
Restoration of Brook Trout Populations 
and Supporting Habitats:  

 
Identifying Measures of Success 



Objectives 

• Identify rationale for change in brook trout 
outcome objective  
– Correct scale 

– Cost effective 

– Detects meaningful change 

– Allows for project-based accountability of actions 

 

• Foster discussion and seek assistance in 
identifying appropriate measures for success 

 



Brook Trout Outcome 

• 2010 EO Strategy: Restore 58 sub-
watersheds from ‘reduced’ (10-50% habitat 
loss) to ‘healthy’ (less than 10% habitat loss) 
classification by 2025. 
– Crafted with input from Habitat GIT and EBTJV 

 

• February 24, 2012 the EBTJV recommended 
the outcome be revised to reflect new science 
conducted at finer catchment-scale 

 - Sub-watersheds are HUC 6, catchments are finer 
scale 

 

 















Assessment Scales 

Sub-basins (4th HUC; 8 digit) 

     53 (avg size= 254,172 ha) 

 

Watersheds (5th HUC; 

10 digit) 

     690 (avg size = 41,201 ha) 

 

Subwatersheds (6th HUC; 

12 digit) 

    3,079 (avg size = 8,879 ha) 

 

Catchments  (14 digit ?) 

   124,688 (avg size = 237 ha)  









Brook Trout Distribution: Sub-basin (4th HUC) 

88% of 85 sub-
basins 

“Brook trout are  well 
distributed  throughout their 
native range”. 



Brook Trout Distribution: Watershed (5th HUC) 

72% of 690 
watersheds 

“There have been some losses 
of brook trout but they are still 
found in approximately 75% of 
their range”. 



Brook Trout Distribution: Subwatershed (6th HUC) 

47 % of 3,079 
subwatersheds 

“Brook trout have been 
extirpated from over half of 
their historic subwatersheds”. 



Brook Trout Distribution: Catchments 

11 % of 124,688 

catchments 

“Brook trout do not 
occupy 90% of their 
historic catchments” 

















Discussion 


