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Summary

The objective of the Chesapeake Bay basin-wide Benthic Index of Biological Integrity, or “Chessie B-I1BI,”
is to evaluate macroinvertebrate community health in non-tidal streams and wadeable rivers in a
uniform manner and in the context of the entire Chesapeake Bay basin.

Description

Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) partners collaborated in 2010 to refine a prototype benthic index of
biotic integrity (“Chessie B-1BI”) for regional assessments of the health of the streams and wadeable
rivers in the Chesapeake Bay watershed (basin). Multiple federal, state, river basin, and local monitoring
programs collect benthic macroinvertebrate samples in the 64,000 square mile Chesapeake Bay
watershed. These programs use somewhat similar field methods and calculate a common suite of
indicators from the data. The challenge is that each program scores and evaluates these indicators
differently in order to assess its waters for regulatory purposes, which sometimes makes assessments of
the data at a regional scale impossible. The purpose of the Chessie B-IBI is to evaluate non-tidal benthic
macroinvertebrate community health in a uniform manner and in the context of the entire Chesapeake
Bay basin.

Credits
There are no credits for this item.

Use limitations

None. Please check sources, scale, accuracy, currentness and other available information. Please confirm
that you are using the most recent copy of both data and metadata. Acknowledgement of the EPA would
be appreciated.
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CONSTRAINTS

LIMITATIONS OF USE
None. Please check sources, scale, accuracy, currentness and other available information.
Please confirm that you are using the most recent copy of both data and metadata.
Acknowledgement of the EPA would be appreciated.
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ONLINE LINKAGE http://data.chesapeakebay.net/?DB=CBP_NTBENDB
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DESCRIPTION
ABSTRACT

Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) partners collaborated in 2010 to refine a prototype benthic
index of biotic integrity (“Chessie B-I1BI”) for regional assessments of the health of the
streams and wadeable rivers in the Chesapeake Bay watershed (basin). Multiple federal,
state, river basin, and local monitoring programs collect benthic macroinvertebrate samples
in the 64,000 square mile Chesapeake Bay watershed. These programs use somewhat
similar field methods and calculate a common suite of
indicators from the data. The challenge is that each program scores and evaluates these
indicators differently in order to assess its waters for regulatory purposes, which sometimes
makes assessments of the data at a regional scale impossible. The purpose of the Chessie
B-IBI is to evaluate non-tidal benthic macroinvertebrate community health in a uniform
manner and in the context of the entire Chesapeake Bay basin.

PURPOSE
The objective of the Chesapeake Bay basin-wide Benthic Index of Biological Integrity,
or “Chessie B-1BI,” is to evaluate macroinvertebrate community health in non-tidal streams
and wadeable rivers in a uniform manner and in the context of the entire Chesapeake Bay
basin.
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None. Please check sources, scale, accuracy, currentness and other available information.
Please confirm that you are using the most recent copy of both data and metadata.
Acknowledgement of the EPA would be appreciated.
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CONTACT ADDRESS
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HORIZONTAL DATUM NAME  North American Datum of 1983
ELLiPsoID NAME  Geodetic Reference System 1980
SEMI-MAJOR AXIS 6378137.000000

DENOMINATOR OF FLATTENING RATIO 298.257222
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