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Purpose

• Collect data to be able to evaluate functional benefits of 
wetlands and for indicator species in the Watershed 
Agreement

• Develop a tracking tool to assess progress towards the 
2014 Chesapeake Bay Agreement’s Vital Habitats Goal 
for the Wetland and Black Duck Outcome

• Brook Trout Outcome in development

• Includes tidal and nontidal areas of the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed

• Projects that include impacts on new and existing 
wetlands and habitat appropriate for indicator species in 
natural, urban, and agricultural areas

• Data provided by direct communication with entities 
such as:

• Ducks Unlimited and The Nature Conservancy
• Chesapeake Bay watershed jurisdictions
• Federal partners
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Habitat Tracker
• Habitat Tracker is a data 

management system to collect 
and organize data related to the 
habitat goals and outcomes

• Information can be aggregated 
and made available to show 
progress toward the Wetland and 
Black Duck Outcomes

• habitat-tracker.net

GOALS OUTCOMES

Sustainable Fisheries Goal

Blue Crab Abundance Outcome

Blue Crab Management Outcome

Oyster Outcome

Forage Fish Outcome

Fish Habitat Outcome

Vital Habitats Goal

Wetlands Outcome

Black Duck

Stream Health Outcome

Brook Trout

Fish Passage Outcome

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) Outcome

Forest Buffer Outcome

Tree Canopy Outcome

Water Quality Goal

2017 Watershed Implementation Plans (WIP) Outcome

2025 WIP Outcome

Water Quality Standards Attainment and Monitoring Outcome

Toxic Contaminants Goal
Toxic Contaminants Research Outcome

Toxic Contaminants Policy and Prevention Outcome

Healthy Watersheds Goal Healthy Watersheds Outcome

Stewardship Goal

Citizen Stewardship Outcome

Local Leadership Outcome

Diversity Outcome

Land Conservation Goal

Protected Lands Outcome

Land Use Methods and Metrics Development Outcome

Land Use Options Evaluation Outcome

Public Access Goal Public Access Site Development Outcome

Environmental Literacy Goal

Student Outcome

Sustainable Schools Outcome

Environmental Literacy Planning Outcome

Climate Resiliency Goal
Monitoring and Assessment Outcome

Adaptation Outcome
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Paradigm Shift for Tracking Habitat Outcomes

BMPs Projects
Goals and 
Outcomes
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Wetland and Black Duck Acres Report
• Projects that have any positive 

impact on Black Ducks are 
summarized in the Wetland and 
Black Duck Acres Report

• Wetland type and acreage is 
reported, as well as the pre-and 
post project land use

• If presence of Black Ducks have 
been reported, this is noted in 
the ‘Presence of Black Duck’ 
column

• Note: We are capturing the 
entire acreage of projects that 
impact wetlands, not just the 
new acres of wetlands
Ex. See rows where pre- and 
post- project land use is 
‘Wetlands’
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Conclusions

• The Habitat Tracker is a data collection system for 
evaluating progress toward the Watershed 
Agreement Vital Habitat’s Goals and Outcomes

• Persistent effort is required to elicit data

• Ultimately, tracking can help incentivize goals and 
show the impact of habitats
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