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Influencing factors





Plans for incorporation of indicators
• Most outcomes have identified influencing factors of progress that are being 

measured as indicators for other outcomes

• We plan to begin incorporation of influencing factor indicators with these 
metrics



Example: Blue Crab Abundance
• Blue Crab Management Outcome decided to be complete and no longer 

tracked through an indicator

• Migrated as influencing factor indicator for Blue Crab Abundance outcome





We would like to implement this for other 
outcomes!
• Advantages for communicating 

status and trends of outcomes

• Outcomes currently without 
indicators can use influencing factor 
indicators to inform on outcome

• Communicate relationships between 
outcomes 



Suggested Influencing Factor Indicators
*Sourced from January 2022 Jamboard and various other documents



Sustainable Fisheries Goal
Blue Crab Abundance

• Harvest rate

• Water Quality

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Blue Crab Management (n/a)

Fish Habitat

• Water Quality

• Healthy Watersheds

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

Forage Fish

• Water Quality

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

Oysters

• Water Quality

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

Vital Habitats Goal (cont)
Brook Trout

• Water Quality

• Forest Buffers

• Local Leadership

• Healthy Watersheds

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Fish Passage

• Local Leadership

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Forest Buffers

• Diversity

• Local leadership

• Stewardship

• Sustainable Schools

• Climate Adaptation

• Land Use Options Evaluation

• Local Leadership

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Stream Health

• Water Quality (Nontidal trends 

data)

• Forest Buffers

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Healthy Watersheds

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

SAV

• Water Quality

• Local Leadership

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Tree Canopy

• Diversity

• Local leadership

• Stewardship

• Sustainable Schools

• Climate Adaptation

• Land Use Options Evaluation

• Healthy Watersheds

Water Quality Goal
2025 Watershed Implementation Plans 

(WIPs)

• Forest Buffers

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

Water Quality Standards Attainment 

and Monitoring

• Forest Buffers

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Toxic Contaminants Goal
Toxic Contaminants Research

• Local Leadership

Toxic Contaminants Policy and Prevention

• Local Leadership

• 2025 WIPS

Healthy Watersheds Goal
Healthy Watersheds

• Forest Buffers 

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Diversity

Land Conservation Goal
Land Use Methods and Metrics 

Development

• Local Leadership

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Land Use Options Evaluation

• Local Leadership

• Climate Adaptation

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Protected Lands

• Local Leadership

• Healthy Watersheds Environmental Literacy Goal
Student

• Diversity

• Local Leadership

Environmental Literacy Planning

• Diversity

• Local Leadership

Sustainable Schools

• Diversity

• Local Leadership

Stewardship Goal
Stewardship

• Local Leadership

Diversity

• Student

• Sustainable Schools

• Stewardship

• Local Leadership

Climate Resiliency Goal
Climate Adaptation

• Forest Buffers

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Tidal wetlands

• SAV

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

• Student

• Environmental Literacy Planning

• Sustainable Schools

Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Public Access Goal
Public Access

• Local Leadership

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Vital Habitats Goal
Black Duck

• Water Quality (tidal)

• Local Leadership

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Stewardship Goal (cont)
Local Leadership

Vital Habitats Goal (cont)
Wetlands

• Water Quality

• Local Leadership

• Healthy Watersheds

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment



Sustainable Fisheries Goal
Blue Crab Abundance

• Harvest rate

• WQ Standards Attainment

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

• SAV

Fish Habitat

• WQ Standards Attainment

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

Forage Fish

• WQ Standards Attainment

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

Oysters

• WQ Standards Attainment

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

Vital Habitats Goal (cont)
Brook Trout

• Water Quality

• Forest Buffers

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

Fish Passage

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

Forest Buffers

• Diversity

• Local leadership

• Stewardship

• Sustainable Schools

• Land Use Options Evaluation

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

Stream Health

• Water Quality (Nontidal trends 

data)

• Forest Buffers

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

SAV

• Water Quality

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

Tree Canopy

• Diversity

• Local leadership

• Stewardship

• Sustainable Schools

• Land Use Options Evaluation

Water Quality Goal
2025 Watershed Implementation Plans 

(WIPs)

• Forest Buffers

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation and Temperature

• Toxic Contaminants P&P

Water Quality Standards Attainment 

and Monitoring

• Forest Buffers

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation and Temperature

Toxic Contaminants Goal
Toxic Contaminants Research

• Local Leadership

Toxic Contaminants Policy and Prevention

• Local Leadership

• 2025 WIPS

Healthy Watersheds Goal
Healthy Watersheds

• Forest Buffers 

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Diversity

• Precipitation and Temperature

Land Conservation Goal
Land Use Methods and Metrics 

Development

• Local Leadership

• Sea level rise

Land Use Options Evaluation

• Local Leadership

• Sea level rise

Protected Lands

• Local Leadership
Environmental Literacy Goal
Student

• Diversity

• Local Leadership

Environmental Literacy Planning

• Diversity

• Local Leadership

Sustainable Schools

• Diversity

• Local Leadership

Stewardship Goal
Stewardship

• Local Leadership

Diversity

• Student

• Sustainable Schools

• Stewardship

• Local Leadership

Climate Resiliency Goal
Climate Adaptation

• Forest Buffers

• Tree Canopy

• Local Leadership

• Tidal wetlands

• SAV

• Climate Monitoring and Assessment

• Student

• Environmental Literacy Planning

• Sustainable Schools

Climate Monitoring and Assessment

Public Access Goal
Public Access

• Local Leadership

• Sea level rise

Vital Habitats Goal
Black Duck

• Water Quality (tidal monitoring)

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

Stewardship Goal (cont)
Local Leadership

Vital Habitats Goal (cont)
Wetlands

• WQ Standards Attainment

• Nontidal and Tidal WQ monitoring

• Local Leadership

• Precipitation, Temp, sea level

Indicators/Existing 

Metrics Only



Next Steps
• Please review the previous graphic of influencing factor indicator and send 

me any modifications by the end of next week (10/28)

 Barnhart.Katheryn@epa.gov

• As we update indicator metrics, we will reach out to outcomes listed as being 
influenced by the indicator that has been updated to update the 
corresponding page

 Will look similar to Blue Crab: Updating both the chart and language indicating 
how the influencing factor impacts outcome progress

mailto:Barnhart.Katheryn@epa.gov


THANK YOU!

Contact information: 

Barnhart.Katheryn@epa.gov

mailto:Barnhart.Katheryn@epa.gov

