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Welcome to the Chesapeake

Connecting you with resources, stories, and best practices to understand your
canopy, expand your canopy, and maintain your canopy. Learn about and make
the case to others why tree canopy is so critical to a healthy, vibrant

Chesapeake Bay watershed. We are building this resource as we go, 50 please
send your ideas and suggestions for making the network most helpful.

DE: Delaware Commits to Planting and

Maintaining Trees in the State
Read More

T

Julie Mawhorter Get updates on free canopy news and events!  SGNUP®  NEWSLETTERARGHIVES
Forestry Workgroup, New Resources to Explore

Tree Canopy Coordinator County Tree Cover Fact Sheets Guide for Local Government Leaders
USDA FO rest Service Tree Cover Status & Change
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@ Shade from trees reduces
radiation that causes skin cancer.

Having larger trees in yards
and on the street can improve
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Benefits are not equitably distributed..
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How Decades of Racist Housing Policy Left

\:'\ Neighborhoods Sweltering
' Formerly redlined areas have less tree cover today R By Brad Plumer and Nadja Popovich
1 n Photographs by Brian Palmer
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Tree Canopy Outcome: what is our goal?

Through the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, the
Chesapeake Bay Program has committed to...

Continually increase urban tree canopy capacity
to provide air quality, water quality and habitat
benefits throughout the watershed. Expand
urban tree canopy by 2,400 acres by 2025.

Goal: Vital Habitats
Outcome: Tree Canopy




It's not just about planting...

Community § Existing
Tree Canopy Canopy

‘ én g/ , (protection & (mortality,
-’ ﬁ - ; ! o maintenance) removal, etc.)

We track Tree Canopy progress in two ways:
1) States report three urban tree planting BMPs annually for TMDL
2) Long term progress analyzed through high resolution Land Cover/Land Use updates




OUTLOOK
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How are we doing?

New Plantings

Urban Tree Planting BMPs Reported
(cumulative acres)

8300 acres planted

2400 acre goal =+

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
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How are we doing?

Land Cover Change
Detected from Imagery

Tree Canopy Net Change
in Census Places
(2013/14-2017/18)

Jurisdiction
(CB Only)

Net Change
(Acres)

Delaware

DC

Maryland

New York

Pennsylvania

Virginia

West Virginia
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Home » Understand your Canopy

Understand your Canopy

The first step in working toward a tree canopy geal is understanding what you have. Thanks to the investments of
Chesapeake Bay Program partners, we are fortunate to now have ready access to “wall-ta-wall” high resolution land i g:::?%:e::‘:‘:s&r:i"g'
cover/land use data for the entire watershed, for the 2013/14 and 2017/18 time periods. Updated data based on %

2021/2022 imagery are anticipated in 2024.

New county fact sheets are now available for all Chesapeake watershed counties sharing tree cover status, benefits
(from i-Tree) and change information over the 2013/14 to 2017/18 time periods. Use the map viewer below to find
your county’s fact sheet. Municipal fact sheets will be produced later in 2023.

Chesapeake Land
Cover/Land Use Data

LEARN MORE »
F

Visit the Data Guide for more information on the data sources included in the fact sheets, as well as additional
resources. Access to land use/land cover map viewers, GIS datasets, and detailed methods documentation are
available from Chesapeake Conservancy.
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Tree Cover Status & Change
FOR CUMBERLAND COUNTY, PA

43.6%

Total Parcent of
County with Tree Caver

$42.6 Million

Annual Benefits provided by Tree Cover
(in reduced air pollution, stormwater, & carbon dioxide)

-791 Acres

Net Loss of Trae Cover on
Developed Lands, 2013 to 2017

What is the land use/land cover 5
N Where does tree cover occur in your county?
breakdown in your county?

350,179 ACRES OF LAND AREA 83-9% 1-4%

IN CUMBERLAND COUNTY is in forest
(128,186 scros)

Is over impervious
(2,075 acres)

9.4% 5.3%
is over turf grass is other tree cover
UU\ (14411 acres) (8,144 acres)

What are some benefits of tree cover
in your county?
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Total Air Pollution Removal Value
9.680 Ibs removed annually
$9.2 Million saved annually
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How is tree cover changing on

ped and developing lands?

County Fact Sheets now available..(municipal coming later in 2023)
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Tree Cover Change on developed/developing lands (2013-2017)
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Losses (994 acies)
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Tree Cover Status & Change
FOR CUMBERLAND COUNTY, PA

What is the land use/land cover | — _
| Where does tree cover occur in your county?

43.6% $42.6 Million -791 Acres breakdown in your county? 873 9% 1.4%
Total Percent of Annual Benefits provided by Tree Cover Net Loss of Tree Cover an I8 0 A (1]
County with Tree Caver (in reduced air pollution, sturymwater, & carbon dioxide) Developed Lands, 2013 to 2017 350,179 ACRES OF LAND AREA - . .
e L i . i . R L IN CUMBERLAND COUNTY is in forast IS5 ovEr impanious
(128,186 acres) (2,075 acres)

9.4% 5.3%

is ovear turf grass is other tree cover
4\ (14,41 acres) (8,144 scres)

What are some benefits of tree cover
| in your county?

Total Air Pollution Removal Value
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$5.0 million saved annually
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26,560 acres 643 acres 151,000 tons removed annually
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How is tree cover changing on
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Additional Resources
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Local Government Guide: Capitalizing on the Benefits of Trees

A Local Government Guide to the Chesapeake Bay is a seven-module series created to support decision-making by local officials. As demonstrated in Module 4 (Capitalizing on
the Benefits of Trees), local officials can achieve mutually beneficial outcomes by prioritizing local economic development, infrastructure resiliency, public health, and education,
while also protecting and enhancing the environment. Please use the below resources widely to help advance local tree canopy efforts. As a companion product, State Tree
Resource Guides were created to highlight the state programs and grant opportunities that can help local governments achieve their goals.

Resources to Download

Capitalizing on the Benefits of Trees (PPT)
Capitalizing on the Benefits of Trees (PDF)

Fact Sheet: Capitalizing on the Benefits of Trees
Delaware Tree Resource Guide

Maryland Tree Resource Guide

New York Tree Resource Guide

Pennsylvania Tree Resource Guide

Virginia Tree Resource Guide

West Virginia Tree Resource Guide




Additional Resources

N TREE
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SCORE
Find your score and help create
Tree Equity in cities and towns
across America.

Search for your town

Tree Equity Score

A map of tree cover in any city in the United States is too often a
map of race and income. This is unacceptable. Trees are critical TREE EQUITY SCORE

-0
[
'

/ t“

infrastructure that every person in every neighborhood deserves.
Trees can help address damaging environmental inequities like
air pollution.

The score evaluates data from each neighborhood’s:

Existing tree Population Income Employment
canopy density
Surface Race Age Health
temperature

These metrics are combined into a single score between 0 and
100. A score of 100 means that a neighborhood has achieved Tree
Equity. To learn more, visit our methodology page.




Tree Canopy Funding & Policy Roundtable
(FY22 GIT-Funded)

Virtual: March 13-14

Roundtable Outcomes:
Accelerate equitable, climate-resilient tree canopy

implementation across the watershed

*Equip local and state governments to advance coordinated solution pathways to
expand urban tree canopy in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Identify suite of strategies and specific actions (funding, policy, programmatic) to

advance tree goals
"Develop action plans in each Bay Jurisdiction



Event summary

e March13and 14

e Hosted by UMD EFC

e 125 participants

e Organized around the the themes of equity, climate resilience, and tree loss
e Presentations and interactive breakout discussions

e Goal: pinpoint funding, policy, and programmatic solution pathways to expand urban
tree canopy in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed
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Presentations

INTRODUCTION | Chesapeake Bay Watershed tree goals and progress c_umd-edu
Julie Mawhorter, USDA Forest Service \abi€

KEYNOTE | City of trees: Then, now, and in the future
Earl Eutsler, District of Columbia Department of Transportation

PANEL | Branching out: Leveraging climate goals to achieve tree
Rachel Lamb, Maryland Department of the Environment

Mark McPherson, City Forest Credits

Beth Krumrine, Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Enviro
Molly Hassett, New York Department of Environmental Conservation
PANEL | Stemming the loss: Policy solutions for tree canopy protect .. . jeesrs™™ oo
Karen Firehock, Green Infrastructure Center

Marian Honeczy, Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest Servic|_**=
Vincent Verweij, Arlington County Parks and Natural Resources

Katie Lautar, Baltimore Green Space



Presentations

KEYNOTE | Mitigating urban heat threats through a community-driven framework
Jeremy Hoffman, Virginia Science Museum and Sheri Shannon, Southside RelLeaf

PANEL | Rooted in equity: Ensuring tree canopy benefits for all
Erica Smith Fichman, Philadelphia Parks & Recreation
Brenda Richardson, Anacostia Parks and Community Coli PreSeﬂt
Ruby Stemmle, ecolatinos

PANEL | No leaf unturned: Local strategies to drive ad>.
Frank Rodgers, Cacapon Institute
Cody Kiefer, City of Lancaster, PA
Ryan Alston, Baltimore Tree Trust

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL Ra28NrZJAF610W5fUtsyS5y8MoNIoB sB




Discussion groups

~

Climate

e Datatechnical assistance
needs
e Building resilience into state

e Leveraging state and federal

\ funding
/

Equity

e All rooms discussed the same
prompts

and local tree policies

4

Tree loss

e Regional policy

e State policy

e Local policy: Cities

e Local policy: Smaller places

\

4

Advancing Local

Action

e One room for each state /
DC

\ _

\

4 sessions

7-9 rooms per
session (some
differentiated)

120 pages of
compiled input just
for breakouts



Example - input around tree loss

Major drivers of tree loss

Development .
- pl / Invasive Climate Inadequate/
inadequate planning . . maintenance
regulations / incentives species Impacts
management

for preservation)

Roadblocks: _ : Key strategies:
- Lack of capacity and expertise at local level - Proactive planning at all levels
- ([:)lfﬁcuI;c_y enggglqg partners - Need for incentives and regulations
ompeting priorities - Critical role of maintenance

- Lackof political will
- Difficulty of valuing trees / forests



Example - draft equity strategies

Amend grant funding programs to: (1) simplify the application process, (2) waive or reduce match

requirements for qualified applicants, (3) lengthen the grant / contract time scale, (4) fund ongoing

work and maintenance as well as planning (not just new projects), (5) prioritize community outreach
and engagement, (6) prioritize projects in disadvantaged communities.

In communities targeted for tree canopy initiatives, proactively identify and meaningfully partner with
existing champions and trusted voices, including civic associations, faith-based organizations, businesses,
local nonprofits, schools. Let the partner lead; spend time in the community; listen; be clear and honest.

Dedicate a greater share of state and local funding for community outreach and organizing (including to
hire dedicated outreach staff and to provide incentives for community members to participate in project
planning / implementation).

Invest in target communities through capacity building and technical assistance: direct grant-writing
assistance, community organizing training, professional development, “community blitzes” to connect
communities with resources.

Invest in target communities through workforce development: hire tree care coordinators and tree
maintenance staff from the communities served; provide training, mentorship and support.

Really important,
have grant navigators
to support locally led
proposals

How do we find
existing champions?
Partner with anchor
institutions-
churches, schools,
recreation programs

Need innovative
procurement

Ask around and
understand what
network exists and
how trees benefit
existing goals

Highlight this one,
include certifications
useful for finding



Roundtable Next Steps (summer 2023)

Jurisdiction Strategy Sessions & Action Plans

Comprehensive Roundtable Report and Executive Summary

Update Chesapeake Tree Canopy Logic and Action Plan (2023-2024)

Share key findings and recommendations with CBP Leadership and in public webinar



Biden-Harris Administration Announces
Historic Funding to Expand Access to
Trees and Green Spaces in Disadvantaged
Urban Communities

More than $1 billion from President Biden’s Investing in America Agenda will increase urban tree cover,
boost equitable access to nature, and tackle the climate crisis

Newark, N.J., April 12, 2023 - Today the Biden-Harris Administration
is announcing the availability of $1 billion in grants to increase
equitable access to trees and green spaces in urban and community
forests where more than 84% of Americans live, work and play. The Contact: USDA Press
announcement is part of President Biden's Investing in America Email: press@usda.gov
agenda and the Administration’s work to build a clean energy

Press Release
Release No. 0080.23

economy, advance environmental justice and create economic
opportunity in communities across the country.

The funding announced today is part of a $1.5 billion investment in the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Program from President Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act.

Inflation Reduction Act Funding

US Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry

Program ($1.5 billion)

1. Funding to state forestry agencies announced
April 12 ($250 million)

2. National grant competition closes June 1 (Up to
$1 billion)

More on State Forestry IRA Funding
Competitive sub-grant programs for disadvantaged
communities (CEQ Climate and Economic Justice
Screening Tool) - later in 2023/early 2024

DC - $750,000

DE - $750,000

MD - $6 million

PA - $9.75 million

NY - $13.5 million

VA - $6.6 million

WYV - $750,000

Notice of Funding Opportunity (due June 1): https://iraucfgrants.urbanandcommunityforests.org/




Ideas/ questions for next Watershed Agreement

e Stronger incentives/credits and policy options focused on conserving, maintaining and expanding
tree canopy (integrated with TMDL, MS4, and other drivers)

® |s 2400 acres net gain the right target? (when we lost over 25K acres in a 4-5 year period)

® Incorporate additional tree equity metrics into the outcome?

e How to collaborate more effectively around related outcomes (that are separate in CBP structure)?
O Tree canopy with DEIJ, climate, stewardship, land use, land conservation, healthy watersheds, etc.




Questions & Discussion
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Julie Mawnhorter,
julie.mawhorter@usda.gov
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