
Getting to know each other!
Introductions to the HWGIT, FWG, and LUWG



How are we organized?
• Healthy Watersheds Goal Implementation Team (GIT): Standalone goal team with no 

workgroups
• Forestry Workgroup and Land Use Workgroup: Workgroups under the Water Quality GIT



Healthy Watersheds 
• Goal: Sustain state-identified healthy waters and watersheds, recognized for their high 

quality and/or high ecological value
• Outcome: 100% of state-identified currently healthy waters and watersheds remain 

healthy 
• Progress: Uncertain due to insufficient data 
• Role of Healthy Watershed GIT: Outreach & Communication, Science & Data, 

Planning Support, and Capacity Building 



The Chesapeake Healthy Watersheds 
Assessment 2.0

• Predicted model of stream health based on 60 watershed metrics 
• Local governments can use the CHWA 2.0 to better understand what’s happening in their 

water and serve as an early warning sign if watersheds start to degrade
• Helps identify areas more resilient or vulnerable to climate change impacts
• Provides supporting information for strategies to protect and maintain watershed health
• Link to CHWA 2.0 tool

https://gis.chesapeakebay.net/chwa/?page=Overall


New CBP Land Use Strategy        
1. Monitor land use/land cover change at high spatial, temporal, and categorical resolution.
 
2. Forecast plausible future scenarios of land use change.

3. Assess impacts of current and future changes in land use to water quality, wildlife and 
aquatic habitats, climate resiliency, and other ecosystem services.

4. Encourage smart growth policies for new development (e.g., infill, redevelopment, and 
preserving rural character).

5. Effectively communicate land use/land cover information to local decisionmakers. 



Vital Habitats
• Goal: Restore, enhance and protect a network of land and water habitats to support 

fish and wildlife and to afford other public benefits, including water quality, recreational 
uses and scenic value across the watershed

• Outcomes: 
• Forest Buffers: Restore 900 miles of riparian forest buffers per year and conserve existing buffers until 

at least 70% of riparian areas in the watershed are forested
• Tree Canopy: Expand urban tree canopy by 2,400 acres by 2025

• Progress: Off course. Planting rates have been increasing, but the new planting area is 
being far surpassed by loss of riparian forest and community tree canopy. 



Putting new data to use: State of Chesapeake Forests 2.0 Storymap



Putting new data to use: Tree Canopy Status and Change Factsheets





Opportunities for collaboration to advance 
conservation and restoration

LEVERAGING DATA IMPROVING 
TARGETING AND 

EVALUATION

INCREASING 
CAPACITY AND 

COMMUNICATION 


