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QUESTION 1: What do healthy and sustainable shallow water habitats look like to you?
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QUESTION 2: Where should focus be given to maintain or improve shallow water habitats”?
For example, this could be geographic focus, modeling focus, people focus.

Geographic Focus- |
think CBEP has a
minimal responsibility
to address
environmental
injustices and support
communities who are
caused harm by
pollution.

Reduced & better
land development -

ndnl:?mﬂnﬂllnﬂ

Spatially evaluate
areas with the
highest potential for
ecosystem service
benefits, target
those areas within
target watersheds

People focus-
address the causes
of vibrio bacteria
infections that
make people sick,
cause serious bodily
damage
(amputations),
and/or death.

Conserving
the best of the
best could be
a prioritization
strategy.

Sedimentation

Tidal waters-

Upstraan
habitats/headwaters

It's all about people,
their perceptions
and willingness to
participate. We can't
be prescriptive from
above and have to
find ways to reach
them on their level.

Perhaps there could
be monitoring
targeted at
representative
sentinel shallow
water sites in the
watershed to track

changes and
facilitate modeling.

Riparian buffers as a
relatively low

cost/high ecosystem
service benefit BMP

Eliminate worst
known pollutant

sources/hotspots.
(i.e.. AMD7?)

Support/implement
forest and riparian
buffer protections

Where other TMDLs
(local TMDLs) have
been established
and implementation

is underway

Public lands; fund
staff, planning and
contracts to ensure all
streams on public

land have healthy
geometry/vegetation,
protection from
trampling

People focus- if
there is not enough
public access to
water why would
the public advocate

to protect healthy
shallow waters?

Holistic ecosystem
restoration, where
needed. In some
cases, some impacts
may be needed to
existing resources
(such as SAV) to
restore the
complete ecosystem

Consider the status
of subwatersheds or
catchments and

their integrity to
determine wheare

shallow water can
best contribute.

HABs- is there
a place in CBP
to respond
to/help locals
address HABs

Protection,

enhancement

and

restoration of

wetlands of all

types.

Conservation and
restoration of
adjacent shallow
slope zones to
support SLR and
flood expansion

Support research &
monitoring of
resource trade offs
(Beaches, marshes,
SAV, riparian). Impacts
of hard / soft
shorelines. Address
regulatory process &
expand cost share ops
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Focus on land use
and the connection

between that and
shallow waters -->
provide public

access to get people
to care more about
their local
waterways

Best landscape
management of
waterfront
landscapes (move
away from mowed
grass).



QUES

ION 3: How would you go about getting to your vision of healthy and sustainable

shallow water habitats? You can't do everything so think about the top two things you
would focus on?

Aggregate private 1. Education of
properties into large . bli the
scale riparian buffer public on why these
living shoreline and projects are
In Virginia, expand fund it with necessary and the
Edu::atn target the reach of the infrastrueture funds water quality,
audiences about We need more trusted Chesapeake Bay (build wetlands and habitat, etc uplift
need for natural community mﬁﬁa“ Act. | pay for it)
shorelines for local "ambassadors" to hel Gov
water quallty and Establish Enhanced ey i P currently focusedon  Invest federal funds :-mdl ‘r:m;::‘d
resilience (e.g. new Local Technical projects that meet el imprevemants Zoning - prioritize for prEprnjnr.‘t data
homeowners, real Assistance Centers: property owner needs aimed at water exploring use of collection, project
estate agents, Similar to Soil (e.g. water quality standards grants/leverage (or designs,
planners etc.) access,/views) with attainment in s e implementation
Conservation ecologlcal | shallow areas Buy the buffer better zoning /local and mju,;
Districts or County ' (rather than deep and plant changes =it
Agricultural Centers. channel) trees and private property too
wetlands
* * Review progress often Make the underlying everywhere
Massive expansion - Were policies and premise of the Bay Answer to Q1 was
of wetlands in all \/ Comprehensive restoration practices agreement to be shallow water
three zones: pass planning process really implemented? habitat to support habitats are
k with v/ 1. Conserve the best that considers Enforced? What could people, living Cost share connected. To achieve
laws, work w areas you have now. impacts on and be done better? Do resources and roarams to that, need to focus on
people who have to 2. Influence local desired outcomes our indicators really economies (rather prog improving aquatic
agree and who have NSRS for shallow water give us useful than WQ, which is one e organism passage.
to nt planning and health information? aspect of habitat) land owners especially
o implement, ¥ ' zoning. for living road-stream crossings
create incentives. shorelines Convert hardened
shorelines to more
natural, structured
shorelines with
Connect upstream “Trust but Verify" - We are working on Quantifying historic more habitat at the
"Living conservation action Regarding VA's identify historic loss extent palustrine and land-water
Create and p mmhu.tj:i choreling"has with shallow water CBPA, discourage management characterizations riverine wetland interface
a PR Ly ign t sound;/ feel of where nesded. Use waivers and approaches that and watershed losses (pre-modern '
ﬂ::r to build estuary /bay local planning tools. alternatives and truly restore and wetland impairment era) and setting
P — in fo waterfront - use" Use protection and provide more protect and actually rating. restoration targets
:"i:ri“'“' :u\g;;lm;and bay-universal® restoration tools at education and improve shallow and priorities for
quﬂnds words in PR/soc mkt the subwatershed enforcement. waters watersheds.
protection /creation. campaign scale.
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QUESTION 4: What sort of public or community engagement strategies would be most

PR strategy to get
the local
communities
involved - shallow
water "is where the
food is"

We need to play the
long game to be
successful. There is
a highly resistant
population out there
that doesn't trust us!

successful for connecting the public to shallow water habitats?

Expand IWLA and
states' Save Our
Streams programs

Have a day where all
volunteer scientists
in the watershed go

| agree w/Kristin
Saunders "Local

Waters" resonates in

PA (been at this
25yrs in PA)

Engage public and
private land-owners
in monitoring and
stewarding their

local shallow
habitats.

Schools -- they
generally no longer do
day field trips (or
overnight) for
outside/nature
education, which was
a great way to expose
them to the issues
and build connection.

understanding how
it's been altered.

where residents to their
ﬁﬂs:ﬁr:;l:‘lr shoreline/nearshore
R i
contributed to bad
score ::_Iarity at the same
time.
wake'
WO, orind
MO e 2024
A certification or i?tﬂ E\Hﬂd'
award program that saptﬁm
gives
people/landowners
credit for taking
conservation
actions on their
property
PA is looking at
developing secondary River Star
and post ed materials Homes, River
that tie local history Star
and watershed
alteration together to Businesses
assist local pops in etc.

Healthy waters give
us family traditions
around food
recreation- crab
feast, fish fry,
oysters, fishing trips
with family, etc...

Act locally - restore
resources based
upon local
degradation (and
not CB goals
necessarily),
benefits will accrue
regionally.

Find out what local
watershed groups
are doing, who's
doing it well? Leamn
from them and help
them to expand
their reach and
develop new ones.

Bottom up approach

Grant programs to
provide $ to give to
local organizations to
bring community
members out to their
water ways and learn
about the impact that
they have in their
watershed

Again- Cost share
programs to
encourage
landowners (living
shorelines)
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Piloting BMP
implementation
work with local non
profits, empower
them to experiment
with challenging
implementation and
less risk.

Ramp up
communications
and simplify the
language used
around the work so
that more people
can understand and
engage on the topic

Acknowledging
equivalency
between near
stream resources
(i.e.,
buffers/wetlands in
floodplain).

QUESTION 5: How can the bay program add value to new or ongoing work in shallow
water habitats? (Examples could include coordination, policy, science support)

Increase funding
available to support
coordinators of local
(e.g. tributary-scale)
restoration efforts.
Restoration grants
often don't allow for
enough coordination
time in budgets

Identify what is
successful at the local
level across the
watershed (ex River
Stars program, ERP)
and expand the
efforts to other rivers,
sub watersheds,
communities
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QUESTION 6: Are there any other considerations for the Shallow Water Habitat Small Group
as we move through our work?

What are the
implications of
shifting towards a
shallow water focus
on overall CBP
restoration goals,
given limited
state/federal
budgets?
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