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Goal: Vital Habitats

Outcome: 
Sustain and increase the habitat benefits of SAV in the 
Chesapeake Bay. Achieve and sustain the ultimate 
outcome of 185,000 acres of SAV Bay-wide necessary for 
a restored Bay. Progress toward this ultimate outcome 
will be measured against a target of 90,000 acres by 2017 
and 130,000 acres by 2025. 

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to…



What is our Progress?

https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abund

ant-life/sav

SAV #s were up in 2022!
• 76,462 acres were mapped in 2022 (+12%)

https://www.vims.edu/research/units/progra

ms/sav/access/maps/index.php

https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/sav
https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/sav
https://www.vims.edu/research/units/programs/sav/access/maps/index.php
https://www.vims.edu/research/units/programs/sav/access/maps/index.php


CBP Strategy Review System
SAV SRS process started again in October; we’re currently developing the 

2024-2025 Updated Management Strategy and SAV Workplan. Will present 
to MB on Dec. 14th. 

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/who/group/submerged-aquatic-vegetation-workgroup

Or something 

along these 

lines….

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/documents/22042/iv.f_submerged_aquatic_vegetation_management_strategy.pdf
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/documents/22042/iv.e_submerged_aquatic_vegetation_logic_and_action_plan.pdf


SAV Regulatory Review



Modeling Climate Impacts on SAV in 
Chesapeake Bay: Complete!

Final Report: 

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/who/group/submerged-aquatic-vegetation-

workgroup

Proceedings of the National Academy of Science (PNAS) Article:

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2220678120

Shiny App:

https://vims-sav.shinyapps.io/testshinyrmd/#section-segments

Take home message: 

None of the 8000 simulations 

resulted in meeting our SAV 

restoration target BUT 

accelerated and expanded 

nutrient management will get us 

closer than if we stick to the 

current allocations dictated in 

the TMDL. 

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/who/group/submerged-aquatic-vegetation-workgroup
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/who/group/submerged-aquatic-vegetation-workgroup
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2220678120
https://vims-sav.shinyapps.io/testshinyrmd/#section-segments


Protecting Chesapeake Bay SAV Given Changing Hydrologic Conditions: 
Priority SAV Area Identification and Solutions Development

Project Objective

This project will identify high-priority SAV areas within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and determine 

which BMPs could be most effective in protecting those areas from loss during high-flow events/years using 

GIS spatial analysis/modeling and existing SAV, flow, land-use, and water quality data. With this 

information, steps can be taken to target high-priority SAV areas for implementation of BMPs and land 

management policies that will protect or restore those priority SAV habitats.

2022 GIT-Funded Project

Lead: SAV Workgroup

Contracted to: Tetra Tech
• Steering committee has been identified and had their first meeting



Contracted to: OpinionWorks

Advancing Social Marketing Through 

Two Pilot Programs

Proposed Project Outcomes

This project will develop pilot programs for existing 

community-based social marketing (CBSM) campaigns 

that have been developed over the past few years, SAV 

being one.

2022 GIT-Funded Project

Lead: Comms Workgroup



Only one SAV Watcher Trainer Certification Event in 2023: Marshy Point Nature Center on July 14th. 

Certified ~12 Trainers!

Chesapeake Bay SAV 
Watchers Program 

www.chesapeakebaysavwatchers.com OR https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/programs/monitoring/sav-monitoring-program

http://www.chesapeakebaysavwatchers.com/


Sites that will be installed and monitored in 2023:

• Severn River

• Susquehanna Flats

• Smith Island

• Marshy Creek 

• Dundee Creek

• St. Mary’s ?

• VIMS sites

• CB- NERR sites

SAV Sentinel Site Program –
finally began in 2023! 

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/programs/monitoring/sav-monitoring-program



PSC Report and 
Recommendations  - Funding 
for two topics allocated.

RFP #1 will: Support effort to develop automated 

methods that mimic historic SAV bed delineation methods 

for aerial imagery. Will also support effort to map 

Zannichellia palustris with satellite imagery throughout 

mesohaline as proof-of-concept for satellite data use.

This RFP was posted and closed in September. 

Awarded to Old Dominion University. 

RFP #2 will: Support long-term funding for the 

Chesapeake Bay SAV Watcher Program...data entry portal 

and management, program coordination, etc. TBD for this 

RFP….



NOAA 

Transformational 

Habitat 

Restoration 

Funding 

Opportunity: 
SAV Workgroup members 

involved with two 

submitted proposals HEAT: Helping Eelgrass Adapt to Temperature. This project is a 

common garden experiment that will exploit the concepts of 

facilitated migration and assisted gene flow to promote eelgrass’s 

resilience to increasing temperatures along the east coast from NC 

to ME. 

Both proposals were primed 

by Restore America’s 

Estuaries (RAE). Will find out 

in early summer if awarded. 



SAV Workgroup Summer 2023 QUARTERLY MEETING 

Chesapeake Bay Program

Questions? 

Presentation template by SlidesCarnival.
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