Celebrate local waterways and highlight how our communities are
connected to the watershed in many ways.
o Emphasis on:
o Broad appeal to many audiences
o Benefits of conservation & restoration
o Playing a part in the Bay's future




Past Themes

e 2024: Unsung Heroes
o Primary subthemes: Habitat Heroes, Tide Turners
2023: Chesapeake Journeys
2022: Restoration Brings Results
2021: Recreation
2020: Tributaries




Events happening during CBAW:

e (lean the Bay Day
e June 7t 2025

e Patuxent River Wade-In
e June 8t 2025

e Moreto come!




Events

Post your event on the Chesapeake Bay Program
calendar

The types of events we post include:
+ Volunteer events (cleanups, invasive species removals, plantings, etc.)
* Tree or plant giveaways
» Nature walks, hikes, geocaching
+ Boat, canceing and kayaking trips
+ Environmental workshops (composting, gardening, native plants, rain barrels, etc.)
+ Environmental art events

We reserve the right to not post events that don't fit these categories
Submit your event by filling out the information below.
Email *

Valid ema

This form is collecting emails. Change settings

Event name *

Short answer text

Time of event *

Time
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Social media toolkit
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Social media holidays

Great Outdoors Month, Pride Month
National Trails Day: June 7t

World Oceans Day: June 8t
Global Wind Day: June 15t




What do we provide?

e The Chesapeake Bay Program will publish a press release and blog
post.

Sample proclamation templates
Social media toolkit
Flickr gallery for relevant images
Events calendar
Support!

o Let us know if you have questions




HOW AM | CONNECTED
TO THE CHESAPEAKE BAY?

THE SUSQUEHANNA
REGION

+ The Susquehanna River flows from Coops
stown, N.Y., through Pennsylvania to Havre de
Grace, Md. and the Bay—a 444 mile journey.

* The Susquehanna River is the Chesapeake
Bay's largest tributary, providing 50 percent

ofthe fresh waler thet flows info fhe Bay.

« The Susquehanna River sends about 19
million gallons of water per minute into the
Chesapeake Boy.

HOW AM | CONNECTED
TO THE CHESAPEAKE BAY?

= The Chesapeake Boy watershed includes
counfies covering parts of six sfafes and

D.C. Each local community plays o part in the

health of local rivers and the Bay:

* Hundreds of thausands of

and rivers thread thr

Bay region. These i

to the Bay, offer vital h

people with apportu

swim.

THE PATUXENT
REGION

» The Patuxent is the largest river that lies
entirely in Maryland.

= The Patuxent River is home fo more than
100 species of fish

iesapeake Bay

THE POTOMAC
REGION

» The Potomac River flows for 383 miles, from
Fairfax Stone in West Virginia fo the Chesa
pecke Bay at Point Lookout, Maryland

+ The Potomac’s major tributaries include the

h, Occoquan, Savage, Seneca
and Shenandoah.

{ Chosapsake Bay AW
THE EASTERN SHORE
REGION

= The EasternShore region is home to the
Chester, Elk, Sessafras, Choplank, Miles,
Wye, Nanticoke, Marshyhope and Pocomoke
i

e Noi iver starts in Deloware and

runs for 64 miles before reaching the Chesa-
pecke Bay.

eake Bay

THE RAPPAHANNOCK
REGION

* A1 195 miles, the Rappahannock is
Virginia's longest free-flowing river.

+ The Rappahannock River’s major fributa
are the Rapidian River and the Hazel River.
+ As the Rappahannock River meanders

through Virginio, the landscapes of the
watershed shift from mountains to forms o
developed

[ Chesapaake Bay

E WESTERN SHORE
REGION

+ The Chesapeake Bay's western
region includes the Patapsco River, Back River,
Severn River, South River, Magothy River and
the Baltimore Harbor, os well as major cities
like Baliimore and Annapo

+ The Palapsce River runs for 39 miles
through Baltimore and info the Chesapeake

Bay.

THE YORK
REGION

* The York watershed begins in the Blue Ridge
Mountains with two main fributari

taponi and Pamunkey Rivers. i flo

Bay near Gloucester Point, Virginia.

* The Lower York Ri
taries in the Chesapeake wa

for oyster restoration. Oyster y
commercicl fishery and filter up to 50 gallons

one of the ten fribu-

of woler each

f' Chesapeake Bay AWAR

THEJAMES
REGION

« The James River's major ributaries include
the Appomatiox, .ahominy, Cowpasture,
Elizabeth, Hardware, Jackson, Maury,
Rivanna and Tye rivers.

* In 2019, more than 300

eagles were found along the James River.
was once the recovery goal for the entire
watershed!




Proclamation template

in the LOCAL GOVERMMENT and urge all citizens to recognize the importance of this
PROCLAMATION observance and to participate in events, activities, and educational programs designed to
increase awareness of the importance of the Chesapeake Bay watershed in our community.
WHEREAS, the Chesapeake Bay is the largest and most productive estuary in the United
States, with its watershed spanning six states and the District of Columbia; and IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have here unto set my hand and caused the Seal of LOCAL

. . GOVERNMENT to be affixed this DATE
'WHEREAS, the Chesapeake Bay watershed, covering 64,000 square miles, is an exiraordinary

and vital natural respurce, with some of the nation's most productive farm and forest lands; and

WHEREAS, the Chesapeake Bay is fed by 50 major tributaries, including the Susquehanna,
Potomac, Rappahannock, York, and James Rivers, and sfretches 200 miles from Havre de
Grace, Maryland, to Morfolk, Virginia; and

Name DATE

WHEREAS, the Chesapeake Bay watershed is home to more than 18 million people, many of
whom rely upon the watershed's natural resources for their livelinood and recreational activities:
and

'WHEREAS, an important source of food for the STATE and the east coast of the
United States, the Chesapeake Bay produces more than 500 million pounds of seafood harvest
each year; and

WHEREAS, the more than 83,000 farms in the Chesapeake Bay watershed confribute more
than $10 billion to the regional economy and provide food for millions of Americans; and

WHEREAS, the Chesapeake Bay's tributaries in STATE are an important source of drinking
water, which is essential for public health and economic growth and a vital resource for future
generations; and

'WHEREAS, the rich history, pivotal economic importance, and astounding beauty of the
Chesapeake Bay watershed never cease to amaze residents and visitors alike; and

'WHEREAS, the LOCAL GOVERNMENT is in the NAME OF WATERSHED, which is important
to the character and quality of life of the community and ultimately the health of the Chesapeake
Bay; and

WHEREAS, the TRUSTED SOURCE has recognized the importance of Chesapeake Bay Week
Awareness Week and has encouraged its members to do the same;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, NAME, TITLE of LOCAL GOVERNMENT, do hereby proclaim June
412, 2022 as

CHESAPEAKE BAY AWARENESS WEEK



Next steps

e Planning partners are meeting to pick subthemes, create the social
media toolkit, blog post and press release.

e The planning team is currently drafting social media materials and
emails.

e Contact us to receive a copy of the proclamation.
e By mid-May, all materials will be publicly accessible.
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