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Benefits are not equitably distributed…



Tree Canopy Outcome: what is our goal?

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the 
Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to…

Continually increase urban tree canopy capacity 
to provide air quality, water quality and habitat 
benefits throughout the watershed. Expand 
urban tree canopy by 2,400 acres by 2025.

Goal: Vital Habitats
Outcome: Tree Canopy



It’s not just about planting…

We track Tree Canopy progress in two ways:
1) States report three urban tree planting BMPs annually for TMDL
2) Long term progress analyzed through high resolution Land Cover/Land Use updates 



How are we doing?

2400 acre goal

8300 acres planted

New Plantings



How are we doing?

Land Cover Change 
Detected from  Imagery

Jurisdiction Net Change
(CB Only) (Acres)
Delaware -28
DC 21
Maryland -13,804
New York 78
Pennsylvania -2,444
Virginia -9,548
West Virginia -107
Total -25,832

Tree Canopy Net Change
in Census Places 

(2013/14-2017/18)

2010 Census Places (Green)



https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/



County Fact Sheets now available…(municipal coming later in 2023) 







Additional Resources



Additional Resources



Successes

(FY22 GIT-Funded)

Tree Canopy Funding & Policy Roundtable

Roundtable Outcomes:

▪Equip local and state governments to advance coordinated solution pathways to 
expand urban tree canopy in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
▪Identify suite of strategies and specific actions (funding, policy, programmatic) to 
advance tree goals
▪Develop action plans in each Bay Jurisdiction

Accelerate equitable, climate-resilient tree canopy 
implementation across the watershed

Virtual: March 13-14









https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRa28NrZJAF610W5fUtsy5y8MoNloB_sB





Example - input around tree loss



Example – draft equity strategies



Roundtable Next Steps (summer 2023)

● Jurisdiction Strategy Sessions & Action Plans
● Comprehensive Roundtable Report and Executive Summary
● Update Chesapeake Tree Canopy Logic and Action Plan (2023-2024)
● Share key findings and recommendations with CBP Leadership and in public webinar 



Inflation Reduction Act Funding
US Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry 
Program ($1.5 billion)
1. Funding to state forestry agencies announced 

April 12 ($250 million)
2. National grant competition closes June 1 (Up to 

$1 billion)

More on State Forestry IRA Funding 
Competitive sub-grant programs for disadvantaged 
communities (CEQ Climate and Economic Justice 
Screening Tool) – later in 2023/early 2024

DC - $750,000
DE - $750,000
MD - $6 million
PA - $9.75 million
NY - $13.5 million
VA - $6.6 million 
WV - $750,000

Notice of Funding Opportunity (due June 1): https://iraucfgrants.urbanandcommunityforests.org/



Ideas/questions for next Watershed Agreement

● Stronger incentives/credits and policy options focused on conserving, maintaining and expanding
tree canopy (integrated with TMDL, MS4, and other drivers)

● Is 2400 acres net gain the right target? (when we lost over 25K acres in a 4-5 year period)
● Incorporate additional tree equity metrics into the outcome?
● How to collaborate more effectively around related outcomes (that are separate in CBP structure)?

○ Tree canopy with DEIJ, climate, stewardship, land use, land conservation, healthy watersheds, etc.



Questions & Discussion

Thank you!

Follow up:
Julie Mawhorter, 
julie.mawhorter@usda.gov


