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Brook Trout Catchments in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
(2015) Tracking Progress Toward Brook Trout 

Outcome
Goal: Restore and sustain naturally reproducing brook 
trout populations in headwater streams, with a target of 
an 8% increase in occupied habitat by 2025.
• Update: No progress toward the Brook Trout 

outcome have been reported since 2015 when there 
was a special project to collect project data and 
identify priority locations

• 2019 Logic & Action Plan: Established a streamlined 
reporting process for Chesapeake Bay Program 
partners to track restoration efforts and habitat 
improvements

Map Source: Chesapeake Progress – Brook Trout Catchments (2015)



Purpose of the Habitat Tracker
• Support Functional Assessment

Collect data to evaluate the functional benefit of 
wetlands and habitat conditions for indicator 
species across the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

• Track Progress on Restoration Goals
Develop a tracking tool to monitor progress 
toward the 2014 Chesapeake Bay Agreement’s 
Vital Habitats Goal, specifically for the Wetland, 
Black Duck, and Brook Trout Outcomes.

• Project Scope
Includes projects affecting habitat for indicator 
species

• Data Sources
Information is gathered through direct 
collaboration with:
• Ducks Unlimited
• The Nature Conservancy
• Trout Unlimited
• Chesapeake Bay Watershed jurisdictions
• Federal Partners



Habitat Tracker
A data management system 
designed to collect, organize, 
and track data related to the 
habitat goals and outcomes in 
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.
• Supports progress tracking 

for the Wetland, Black Duck, 
and Brook Trout Outcomes

• Aggregates data to visualize 
and communicate progress 
toward Vital Habitats Goals





BMP Summary Report
● Summarizes projects 

with a positive impact 
on Brook Trout 
Habitat

● Reports include:
○ Activity type and 

amount
○ Project location

● Projects are 
summarized by:
○ Total amount
○ Number of 

projects
○ Year
○ Geography

● Data from the
TU/EBTJV GIT-funded 
report

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/files/documents/ChesapeakeBayGITProject_FinalReport_20Nov2024.pdf
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Conclusions
● Habitat Tracker supports evaluation of progress toward the 

Vital Habitats Goals and Outcomes in the Watershed 
Agreement

● Ongoing tracking and analysis can help demonstrate the 
impact and incentivize habitat preservation and restoration

● Sustained outreach and effort are essential to collect 
meaningful data

● Collected data will inform future updates to Chesapeake 
Progress


