


 Virginia’s Ag BMP Program –  

Currently all Cost-Share, Tax Credit and Voluntary BMP 

Practices require following NRCS standards and 

Specifications for the necessary practice components 

 Options for farmers vary;  

◦ 40 BMPs provide for Cost share and/or Tax 

Credit incentives 

◦ 18 BMPs provide a Tax Credit Only option 

◦ 11 BMPS are for CREP only projects 

◦ 13 BMPs are for TMDL only projects  



1. Winter Cover Crops 

2. Conservation Tillage (no-till) 

3. Development/Implementation of 

Nutrient Management Plans and 

Practices 

4. Riparian (streamside) Buffers 

5. Livestock Exclusion (livestock 

watering systems/streamside 

fencing) 
 

 



BMP VACS BMP 

 Grass/Forest buffers 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

Buffers Riparian Cropland CRFR3, FR-3 

Buffers Riparian Hay CRFR3, FR-3 

Buffers Riparian Pasture CRFR3, FR-3 

Buffers Riparian Total CRFR3, FR-3 

Grass Buffers Riparian Cropland CRWQ-1, WQ-1 

Grass Buffers Riparian Hay CRWQ-1, WQ-1 

Grass Buffers Riparian Pasture CRWQ-1, WQ-1 

Grass Buffers Riparian Total CRWQ-1, WQ-1 

Land Retirement Ag SL-1, SL-1W, SL-11 

Upland Tree Planting Ag FR-1 

Wetland Restoration CRWQ-6B, WQ-6B 
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BMP VACS BMP 

Conservation tillage 

  

  

Continuous No-Till  SL-15A, CCI-CNT 

Conservation Till (excluding CNT acres) NA 

Cover Crop Standard planting Specialty Crop SL-8 

Cover crops 

  

  

Cover Crop Standard planting SL-8B 

Cover Crop Early planting SL-8B 

Commodity Cover Crop Early planting SL-8H 

  

Stream exclusion 

  

Stream Access Control with Fencing  CRWP-2, WP-2, WP-2T 

Alternative Water Pasture SL-6B 

Stream Access Control with Fencing & Prescribed Grazing 

Pasture CRSL-6, SL-6 
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BMP VACS BMP 

  

  

Nutrient management 

  

  

  

Animal Waste Management System  WP-4 

Barnyard Runoff Controls/Loafing Management WP-4B 

Nutrient Management Specialty Crops NM-1 

Nutrient Management Cropland NM-1 

Nutrient Management Hay NM-1 

Nutrient Management Pasture NM-1 

Nutrient Management Ag Total NM-1 

Non Urban Stream Restoration (lin. ft) WP-2A, WP-2C 

Mortality Composters WP-4C 

Water Control Structures WQ-5 

6 



BMP VACS BMP 

Horse Pasture Management SL-6A 

Harvesting Practices FR-4 

Conservation Plan Cropland NA 

Conservation Plan Hay NA 

Conservation Plan Pasture NA 

Poultry Litter Transport NA 

Phytase (Poultry and Swine) NA 

Dairy Precision Feeding and Forage Management NA 

Carbon Sequestration/Alternative Crops NA 

Decision /Precision Agriculture NA 

Enhanced Nutrient Management NA 

Ammonia Emissions Reduction NA 

Liquid Manure Injection NA 

Poultry Litter Injection NA 

Urban Erosion & Sediment Controls NA 

Cropland Irrigation Management NA 

Cropland Drainage Phosphorus-sorbing Materials (PSMs) NA 

Mortality Incinerators WP-4F 

Vegetative Environmental Buffers (VEB) NA 
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 VA has a robust web-based BMP recording and 

tracking system in place, used by all 47 districts 

 VA now has a voluntary BMP capture 

“Strategy”  

 Ag conservation actions can be recognized & 

rewarded; BMPs accredited 

 These collective actions lead to a better 

understanding of ag conservation across the 

landscape 

 “Capturing” all practices(Cost-Share and 

Voluntary) may reduce projected 

implementation costs to meet goals 
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