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MDA Requires that for BMP’s to be reported as 
“Implemented”, they must be identified and 
verified on the farm by a trained employee or 

technical service provider.  
 

This Functional Equivalent process was 
developed by MDA and reviewed by CBP staff. 



Why does MDA think it is 
Important to Inventory Farms? 

!  There a several reasons MDA does BMP Inventories: 
!  To give farmers credit for all the good conservation work 

they have completed on their land. 
!  To update landowners/renters conservation plans and 

assist them with new conservation practices and funding to 
resolve resource issues. 

!  To get an accurate accounting for WIP conservation 
practices on Maryland Farms including cost-shared and 
non-cost shared practices. 

!  To help evaluate farmers for other programs- FSCAP, 
Maryland Nutrient Trading Program, Maryland 
Agricultural Certainty. 

!  To determine Maryland Agriculture progress toward the 
Two Year Milestones. 



Example of Draft 
WIP Best 

Management  
Practice Inventory 

Documentation 
Worksheets 



MDA Non-Cost Shared 
Practice Documentation 

!  The key to identifying Non-Cost Shared Practices is that they: 1)meet a standard 
(NRCS or FE), and; 2) were installed by the farmer with no cost sharing. 

!  The Non-Cost shared BMP Verification Procedures Manual- MDA- Version 2.0 
March 12, 2013 is to be used for guidance on identification and documentation. 

!  If a Practices meets a  NRCS Standard---fill out a Best Management Practice 
Verification Report. 

!  If a practice does not meet a NRCS Standard but meets the FE definition---fill out a 
FE worksheet. 

!  A photo will be taken of these practices as part of the documentation. 

!  All forms are by signed and dated and filed in the SCWQP file folder. 

!  The practice information is entered into MDA Contrack. 
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Maryland Functional 
Equivalent Practices 
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Objective Of Verification 
Manual 
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e.    FSCAP Evaluation 
f.     Agricultural Certainty Evaluation 
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(Including photos and other 
documentation) 



Standards and 
Specifications 

First-- determine if the practice meets MD NRCS standards, 
regardless of funding.  There are 160+ National NRCS 
practices. Maryland as 100+ practices. This Inventory 
focuses on 47 practices and 14 Functional Equivalents 

To look at National NRCS standards go to: 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/
national/technical/references/?&cid=nrcs143_026849 

To look at MD NRCS Standards go to: 

http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?map=US 
and pick Maryland and your county.  Then pick Section IV 
for Maryland practice standards. 



! "#$!%#&'()*+,-.!/01!2-,3435+'3#$!1,#5-.6,-&!0+$6+7!
8+'-9!!0+,5*!:;<!;=:>!

! 2-,&3#$!"#9!;?=!
1+@-!A!#4!>B!

!

!"#$%&'(')"*"($%+,'-$.-"%/",.0.-'$.1(%2"31,$%
4&""$#%5267%7$'(8',89%

6113",'$1,%5'*":%;88,"##%'(8%+<1("%=%
%
%
%
%

%

>7;%>',*%?%@,'-$% A.#$,.-$% B(#3"-$.1(%@C3"%
%

!!! !!!!C$3'3+7!C$&D-5'3#$!
!!! !!!!E?F?G!
!!! !!!!"6',3-$'!H,+.3$@!
!!! !!!!G-5*-5I!
!!! !!!!J'*-,!KKKKKKKKK!

+',-"D%BA=% &A;%+D'(%BA%=%

!"#$%&'(')"*"($%
+,'-$.-"%

A'$"%
B(#$'DD"8%

EF$"($%
B*3D"*"($"8%

G(.$% 61**"($%

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

! KKLKKLKKKK! ! ! !

!
:? 8#-&L.#!'*-!/01M&N!O--'!'*-!56,,-$'!"G%)!&'+$.+,.!+&!.-43$-.!3$!'*-!"G%)(PJHQR! !S-&! !"#!

;? C&!'*-!/01!T-3$@!6'373U-.!'#!+5*3-V-!+$!-$V3,#$O-$'+7!T-$-43'R! !S-&! !"#!

>? C&!'*-,-!+$W!O+3$'-$+$5-!X#,I!$--.-.!'#!T,3$@!'*-!D,#Y-5'!6D!'#!'*-!&'+$.+,.R! !S-&! !"#!

Z? [+&!'*-!)%8!.3&56&&-.!+$W!3OD,#V-O-$'&!#,!5#,,-5'3V-!+5'3#$&!X3'*!'*-!5##D-,+'#,R!! !S-&! !"#!

\? ]377!'*-!#X$-,!+@,--!'#!5#OD7-'-!+$.!&3@$!+$!"G%)!JD-,+'3#$!+$.!0+3$'-$+$5-!17+$!! !S-&! !"#!
! '#!+77#X!'*-!D,+5'35-!'#!T-!.#56O-$'-.!3$!'*-!%#$&-,V+'3#$!17+$R!

^_D-5'-.!%#OD7-'3#$!8+'-9!KKKLKKKLKKK!

)%8!8-&5,3D'3#$LG-O+,I&9!
!
!
!
!
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK! ! ! ! ! ! KKKKKKKKKKKK!
)%8!G-V3-X-,9!!"+O-<!1#&3'3#$<!+$.!)3@$+'6,-! ! ! ! ! ! ! 8+'-!#4!G-V3-X! ! !



! "#$!%#&'()*+,-.!/01!2-,3435+'3#$!1,#5-.6,-&!0+$6+7!
8+'-9!!0+,5*!:;<!;=:>!

! 2-,&3#$!"#9!;?=!
1+@-!:>!#4!>A!

!

!"!#$% %&'())$*%+,##$'%-.*(/%
!BC-D#,'-.!EF!G5,-&H!
%
*$#0102031%
I,+&&-&<!@,+&&(73J-!D7+$'&!+$.!4#,E&!'*+'!+,-!-&'+E73&*-.!#,!K+$+@-.!'#!D,#L3.-!+!*-,E+5-#6&!E644-,!
7#5+'-.!+.M+5-$'!'#!+$.!6D(@,+.3-$'!4,#K!N+'-,!E#.3-&!#,!+!&',3D!#,!+,-+!#4!*-,E+5-#6&!L-@-'+'3#$!'*+'!
,-K#L-&!5#$'+K3$+$'&!4,#K!#L-,7+$.!47#N!7#5+'-.!+.M+5-$'!'#!5,#D7+$.?!!O*3&!3$576.-&!+,-+&!'*+'!
46$5'3#$!+&!,3D+,3+$!*-,E+5-#6&!E644-,&<!437'-,!&',3D&!+$.P#,!@,+&&-.!N+'-,N+F&?!
%
4,'43)$)%
O*3&!D,+5'35-!3&!'#!,-.65-!-Q5-&&!+K#6$'&!#4!&-.3K-$'<!#,@+$35!K+'-,3+7<!$6',3-$'&<!D-&'353.-&!+$.!#'*-,!
D#776'+$'&!3$!&6,4+5-!,6$#44!+$.!,-.65-!-Q5-&&!$6',3-$'&!+$.!#'*-,!5*-K35+7&!3$!&*+77#N!@,#6$.!N+'-,!
47#N!+$.!'#!3$5,-+&-!5+,E#$!&'#,+@-!3$!D7+$'!E3#K+&&!+$.!&#37&?!
%
531*02031)%67$'$%4'(5205$%(4480$)%
O*3&!D,+5'35-!R6+734F!34!+DD73-.!#$!&'+E7-!+,-+&!+.M+5-$'!'#!D-,K+$-$'!#,!3$'-,K3''-$'!&',-+K&<!7+J-&<!
D#$.&<!N-'7+$.&!+$.!+,-+&!N3'*!@,#6$.!N+'-,!,-5*+,@-?!!
!
5'02$'0(%
O#!,-.65-!-Q5-&&!+K#6$'&!#4!&-.3K-$'<!#,@+$35!K+'-,3+7<!$6',3-$'&<!D-&'353.-&!+$.!#'*-,!D#776'+$'&!3$!
&6,4+5-!,6$#44!+$.!,-.65-!-Q5-&&!$6',3-$'&!+$.!#'*-,!5*-K35+7&!3$!&*+77#N!@,#6$.!N+'-,!47#N?!
!
S#,!+,-+&!+.M+5-$'!'#!&6,4+5-!N+'-,<!'*-!K3$3K6K!N3.'*!&*+77!E-!+'!7-+&'!:=!4--'!K-+&6,-.!*#,3T#$'+77F!
#$!+!73$-!D-,D-$.3567+,!'#!'*-!N+'-,!E#.F<!E-@3$$3$@!+'!'*-!'#D!#4!E+$J!#,!N-'7+$.!-.@-?!U$!#,.-,!'#!
+.-R6+'-7F!+..,-&&!N+'-,!R6+73'F<!'*-!E644-,!N3.'*!K+F!$--.!'#!E-!-QD+$.-.!'#!3$576.-!3KD#,'+$'!
,-&#6,5-!4-+'6,-&!&65*!+&!N-'7+$.&<!&'--D!&7#D-&<!+,-+&!'*+'!+,-!#55+&3#$+77F!#,!&-+&#$+77F!47##.-.<!#,!
5,3'35+7!*+E3'+'&?!!
!
V3L-&'#5J!&*+77!E-!5#$',#77-.!#,!-Q576.-.!+&!$-5-&&+,F!'#!+5*3-L-!+$.!K+3$'+3$!'*-!3$'-$.-.!D6,D#&-?!!
!
17+$'!+$.!+$3K+7!D-&'!&D-53-&!&*+77!E-!5#$',#77-.!'#!'*-!-Q'-$'!4-+&3E7-!'#!+5*3-L-!+$.!K+3$'+3$!'*-!
3$'-$.-.!D6,D#&-!#4!'*-!L-@-'+'3L-!5#L-,?!"#Q3#6&!N--.&!&*+77!E-!5#$',#77-.!+&!,-R63,-.!EF!&'+'-!7+N?!
!
34$'(2031%(1*%.(012$1(15$%
U$&D-5'3#$&!#4!'*-!$+'6,+7!@,+&&-.!E644-,!+,-!,-R63,-.!+'!7-+&'!-L-,F!>!F-+,&?!
!
%#$',#7!5#$5-$',+'-.!47#N!#,!K+&&!&#37!K#L-K-$'!6D(@,+.3-$'!#4!'*-!E644-,!'#!K+3$'+3$!E644-,!46$5'3#$?!!
!
)D-53-&!&*+77!*+L-!&'344!&'-K&!+$.!*3@*!&'-K!.-$&3'F!$-+,!'*-!@,#6$.!&6,4+5-?!
%
),443'201&%*(2(%(1*%*35,.$12(2031%
%#KD7-'-!+55#KD+$F3$@!N#,J&*--'!+$.!.#56K-$'!#$!5#$&-,L+'3#$!D7+$!K+D?! !



! "#$!%#&'()*+,-.!/01!2-,3435+'3#$!1,#5-.6,-&!0+$6+7!
8+'-9!!0+,5*!:;<!;=:>!

! 2-,&3#$!"#9!;?=!
1+@-!:A!#4!>B!

!

!"!#$% %&'())$*%+,##$'%-.*(/%012345667%

811962:712%;:<6=%(>>2644%:?>%@51?6%A%

%
%
%
%

%

#)(%#:2<%B%C2:D7% *E472ED7% F?496D7E1?%CG96%
%

!!! !!!!C$3'3+7!C$&D-5'3#$!
!!! !!!!E?F?G!
!!! !!!!"6',3-$'!H,+.3$@!
!!! !!!!G-5*-5I!
!!! !!!!J'*-,!KKKKKKKKK!

@:2D6H%F*A% .*(%@H:?%F*%A%

:? L*-$!M+&!'*-!D,+5'35-!3$&'+77-.N!KKKKKKKKOKKKKKKKKKKK!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!0#$'*!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!P-+,!

;? Q#M!3&!'*-!R644-,!S+$+@-.N!C&!3'!S#M-.N!C&!3'!-T-,!R6,$-.!.#M$N!C&!3'!4-,'373U-.N!Q#M!+,-!M--.&!
5#$',#77-.N!8-&5,3R-9!
!

!
!

>? L*V!$#!5#&'(&*+,-N!
!"#'!+M+,-!'*+'!5#&'(&*+,-!M+&!+T+37+R7-!!!!!! !"#'!-73@3R7-!
! !1,#@,+S&!'##!5#SD735+'-.!
!1,#@,+S&!'+I-!'##!7#$@!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !"#'!&-7-5'-.!4#,!D,#@,+S!!!!!!
!J'*-,9!!!!!!!!!!!

!
A? 8#-&!'*-!R644-,!R#,.-,!+! !,3T-,<! !&',-+S<! !4#,-&'!!#,! !.3'5*N!

!
P!!O!!!"!

W? F,-!73T-&'#5I!-X576.-.!4,#S!'*-!R644-,N!
P!!O!!!"!O!"F!

Y? Q#M!M3.-!3&!'*-!$#$(5#&'(&*+,-.!R644-,N!C4!3'!R644-,&!M+'-,<!S-+&6,-!4,#S!'*-!'#D!#4!'*-!
R+$I?!C4!R644-,!M3.'*!T+,3-&!&3@$3435+$'7V<!,-5#,.!+T-,+@-!M3.'*!!!!!!
!!!!!!!

!

Z? Q#M!7#$@!3&!'*-!R644-,N!
!

!

B? C&!'*-!R644-,!'*35IN!C&!'*-,-!*3@*!&'-S!.-$&3'V!$-+,!'*-!@,#6$.!&6,4+5-N!8#-&!'*-!@,+&&!
+DD-+,!*-+7'*VN!F,-!R+,-!&D#'&!4-M!#,!$#$-N!8-&5,3R-9!

!
!

P!!O!!!"!

[? L*+'!3&!'*-!7+$.!6&-!6D&7#D-!#4!'*-!R644-,N!! !%,#D7+$.!!! !1+&'6,-!!! !Q+V!! !J'*-,!
!

:=? C&!S+3$'-$+$5-!#,!#'*-,!M#,I!$--.-.!'*+'!5+$!S+I-!'*-!R644-,!+5*3-T-!'*-!&'+$.+,.N!
8-&5,3R-9!
!

!

P!!O!!!"!

::? 8#-&!'*-!D,+5'35-!D,#T3.-!+$!-$T3,#$S-$'+7!R-$-43'N!
!

P!O!"!

!
!
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK! ! ! ! !!! ! !KKKKKKKKKKKK!
)%8!G-T3-M-,9!!"+S-<!1#&3'3#$<!+$.!)3@$+'6,-!! ! ! ! !! ! 8+'-!#4!G-T3-M!



Cooperator 
Name & Address etc 

Parcel (MPV#) 
Acres (Crop, Woodland, HQ etc) 

Animal Info 

Best Management Practice(s) 
Type 

Amount 
Date Installed 

Cost-Share Program(s) 

Contrack Data Hierarchy 

Conservation Plan 
Plan Date 
Plan Type 

Operation Information 



Contrack Report for 
Farmer Installed Practices 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



Example of Field Inventory and  
BMP’s Identified for Reporting  

Practice Unit Total Units 
Identified on 
Farm 

Meeting NRCS 
Standard 
 

Meets 
MDA FE 
Standard 

Need 
work to 
meet 
NRCS or 
FE 
Standard 

393 Grass 
Buffer 

Ac 3,000 1,600 (35+’) 400 (10’) 0 

382 
Fencing 

Ft 27,000 3,000 (Wooden 
Post-Barb and 
Woven Wire) 

22,000 (2 
Strand 
High Ten. 
Elect) 

2,000 
(Elect –
needs 
repair) 

614 
Watering 
Facility 

No 5 4  (Round- 
Concrete) 

1 (Plastic 
Drum) 

0 



Purpose of Today’s 
Presentation 

1)  Introduce the AgWG to MDA’s procedures for 
Identifying, Verifying and Reporting Functional 
Equivalents. 

2)  Discuss how to go about providing a 
effectiveness ratings through the AgWG BMP 
Protocol Process (we do not believe FE’s would 
go through the whole process but may be 
assigned a lesser effectiveness rating by some 
methodology(?)) 

3)  Determine Next Steps to Move Forward. 
4)  Once approved-upload the FE practices to 

NEIEN 



Next Steps ? 


