
 
 

Principals’ Staff Committee 
March 2, 2020 

 
Actions/Decisions 

 
Letter to USDA Secretary on Funding  

• Note: Ann Swanson advised that the Chesapeake Bay Commission (CBC) sent a letter co-signed 
by VA, WV, PA, MD and NY to US Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack commending 
USDA on its decision to provide Direct Hire Authority for over 1500 new entry-level field office 
technical staff. The letter further urged that Critical Conservation Areas, especially the 
Chesapeake Bay, be prioritized for the new positions, along with the Conservation Technical 
Assistance (CTA) and program funding to support them directly. Partners were advised to keep 
an eye out for additional positive provisions in the pending economic stimulus package. 

 
DEIJ Implementation Plan and Community Action Board 

GIT-funded Project  

• Action: The PSC requested that the Diversity Work Group report to the PSC at the next possible 
PSC meeting (either  the May meeting or the September meeting) on the status of the GIT-
funded project, “Cultivating and Strengthening Relationships with Underrepresented 
Stakeholders.” Included in that report will be a summary of the feedback from community 
members. (Note: The project has not been awarded to a grantee as of 3/8/21.)   

• Action: EPA agreed to provide the PSC with the set of questions that will be used as part of the 
GIT-funded outreach project.  
 

CAB Proposal 

• Action: The DEIJ Action Team provided initial recommendations and options for the 
establishment of a community advisory board (CAB). The PSC requested that the DEIJ Action 
Team provide another option that evaluates  the merits of incorporating the vision for a stand-
alone CAB into existing CBP advisory committees, including evaluating the governance 
documents (or bylaws) for CAC, LGAC and STAC to broaden their missions to better support DEI 
principles.  

 
Chesapeake Bay Program Budget/Monitoring Funding 

• Action: The PSC Chair requested that the CBPO make an assessment of what level of funding is 
needed to provide "good" monitoring program capacity (as referenced in the presentation) and 
report back to the PSC. The CBPO will also poll jurisdictions to determine if/how funding for 
monitoring has changed since the COVID pandemic. 

 
Executive Order on Climate Change/EC Climate Directive 

• Decision: The PSC supports moving forward with an Executive Council directive on climate 
change for action at the Fall 2021 EC meeting.  PSC members suggested that the directive focus 
on adaptation considering cobenefits and the nexus between climate, water quality, flooding, 



forest buffers, land conservation, wetlands, and soil health.  The directive should speak to how 
climate change will impact the effectiveness/sustainability of water quality BMPs.  The directive 
should focus on green infrastructure and blue carbon and consider the linkage been CO2 and 
NOx.  The language used in the directive should engage all partners including those focused on 
energy development.   

• Action: The PSC requested that the Climate Change Action Team provide draft language for the 
directive at the next PSC meeting (May). Ann Jennings agreed to contact Andy Miller for details 
about two new relevant STAC reports (complete).  

 
Conowingo WIP  

• Action: The CWIP Steering Committee agreed to provide an update and summary of comments 
and responses to the comments on the public draft of the CWIP.  

• Action: EPA will provide a response to Delaware’s question: When the Center for Watershed 
Protection’s objective is development and implementation of a CWIP, is implementation defined 
by administrative work only or also for on-the-ground work? 

• Action: EPA agreed to provide a date certain for its review of the draft CWIP.   
 
Remediation BMP Expert Panel 

• Action: The PSC Chair directed the CBP to act on the request from Sec. Grumbles to establish an 
expert panel to assess remediation/dredging as a BMP.  

 
Environmental Literacy Summit 

• Note: Pennsylvania is hosting the biennial Environmental Literacy summit in June or July 2021. 
Sec. Cindy Dunn is co-chairing the event.  The summit is invitation only and the PSC members 
will be asked to help reach out to their departments of education counterparts to help ensure 
coordinated attendance.  

 
PSC Roll Call March 2, 2021 

Jurisdictions 

Ben Grumbles 
Dinorah Dalmasy 
Paul Emmart 
Matt Rowe 
Kathy Stecker 
Suzanne Dorsey 

Md Dept of the Environment 

Jeannie Haddaway- Riccio 
Dave Goshorn 

MD Dept of Natural Resources 

Jason Keppler MD Dept of Agriculture 

Robert McCord 
Jason Dubow 
Debbie Herr Cornwell 

MD Dept of Planning 

Tommy Wells 
Katherine Antos 
John Maleri 
Kevin Newman 

DC Dept of the Environment 

Shawn Garvin 
Marcia Fox 

DE Dept of Natural Resources & 
Environmental Control 



Terry Deputy 
Clare Sevcik  
Brittany Sturgis 
Michael Coverdale 

Michael Scuse 
Chris Brosch 

DE Dept of Agriculture 

Patrick McDonnell 
Aneca Atkinson  
Brian Chalfant  
Jill Whitcomb 
Josh Lookenbill 

PA Dept of Environmental 
Protection 

Russell Redding 
Greg Hostetter  
Karl Brown 

PA Dept of Agriculture 

Cindy Dunn 
Matt Keefer  

PA Dept of Conservation & Natural 
Resources 

Matt Strickler 
Ann Jennings  
Meryem Karad 

VA Office of the Secretary of 
Natural Resources 

David Paylor  
James Martin 
Art Buehler 

VA Dept of Environmental Quality 

Bettina Ring 
Terry Lasher 

VA Dept of Agriculture and 
Forestry 

Jim Tierney  
Lauren Townley 
Cassandra Davis 
Clyde Cristman 

NY Dept of Environmental 
Conservation 

Scott Mandirola  
Teresa Koon 

WV Dept of Env Protection 

Joe Hatten WV Dept of Agriculture 

Ann Swanson 
Marel King  
Mark Hoffman 
Adrienne Kotula 

Chesapeake Bay Commission 

Federal Agencies 

Diana Esher  
Andrew Kreider  
Kelly Shenk  
Samantha Beers 
Suzanne Trevena 
Tom Damm 
Kyle Zieba 

EPA, Region 3 (Philadelphia) 

Carin Bisland 
Bill Jenkins 
Greg Barranco  
Lucinda Power 

 
 
 
 



Lewis Linker 
Tuana Phillips 
Rebecca Hindin 
Jeff Sweeney 
Greg Allen 
Bo Williams 
Meg Cole 
Amy Handen 
Michelle Guck 

 
 
EPA, CBPO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vicki Arroyo  
Brent Efron 
Chad Nitsch 
Jack Bowles 
Paul Leonard  
Tim Torma 

EPA HQ 

Terrell Erickson USDA 

Sally Claggett  
Katie Brownson 

USFS 

Carrie Robinson 
Sean Corson  
Julie Reichert-Nguyen 

NOAA 

Jonathan Meade  
Wendy O’Sullivan  

NPS 

Andrew May 
Alicia Logalbo 

USACE, Baltimore  
USACE, Norfolk 

Sharon Baumann 
Kevin DuBois 
Jessica Rodriguez 

DOD, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic 
Environmental Department 

Scott Phillips  
Peter Tango 
Gary Shenk 
Renee Thompson 

USGS 

Wendy Weber 
Genevieve LaRouche 
Chris Guy 

USFWS 

Advisory Committees  

Julie Lawson  
Jessica Blackburn 

CAC 

Ann Simonetti  
Ola-Imani Davis 
Jennifer Starr  

LGAC 

Andrew Miller  
Annabelle Harvey 

STAC 

Others  

Doug Austin SEE 



Garrett Stewart  
Chantal Madray 
Breck Sullivan 
Briana Yancy 
Marjorie Zeff 

 
 
Chesapeake Research Consortium 

Rachel Felver 
Marisa Baldine 
Caitlyn Johnstone 

Communications Workgroup/ 
Alliance for Ches. Bay 

Laura Cattell Noll Local Leadership Workgroup 

Ken Staver 
Kristin Saunders 

UMCES 

Jeff Corbin Restoration Systems, LLC 

Karl Blankenship 
Lara Lutz 

Chesapeake Bay Journal 

Lisa Ochsenhirt AquaLaw, VAMWA, MDAMWA 

Ridge Hall Chesapeake Legal Alliance 

Heidi Bonnafon  WashCOG 

Katherine Filippino Hampton Roads Planning District 

Kristin Reilly Choose Clean Water Coalition 

Kenneth Bounds Mid-Atlantic Farm Credit 

Kathy Boomer Nature Conservancy 

Dan Nees   UMD Cntr for Global Sustainability 

Joanne Throwe Throwe Environmental, UMD 

Doug Wheeler CrossBridge Financial  

PThompson  

Michael Dunn  

 


