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News on the data front:

• NOTE this 
does NOT 
impact 
Census of 
Agriculture 
Five Year 
data.

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Newsroom/Notices/2024/04-09-2024.php


Why does this matter?

Less data 

Increased:
•Latency
•Uncertainty 



Crop Yields: What is impacted

Crop name Percent of PAN Applied Percent of Cropland Acres
alfalfa hay ~0% ~5%
barley for grain ~1% ~1%
corn for grain ~50% ~15%
corn for silage or green chop ~14% ~5%
oats for grain ~1% ~0%
soybeans for beans ~1% ~14%

wheat for grain ~6% ~4%

Total for crops above ~73% ~43%

NOTE* run was done for the year 2020 without timing 

What about our efforts to improve yields?



Planned path for 
investigation

Goals: 
• Estimate farmer yield expectations at the county 

level which drive the application of nutrients.
• Estimate various yield trends to support several 

potential scenarios.

Approach: Use trend analysis of long-term annual crop 
yields.

Query and organize 
Ag Census data 

(1950-2022) 

Fill suppressed 
and missing data

QA/QC raw data

Initial trend 
analysis

Estimate annual yield data for Census 
crops with 5-yr data reporting and fill 

gaps in Survey crops with 1-yr reporting

NASS Survey: 13 annual 
CAST-crops yields

Census: 24 CAST crops 
with 5-yr interval

QA/QC results

Query and organize 
NASS Survey data 

(1950-2022) 

Fill suppressed 
and missing data

QA/QC raw data

Refine trend 
analysis

QA/QC estimates
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• This impacts the reliability of 
statistical interpolations



Questions?



A few things to think about:

• Surveys could come back if funding returns
• Are we ok if this becomes permanent?

• If we no longer got annual data on yields and livestock 

• What are some possible solutions?
• Combined letter to NASS?
• New data?
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