
CHAIR
Chuck Herrick
Washington, DC

John Dawes
Pennsylvania

Andrew Der
Maryland

Matt Ehrhart
Pennsylvania

William Fink
Pennsylvania

Donna Harris-Aiken
Virginia

Verna Harrison
Maryland

Ann Jurczyk
Virginia

Hamid Karimi
Washington, DC

Julie Lawson
Washington, DC

David Lillard
West Virginia

Joseph Maroon
Virginia

Abel Olivio
Maryland

Kate Patton
Maryland

Daphne Pee
Maryland

Vaughn Perry
Washington, DC

Alisonya Poole
Maryland

Sara Ramotnik
Maryland

Tim Rupli
Virginia

BeKura Shabazz
Virginia

Charlie Stek
Maryland

Dana Wiggins
Virginia

November 7, 2024

Martha Shimkin
EPA Chesapeake Bay Program Office Director
Management Board Chair

Management Board Representatives of Signatories to the Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Agreement

Dear Martha and Management Board Members,

As you plan for your closed session on Day 1 of the November Management Board Retreat,
we offer for your consideration a recommendation of significant importance from the
Stakeholders’ Advisory Committee - we strongly encourage the Bay Program to commit by
the end of 2025 to a new deadline for implementation of the existing Watershed
Implementation Plans (WIPs) as a part of the revision of the 2014 Chesapeake Bay
Watershed Agreement.

We understand that setting a new deadline for achieving the Bay TMDL is a complex
undertaking made more uncertain by modeling and other technical needs and challenges,
system lag times, land use changes, climate, and a potential additional approach to tiered
implementation for shallow waters. Realistic timeframes for monitored water quality
attainment in the deep channel are estimated in decades. Because of this, we encourage you
to set an ambitious target for implementing the existing WIPs to provide public assurance
and accountability to the water quality goals until the new targets are finalized.

Thank you for your consideration of this crucial issue from your volunteer advisors. We
support you to be ambitious, innovative, and deeply devoted to transparency and
accountability.

Sincerely,

Chuck Herrick
Chair, Stakeholders’ Advisory Committee

Jessica M. Blackburn, Committee Coordinator
612 Hull Street, Suite 101C | Richmond, VA 23224 | (804) 775-0953 | jblackburn@allianceforthebay.org


