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• Chesapeake Legal Alliance

• DC, DE, MD & VA

better help the Bay Program 
meet its SAV-related goals



• Request: Awareness of the SAV 
Workgroup's GIT Funding project that 
reviewed policies, statutes and 
regulations that protect SAV in the 
Chesapeake Bay

SAV Workgroup will present the 
results 

organize a small 
meeting
appropriate regulatory reps 

to review 
recommendations



• Looking at the 
recommendations, is there an 
opportunity to improve SAV 
protection? 
• Can we prioritize?

• Are there new emerging issues 
we should know about?
• Is the report missing something 

that should be addressed?

• Do you want a deeper dive, 
further discussion?
• Do we need another meeting?

• EPA

• NOAA

• USACE

• USFWS

• DC: Rese Cloyd (F&W), Jen Dietzen (DOEE)

• DE: Matthew Jones (DNREC)

• MD Becky Golden (MDNR/SAVWG Vice-Chair), Dave 
Goshorn (MDNR), Gina Hunt (MDNR/HGIT Chair), Brooke 
Landry (MDNR/SAVWG Chair), Heather Nelson (MDE)

• VA Rachel Peabody (VMRC), Tish Robertson (DEQ) 

• Chesapeake Bay Commission: Mark Hoffman



• Dredging & Filling

• Marine & Estuarine Resources

• Water Quality Standards, Designated Uses & Criteria



• DC wetland regulations

• Living shorelines

• TMDL crediting



Water Quality Standards

• Wednesday, June 21st, 1:00 - 2:00
• Thursday, June 29th, 11:00 - 12:00

Marine/Estuarine Resources

• Wednesday, June 28th, 1:00 - 2:00
• Thursday, July 6th, 11:00 - 12:00

Dredging and Filling

• Thursday, June 22nd, 11:00 - 12:00
• Wednesday, July 5th, 1:00 - 2:00

Any Topic from the Report

• Wednesday, July 12th, 1:00 - 2:00

• EPA

• NOAA

• USACE

• USFWS

• MD





• Recommendation: Jurisdictions should review shallow water/SAV 
designated use criteria in relation to recent SAV acreage data
• Action: VA amended SAV criteria (increased acreage goals in 5 segments)





• Recommendation: Engage MD Watermen’s Association and 
regulatory partners 

• Recommendation: Continue studies on the impacts of aquaculture 
on SAV habitat; promote practices and gear types that minimize 
impacts



• Clean Water Act 

• Waters of the United States

• Section 404 

• Section 401 

• Rivers & Harbors Act 

• Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation & Management Act 







Consider cumulative 
SAV impacts of dredging projects

Evaluation of recovery 
trajectories of SAV following 
maintenance dredging



• Consider SAV as a unique aquatic habitat rather than “tidal 
wetlands”

• Need guidance on TMDL crediting for projects with SAV impacts



recommendations/guidance 

priority SAV areas

use of preliminary SAV data 

sentinel/reference sites 



• Better tracking SAV impacts/losses 

• Better tracking SAV restoration 
mitigation activities

ecosystem services

• Additional mapping 
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