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Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week is a time to 
celebrate the cultures, history and natural beauty 

of the nation’s largest estuary. 



History
● In 2016, the Chesapeake Bay Commission designated nine days each 

June as Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week.
○ In previous years, the nine days started with the Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation’s Clean the Bay Day and ended with Bernie Fowler’s 
Wade-In.

○ This year, the event dates will shift as the wade-in occurs after 
CBF’s Clean the Bay Day

● Promote the event through social media and in-person events
○ Serves the dual purpose of showcasing the amazing success 

stories, achievements and resources of the Bay while also 
encouraging people to get outside and get involved.



2025:
● June 7 - June 15, 2025

○ Start off with CBF’s Clean the Bay Day
● Theme: Bay in your Backyard

○ Celebrate local waterways and highlight how our communities are 
connected to the watershed in many ways.

○ Emphasis on:
○ Broad appeal to many audiences
○ Benefits of conservation & restoration
○ Playing a part in the Bay’s future



Past Themes
● 2024: Unsung Heroes

○ Primary subthemes: Habitat Heroes, Tide Turners
● 2023: Chesapeake Journeys
● 2022: Restoration Brings Results
● 2021: Recreation
● 2020: Tributaries



Events happening during CBAW:
● Clean the Bay Day

● June 7th, 2025
● Patuxent River Wade-In

● June 8th, 2025
● More to come!



Events



Social media toolkit



Social media holidays
● Great Outdoors Month, Pride Month
● National Trails Day: June 7th

● World Oceans Day: June 8th

● Global Wind Day: June 15th



What do we provide?
● The Chesapeake Bay Program will publish a press release and blog 

post.
● Sample proclamation templates 
● Social media toolkit 
● Flickr gallery for relevant images
● Events calendar
● Support! 

○ Let us know if you have questions



Maps



Proclamation template



Next steps
● Planning partners are meeting to pick subthemes, create the social 

media toolkit, blog post and press release.
● The planning team is currently drafting social media materials and 

emails.
● Contact us to receive a copy of the proclamation.

● By mid-May, all materials will be publicly accessible.
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