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Topics

1. WRR as a unique tool for integrating various products
2. Context for WRR and CBP collaboration
3. Potential coordination between CBP tools and the WRR
4. Discussion of next steps and states to pilot effort



https://watershedresourcesregistry.org/map/?config=stateConfigs/maryland.json

https://watershedresourcesregistry.org/map/?config=stateConfigs/maryland.json


What is a Watershed Resource 
Registry (WRR)?
Multi-faceted tool developed primarily to help federal and state 
agencies improve decision making for environmental resources, 
particularly those covered by CWA



Three Main 
Components

Collaborative Team (Technical 
Advisory Committee)

Interactive Online Map with 
integrated tools

Original Geospatial Analyses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I like to think of WRRs as dining room tables. They are online mapping tools, but they are meant to be an old fashioned map you have rolled out on the dining room table, where every one meets up to talk about the group vacation you’re all planning. Members of state and federal agencies, watershed commissions, etc come together each month to talk about the work they’ve been doing individually and then the WRR. It creates opportunities for collaboration, some of which involve the WRR and some of which don’t. But that is the value of a TAC meeting.  They’re also welcome to all. 




Collaborative Teams

Federal Partners 
(EPA, USACE, 

USFWS, FHWA)

State Agencies 
(DOTs, 

DEP/DEQs, DNRs)

Other (non-
profits, local 

gov’ts)



Status of State Technical Advisory Committees

• MD, PA, DE, and WV have active quarterly or monthly TAC meetings
• VA involves monthly coordination with a representative, but has had 

less engagement because WetCAT is the preferred tool for wetlands
• DC does not currently have a WRR
• NY is under EPA Region 2 and does not currently have a WRR



Benefits of 
Watershed 
Resources 

Registry

Integrates and streamlines 
regulatory programs

Creates a statewide vision for 
preservation and restoration

Reveals data needs within a 
given state

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Focused on benefits for the CBP. Will use to highlight suitability analyses and in-app analyses and reports that are publicly available and able to be tweaked and added to. Also highlight inter-agency coordination for each state (including state agencies and EPA/USACE/DOT)



Tool Integration

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The idea of WRRs initially was that you could create one tool where everyone came together. Times are different. It is easier to create online tools than ever before. No one tool can do everything. And as a dinner table, our goal is two-fold. Create the best tool we can with the resources all of our partners can compile, and support each partner in their individual efforts by connecting and promoting their tools. This is why we list State Tools first in a our drop-down menu, and why we’d like to add a section for Chesapeake Bay specific tools.



Background

• CBP has published many GIS products (with still more on the way)
• Challenge: targeting developed tools to a userbase

• Desire to streamline tools to be “one stop shop” for partners where 
possible

• WRR is an existing platform designed with this purpose in mind
• Provide necessary infrastructure

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Targeting tools to userbase is twofold: 1) connecting users to where tools or layers are hosted and 2) ensuring that the tools are developed in a way that matches how potential users need to use it for their work where it has the needed data, analysis, and product all in one. Also number of tools is somewhat overwhelming to sort through

- Most tool/product development has been focused on visualization instead of analysis

- Why the WRR: degree of state buy-in, significant mapping infrastructure that lends itself to adding data or functional features pretty quickly




Potential Projects to Better Integrate CBP 
tools with the WRR
• Development of a tree planting/riparian featured collection of layers

• Urban (“Community”) Tree Canopy
• Layers for prioritizing planting locations based on equity

• Update with new higher-resolution hydrography and land use data
• Including new riparian indicator layer (Forest Buffers outcome)

• Advising the update of riparian suitability analyses to reflect updated 
threshold criteria and data

• Incorporation of upcoming data related to forest fragmentation

• Other ideas welcome! What are your current priorities that we could work 
toward?



Next Steps

• Is there interest in pursuing this collaborative effort?
• Volunteers to participate in monthly-quarterly discussions for the 

integration of needed data and tools into the WRR for analysis?
• Maybe one-two states to start with?



Questions?
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