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Chesapeake Bay Program
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Program Update

CBPO Calendar

May 13 Water Quality GIT conference call

May 16 Management Board meeting (Annapolis, Md.)

May 20 Climate Resiliency Workgroup in-person meeting

May 20 Diversity Workgroup in-person (Baltimore, Md.)

May 20-22 Choose Clean Water Conference (Baltimore, Md.)

May 21-22 Habitat GIT Meeting (Havre de Grace Maritime Museum)

May 22-23 Citizens Advisory Committee meeting (Baltimore, Md.)

May 29 Scientific, Technical Assessment and Reporting (STAR) meeting

June5 Land Use Workgroup in-person meeting

June 5-6 Local Government Advisory Committee meeting (Selinsgrove, Pa.)
June 6 Healthy Watersheds GITin-person meeting

June 11 Enhance Partnering, Leadership and Management GIT quarterly meeting
June 11-12 Scientificand Technical Advisory Committee meeting (Blacksburg, Va.)
June 19-20 Agriculture Workgroup in-person meeting

June 26-27 Sustainable Fisheries GIT Biannual meeting (Cambridge, Md.)

June 27 Environmental Literacy Summit (Woodbridge, Va.)

Updates

Advisory Committee Updates

Local Government Advisory Committee

The purpose of the LGAC is to advise the Executive Councilon how to effectively implement projects and

engagethesupportof local governments to achieve the goals of the Bay Agreement.

e GovernorHogan appointed two new Members to LGAC: Mayor of Salisbury Jacob Day and Deputy
Director of Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection Patrice Bubar.

e Fillinggapstoaddress WIP Implementation: LGACfinalized its report summarizing the September
26, 2018 invitation-only Local Government Forum on “Filling Gaps to Advance WIP Implementation”.
To address both the insufficient staff capacity and technical assistance provider capacity limitations,
LGAC and Forum participants recommend the establishment of a Circuit Rider Network, or set of
networks, tailored to regional and/or state needs across the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
Furthermore, LGACrecommends additionalanalysis be conducted as to whetheraformalized
Technical Assistance Collaborativeis feasible, realistic, and necessary.



e Tappahannockroundtable: Virginia LGAC members hosted one local elected official roundtable with
theirpeersin Tappahannock on April 10th. This roundtable was an opportunity to better engage
local decision makersinwatershed protection and restoration.

e PADraft Phase lll WIP: Pennsylvania LGAC, along with PA CAC members met April 18th with PA DEP
to review and discuss PA’s draft Phase 3 WIP. This meetingfollowed an A pril 15th Stormwater 101
session hosted by Members at the PA State Association of Township Supervisors annual conference.

e Nextmeeting: The next LGAC meeting willbe held June 5-6, 2019 in Selinsgrove, PA. Topics for
discussioninclude using Community Development Block Grants for water quality credit, providing
feedback onthe WIP Data Dashboard and welcoming Dana Aunkstto LGAC. LGAC still seeksaNew
York and Pennsylvania representative.

Questions about LGACshould be directed to LGAC CoordinatorJennifer Starr at
jstarr@allianceforthebay.org. Tobe added to the Interested Parties list, please contact LGAC Staff at
Igac@allianceforthebay.org.

Citizens’ Advisory Committee

The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) is charged with responsibility for representing residents and
stakeholders of the Chesapeake Bay watershed in the restoration effort and advising the Chesapeake Bay
Program Partnership on all aspects of restoration.

e Nextmeeting: The next CACquarterly meeting will be in Baltimore, MD on May 22-23 and will
overlap the annual conference of the Choose Clean Water Coalition.
o The CAC memberswill work on building consensus around their annual report of
recommendations.

e Leadership: CACofficers are Matt Ehrhart (PA), Chairand Julie Lawson (DC), Vice -Chair.

To be added to CAC’s Interested Parties List, please contact: Adam Bray abray@allianceforthebay.org for
program questions, contact JessicaBlackburn jblackburn@allianceforthebay.org

Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC)
The Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) provides scientific and technical guidance to the
Chesapeake Bay Program on measures to restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay.

For any inquiries, orto be addedto STAC's Interested Parties list, contact STAC Coordinator Rachel Dixon
dixonr@chesapeake.org or STAC Staff Annabelle Harvey harveya@chesapeake.org.

Upcoming Meetings:

STAC will hold its first quarterly meeting of FY2019 on June 11-12, 2019 at the Inn at VirginiaTechin
Blacksburg, VA. More information willbe made available on the June meeting webpage.
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Workshops:

On April 24-25, STAC hosted a workshop titled “Microplastics in the Chesapeake Bay and its Watershed:
State of the Knowledge, Data Gaps, and Relationship to Management Goals”. This workshop provided a
forumto discuss research, policy, and data needsinregards to the prevalence of microplasticsinthe
Chesapeake Bay and their potential effects onthe entire ecosystem. It gathered expertsin diverse
backgroundsfrom across the watershed to foster collaboration and advance understanding of thisissue.
More information can be found here.

One additional workshop will be hosted this spring on May 22-23 in Baltimore, MD, titled “Integrating
Science and Developing Approaches to Inform Management for Contaminants of Concernin Urban
Settings”. More information on this upcoming workshop can be found onthe workshop website.

Results of the FY19 Request for Proposals (RFPs)
At their March meeting, STACagreedto support the following4workshopsin FY2019:

1) Incorporating Freshwater Musselsinthe Chesapeake Bay Partnership

2) Satellite Image Integration forthe CB SAV Monitoring Program

3) Target Non-Point Source BMP Implementation

4) LinkingIn-Field and Edge-of-Field Water Management to Soil and Watershed Health
Upcoming Reports:

STAC hasrecently released the following two reports. STAC activity reports can be found onthe STAC
publication page.

1) Chesapeake Bay Program Modelingin 2025 and Beyond: A Proactive Visioning Workshop

2) Legacy SedimentRiparian Corridors and Total Maximum Daily Loads

STAC isworkingtofinalize the following reports. Information regarding workshops held priortoJanuary
2018 can be found onthe STAC archived workshop homepage.

1) Linking Wetland Workplan Goals to Enhance Capacity, Increase Implementation (FY2015)

2) AssessingUncertainty in the CBP Modeling System (FY2015)

3) Comparison of Shallow Water Modelsfor Use in Supporting Chesapeake Bay Management Decision-
making (FY2015)

4) An Analytical Framework for Aligning Chesapeake Bay Program Monitoring Efforts to Support
Climate Change (FY2016)

5) Understanding and Explaining 30+ Years of Water Clarity Trends in the Bay’s Tidal Waters (FY2016)

6) RevisingCoastal Land-Water Interactions: The Triblet Connection (FY2017)

7) Chesapeake Bay Program Climate Change Modeling 2.0 (FY2018)

8) Establishment of Multifunctional Riparian Buffers (FY2018)

9) Assessingthe Environmentin Outcome Units (AEIOU): Using Eutrophying Units for Management

(FY2018)

Microplasticsin the Chesapeake Bay and its Watershed: State of the Knowledge, Data Gaps, and

Relationship to Management Goals (FY2018)
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For more information regarding any of the reviews above, visit the review homepage or contact STAC
Coordinator Rachel Dixon at dixonr@chesapeake.org
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Goal Implementation Team, STAR and Communication Workgroup Updates

Status and Trends (Previously Indicators) Workgroup

The followingindicators were updated since the February Management Board meeting:

Indicator

Statement of Status/Progress

Link

Diversity

The partnership has seta targetto increase
the percentage of people of colorinits
program to 25 percent by 2025.

The partnership has seta targetto increase
the percentage of people of colorinits
leadership to 15 percent by 2025.

https://www.chesapeakeprog
ress.com/engaged-
communities/diversity

ToxicContaminants
Policy

In 2016, 82 percent of the Chesapeake Bay’s
tidal segments are partially or fully impaired
by toxiccontaminants. Chesapeake Bay
Program partners have seta goal to observe
no such impairments.

https://www.chesapeakeprog
ress.com/clean-water/toxic-
contaminants-policy-and-

revention

Stream Health

In 2018, researchers and resource managers
established the six years between 2006 and
2011 as the baseline period forourindicator
of stream health.

https://www.chesapeakeprog
ress.com/abundant-
life/stream-health

Forest Buffers

Between 2016 and 2017, about 56 miles of
forest buffers were planted alongriversand
streamsinthe Chesapeake Bay watershed.
While this marks progress toward the
outcome, itis 844 miles below the 900-mile-
per-yeartargetand the lowest restoration
total of the last 22 years.

https://www.chesapeakeprog
ress.com/abundant-
life/forest-buffers

Protected Lands

Accordingto preliminary datacollectedin
2018, approximately 1,364,301 acres of land
inthe Chesapeake Bay watershed have been
permanently protected from development
since 2010.

https://www.chesapeakeprog
ress.com/conserved-
lands/protected-lands

Wetlands Between 2010 and 2017, 9,103 acres of https://www.chesapeakeprog
wetlands were established, rehabilitated or | ress.com/abundant-
reestablished on agricultural lands. While life/wetlands
this outcome includes atargetto restore
85,000 acres of tidal and non-tidal wetlands
inthe watershed, 83,000 of these restored
acres should take place on agricultural lands.

The wetlands restored on agricultural lands

between 2010 and 2017 mark an 11 percent

achievement of the 83,000-acre goal.
Nitrogen, Between October 2016 and September https://www.chesapeakeprog
Phosphorous, 2017, riverflow tothe Bay measured a ress.com/clean-water/water-

below-average 47.7 billion gallons per day.

quality
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Sediment Loads and
River Flow

Duringthis same time period, approximately
240 million pounds of nitrogen, 12.7 million
pounds of phosphorus and 4.3 billion
pounds of sediment reached the Bay:a0.4
percent, seven percentand 14 percent
decrease fromthe previous year,
respectively.

Water Quality
Standards Attainment
and Monitoring

Accordingto preliminary data (without
water clarity acres assessment), an
estimated 42 percent of the Chesapeake Bay
and itstidal tributaries met water quality
standards during the 2015 to 2017
assessment period: the highest estimate of
water quality standards attainment since
1985.

https://www.chesapeakeprog
ress.com/clean-water/water-

quality

Indicators thatare likely to be updated before orclose to the next Management Board meeting include:

. SAV — final 2017 & preliminary 2018 data

o Protected Lands —update to 2018 data

. Publicaccess

. Reducing Pollution Indicator—modelled nitrogen, phosphorous and sediment loads

NOTE: an asterisk* denotes new indicators that have been approved through the Status and Trends
workgroup underSTAR. The Indicators Coordinator provides notification to the Management Board and
to STAR of these new indicators; members of either group may request additionalinformationora
presentation atameeting onthese new indicators.

Contact: Daniel Giddings, giddings.daniel@epa.gov

Fisheries Goal Implementation Team

The Sustainable Fisheries GIT focuses on advancing ecosystem-based fisheries management by using
science to make informed fishery management decisions that cross state boundaries.

e Bluecrab winterdredge survey:The blue crabwinterdredge survey is completed for 2019 season,
and the results are now being processed by state jurisdictions. The 2019 Advisory Reportis expected
by the first week of July, and communications will be coordinated with the Fisheries GITJune
meeting, wherethe Advisory Reportis expectedto be approved. The Fisheries GITrecently
incorporated alist of blue crab specificscience and research needs identified by CBSACintothe
larger StrategicScience and Research Framework list.

e Biannual meeting: The Fisheries GIT plansto host their biannual meetingJune 26-27 at Horn Point
Lab oysterhatcheryin Cambridge, MD. The meeting will focus on blue crab science and
management, fish habitat, forage, oysterscience, and otheremergingissues.

e Qystersand Phase lll WIPs: Giventhe timing of Phase IIl WIPs release in draft form and the final
report prepared by the BMP expert panel on oysters, the Fisheries GITis working with Water Quality
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GIT, partnersfrom Oyster Recovery Partnership and state fishery managementjurisdictions, to
determine feasibility of crediting oyster restoration and aquaculture as BMPs for denitrificationin
the Phase Il WIPs.

e Invasive Catfish Task Force: The Invasive Catfish Task Force met on April 5to approve new rolesand
objectives, and agreed to rename the group to Invasive Catfish Workgroup, reflecting the ongoing
issue of blue and flathead catfish presence inthe Chesapeake. The group also discussed new
membership that can help better engage the commercial fishingindustry, and methods to evaluate
the magnitude of ecological harm by invasive catfish to managed species like blue crab and
shad/herring.

Contact: Bruce Vogt; bruce.vogt@noaa.gov

Habitat Goal Implementation Team
The Habitat GIT works to restore a network of land and water habitats to afford a range of public
benefits and to support priority species.

e Springmeeting: The Habitat GIT is planningits annual spring meeting for May 21-22 in Havre de
Grace, Maryland. The meeting will feature updates on GIT Funded projects and discussion about
tidal habitats (SAV, wetlands, etc.) inthe context of the adaptive management cycle. Meeting
materials will be shared as they become available. Please contact Hobaugh.paige@epa.gov with any
questions.

e Wetland Workgroup revitalization: The Habitat GIT leadership and new Wetland Workgroup chair
(Pam Mason, VIMS) led the workgroup revitalization meeting on March 6th. A core group of
representatives from each jurisdiction and agency were invited, and participation was good. We will
be bringingthe discussions and ideas to the full workgroup on June 5. The main approach moving
forward will be to focus on 4 areas: data and reporting; acceleratingimplementation opportunities
and finance; technical information transfer; and outreach and education.

e AquaticNuisance Task Force: The Habitat GIT staffer will be attending the Aquatic Nuisance Species
Task Force (ANSTF) national meeting on May 7-9 in South Lake Tahoe, CA, offering supportfor
discussionsand presentations related to the work of the Mid-Atlantic Panel on AquaticInvasive
Species. Highlights from the meetinginclude discussions of state management plan approvals,
vectorassessmenttools, and goal setting for the next Strategic Plan. For more information about
ANSTF, please visittheir website.

Contact: Paige Hobaugh, hobaugh.paige @epa.gov

Water Quality Goal Implementation Team

The Water Quality GIT works to evaluate, focus and accelerates the implementation of practices, policies
and programs that will restore water quality in the Chesapeake Bay and its tidal tributaries to conditions
that supportliving resources and protect human health.

The WQGIT held conference calls on April 8 and April 22. A subset of topicsis included below:
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e Development of atargeted focus forresearch on climate resilient BMPs, following the 2018 PSC
directionto “... develop a better understanding of the BMP responses, including new or other
emerging BMPs, to climate change conditions” sothat in “2021, the Partnership will consider
results of updated methods, techniques, and studies and revisit existing estimated loads due to
climate change.”

e Updatesto the beta tool for cost optimization of CAST BMP implementation scenarios

e Thefinal 2018-2019 Management Strategy, Logic Table and Workplan for the 2017 WIPs, 2025
WIPs and Water Quality Standards Attainment and Monitoring outcomes was submitted to the
Management Board for approval at the May 16 Management Board meeting.

The WQGITwill hold a conference call on May 13, 2019. A subset of topics to be discussedincludes:
e Demonstration of new featuresinthe Watershed Data Dashboard.
e Furtherdiscussion of the proposed process and schedule for development of the Phase Il|
sediment planningtargets, and recommendation to the PSCwhetherto approve the proposal.

Contact: Jason Bernagros, bernagros.jason@epa.gov

Healthy Watersheds Goal Implementation Team

The goalof the Maintain Healthy Watersheds GoalImplementation Team (GIT4) is to maintain local
watershed health across a range of landscape contexts. With this goal, GIT 4 intends to bring attention
to the challenge of protecting streams and watersheds that are healthy today. This initiative
complements the "dirty waters" approach which focuses on restoring impaired waters.

e Nextmeeting: The Healthy Watersheds Goal Implementation Team willhosta quarterly meetingin
AnnapolisonJune6.

Contact: Renee Thompson; rthompso@chesapeakebay.net

Foster Stewardship Goal Implementation Team

The Fostering Stewardship GIT promotes individual stewardship, supports environmental education for all
ages, and assists citizens, communities and local governments in undertaking initiatives to achieve
restoration and conservationin the Chesapeake region. It aims to build public support of restoration
efforts and increase citizen engagement and active stewardship.

e Stewardship Online Tool: The Stewardship Team leads and Web Team are well into the design and
mock up phases of the Stewardship Online Tool.

e Environmental Literacy Summit: The Education Workgroup has been preparing materials for the
Environmental Literacy Summit to be held onJune 27th at George Mason University's Potomac
Science Centerin Woodbridge, VA. Discussions will include advancing specificgoals for the
Sustainable Schools Outcome and the fact that we are not achieving consistent environmental
literacy progressinall schools throughout the watershed. Thiseventwas organizedinresponseto
the unanimous vote atthe Chesapeake Executive Council in August, 2018 that we must convene the
region's education and natural resource leaders around theseissues.
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e Publicaccesssites: The Public Access Workgroup announced 23 new sites openedin 2018 (12in MD,
4inPA,and 7 inVA), marking 176 total sites (59% of the 300 site goal). The team will be convening
this summerto discuss next stepsand dive deeperinto enhancing the quality of publicaccess sites.

e Conservationfinance: The Chesapeake Conservation Partnership held theirfirst round table focusing
on private investmentsinland protection on April 29th in Baltimore. This was the first series of steps
towards the GIT funded Chesapeake Watershed Conservation Finance Workshop being planned for
fall, 2019.

Diversity Workgroup
o New staff: The Diversity Workgroup has a new Coordinator, TuanaPhilips, and a new Staffer,
FrancescaKing.

e Nextmeeting: There will be anin-person workgroup meeting on May 20th in Baltimore, MD. At
this meeting the workgroup willbe introduced to the new Stafferand Coordinatorand assess
progress onthe workplan. A portion of the meeting willbe dedicated to workforce development
and employment, one of the management approaches.

e Demographicprofile: The Diversity Workgroup has recently collected information on the
demographicprofile of the Chesapeake Bay Program Partnership and will use this information to
assess progress towards the CBP target of increasingracial and ethnicdiversity representation in
the partnership from 13% to 25%, with 15% in leadership positions, by 2025.

Diversity workgroup contact: FrancescaKing; king.francesca@epa.gov

Contact: Drew Pizzala; drew pizzala@partner.nps.gov

Enhance Partnering, Leadership and Management Goal Implementation Team
The goalof the Enhance Partnering, Leadership and Management GIT is to continually improve the
governance and management of the CBP Partnership.

CBP Biennial Strategy Review System

The Chesapeake Bay Program hosted the Stratgy Review System Biennial Meeting on March 13-14, 2019
in Richmond, Virginia. The SRS Planning Team is working to synthesize the results of that meetingand
otherconcurrent effortsto communicate changes to the cycle going forward. Discussions with the
Management Board on various related topics are forthcoming.

Contact: Dave Goshorn, david.goshorn@maryland.gov

The ChesapeakeStat team is working on final details prior to launch of ChesapeakeDecisions in supportof
the Strategy Review System. A walkthrough demonstrationis planned forthe GIT Coordinators and
Staffers on May 15. Pertinent updates to the Management Bord will be shared as development and
implementation continue.

Contact: Doreen Vetter, vetter.doreen @epa.gov
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FY2019 GIT Funding

The EPA will continue the GIT Funding program in FY2019 at a level of $900,000.* GITs and their
respective workgroups are working to develop projectideas, due to GIT 6 and Chesapeake Bay Trust
staffinmid-June 2019. Aftera peerreview and revision period, GITand program leadership will meetin
late July 2019 to review and score final project proposals. Afinal list of projects will be submitted to the
Director of the Chesapeake Bay Program Office forreviewand approval in August 2019.

Contact: GregAllen, allen.greg@epa.gov

Local Leadership Workgroup

The Local Leadership Workgroup has completed arevision of the Local Leadership Management
Strategy and 2-Year Logic and Action Plan as part of the Strategy Review System process. Documents
were posted for publicinput between March and April 2019, and will be accepted as complete by the
Management Board pendingthe May 16, 2019 meeting. The next workgroup meeting will be held on
July 10, 2019 in Frederick, MD (venue TBD).

Contact: JenniferStarr, jstarr@allianceforthebay.org

Budget and Finance Workgroup

Jim Edward, EPA and Dr. Elliott Campbell, MD DNR will serve as Co-Chairs of the workgroup. This change
inleadership was approved by workgroup members and the Management Board in April 2019. The
workgroup held a quarterly meetingin April 2019, and discussed next stepsto move forward with the
recommendations in the Environmental Finance Advisory Board report lllustrative Private Equity Capital
Model: Chesapeake Bay Water Quality Project. The workgroupis also considering optionsand
recommendations from the draft Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Financing Strategy report as part of a
largerefforttoincorporate finance considertions into Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement outcome
strategies and action plans.

Contacts: Jim Edward, edward.james@epa.gov; Dr. Elliott Campbell, elliott.campbell @maryland.gov

GIT 6 Contact: Emily Freeman, freeman.emily@epa.gov

Scientific, Technical Assessment, and Reporting Team

The purpose of STAR (Scientific, Technical Analysis and Reporting) is to facilitate productive deployment
of scientific resources, to provide timely, quality information to mana gers, and to expand communication
between workgroups.

CAP Workgroup

The most recent CAP WG meeting was held on 3/8/2019. Topics were:

e James River chlorophyll a criteria updates. The proposed updates tothe James River chlorophyll-a
criteriasummarizingwork from aseven year study have been published to the Virginiaregister of
regulations http://register.dls.virginia.gov/vol35/iss11/v35i11.pdf . Tish Robertson (VADEQ)
reviewed the proposal highlighting the remaining time forinputas the publicreview and comment
period was closingon 3/22/19.

e Status of restoration variances — dissolved oxygen. Gary Shenk (USGS) provides asummary of the
process underway documenting the mostrecentvariances that will be needed for 303d listing
assessments and therefore also updatingin the Chesapeake Bay Water Quality Standards Indicator
score assessments.

1 This amount may varyslightly based on overhead costs, as deteremined by the Chesapeake Bay Trust.
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e K, Regression Updates— In 2018, the CAP WG highlighted a desire torevisitthe K4 regressions used
for water clarity acres assessments. The workgroup action itemis documenting the updated
technique onlocal calibration overregional calibration.

e forproducingwaterquality acres assessments. Assessing possibleadvancesin SAV acreage
assessment: a STAC workshop proposal — Brooke Landry (MD DNR, Chair of SAV Workgroup)
highlighted directions foradvancing new protocols and procedures through workshop support. We
anticipate some members on the workgroup will be participatingin those workshop meetingsif the
proposalis funded.

Data Integrity Workgroup

The Data Integrity Workgroup held its quarterly meeting on March 19, 2019 at the Fish and Wildlife
Servicesin Annapolis. The meeting materials have been uploaded and can be found here. The meeting
was presided by the co-chairs; Bruce Michael, DNRand Cindy Johnson, VADEQ. Bruce provided an
update on new fundingand leadership changes at DNR, and renewed commitment for working towards
WIP goals and the Conowingo RFP. Monitoringupdates were provided by all jurisdictions. Agreener
approach beingimplemented by VADEQ forfield sheets was discussed and approved by the workgroup.
Results forthe Coordinated Split Sample Program were presented by Mike Mallonee (CBP Water Quality
Data Manager). The final auditreportfor SRBC was submitted and important study highlights were
presented by Durga Ghosh (CBP QA Coordinator). Adiscussionon guidelinesforincorporatingnon-
traditional labs as a part of Citizen Monitoring was initiated by Durga with all members providing input.
The next quarterly meetingis tentatively scheduled forJune 2019.

Climate Resiliency Workgroup

The CRWG will be holdinganin-person meeting on May 20th with a focus on resilience aimed at both
havingthe jurisdictions provide updates on the climate narratives in the WIPS Il as well as focused
discussions onresiliency with otherworking groups. The WG is working with the modelingteam and the
Water Quality GITand Modelingteam onthe PSC request and subsequent Management Board request
for providinginsight to the Bay Program on the impacts to BMPs from climate change. The CRWG's
updated 2-yearworkplan, management strategy and logictable have been submitted as part of the SRS
process.

STAR

STAR has been working with the Goal Teams and STACto integrate STACrecommendations into the
science needs list as part of the StrategicScience and Research Framework. STAR has been engaging
with STAC on the framework and how STAC and its members can be involved during the SRS process.
The April STAR meeting focused on recent progress of the modeling workgroup on climate change and
the nextstepsto address the climate change effects on BMP efficiency. More details can be foundinthe
briefing paper. Next STAR meeting will be on Wednesday, May 29t at the IAN office.

Modeling Workgroup

The Modeling Workgroup is working to make progress on the completion of the Phase 6and WQSTM
model documentation. The CBP Modeling Teamis also actively working to complete, by the close of
2019, a fully operational modelassessment system of the influence climate change has on Chesapeake
waterquality. The last Modeling Workgroup Quarterly was held on April 2nd and 3rd, and the
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presentations and meeting materials can be found here. The first Betarelease of CAST BMP optimization
was presented and reviewed during this meeting. Next Modeling WG conference call is scheduled on
May 30" 1 pm.

The Integrated Trends Analysis Team (ITAT)

e BetweenApriland June 2019, ITAT organizers will work with STAR to establish future priorities and
activities based on outcomes fromthe SRS process.

e MonthlyITAT jurisdiction webinars on research findings relevant to Chesapeake Bay management
continue. The purpose of these webinars isto communicate management-relevant research
findings to the CBP Partnership’s natural resource managers. December 2018 —March 2019
presentationtopicsincluded:

o Agricultural Conservation Practice Implementation in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Supported by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (Dean Hively, USGS)

o A pilotimplementation of high frequency nutrient monitoring to assess effects of large
storms (Lora Harris, UMCES)

o Assessingurban BMP function, performance, and delivery of co-benefits to stream
ecosystems (Rosemary Fanelli, USGS)

Contact Jeni Keisman (jkeisman@usgs.gov)for more information.

STAR Contact: Cuiyin Wu; cwu@chesapeakebay.net

Communications Workgroup

The Communications Workgroup provides strategic planning and expert advice to support the
communication needs of the Chesapeake Bay Program partners, and spur public action through
consistent messaging, expanded media coverage, use of multimedia and online tools, comprehensive
branding and promotion, outreach to stakeholders, and coordinated internal and external
communications.

Communications Workgroup:

Monthly meeting: The Communications Workgroup held our monthly meetingon May 1. We
coordinated shared messaging around American Wetlands Month and National Endangered Species
Day. We heard updatesfrom our Phase Il WIP Engagement Action Team and Chesapeake Bay
Awareness Week Action Team. The theme of this year’s Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week (June 1-9) will
be “All Hands” and will highlight a different group that contributes to the success of watershed
restoration each day of the week. The groups are: agriculture; watermen/aquaculture; small businesses;
nonprofits/volunteers; local governments; stormwater/wastewater; military; recreation/sportsmen; and
you. We will be issuing a press release and creating asocial mediatoolkit,as well as a calendar of events
that will be hosted on the Chesapeake Bay Program website.

We also heard from Caroline Donovan on the upcoming UCMES Chesapeake Bay Report Card release
that isscheduled for May 21 and discussed initial plans forourJulyin-person meeting.

Communications Office and Web Team:



https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/event/modeling_workgroup_april_quarterly_review
mailto:jkeisman@usgs.gov
mailto:cwu@chesapeakebay.net

Bay Barometer: The Bay Barometer, which was released April 2, continues to generate mediainterest. A
reporterfor NBC Washington wrote anin-depth story onthe report and the inclusion of climate change
indicatorsthat was picked upin Chicagoand San Francisco. Inaddition, Rachel Felver, director of

communications, will be appearing to discuss the Barometeron live radioin Washington, D.C., on May 7.

Fish Consumption Advisory project: Caitlyn Johnstone, outreach specialist, is continuing towork on the
Fish Consumption Advisory project team. The Fish Consumption Advisory GIT-funded project has been
several yearsinthe makingandisreachingthe finish line. Infographics were developed with the help of
a contractor, a full advisory committee, and feedback from the community. Acomprehensive user guide
(tobe completedin May) will accompany the infographics to guide partnersin creating effective change.
The infographics and guide will be presented with arequest to disseminate throughout networks to the
diversity, toxiccontaminants, local leadership, and water quality workgroups overthe summer. Greg
Allen willbe presenting on this projectatan upcoming Management Board meeting.

Revitalized rain garden: As part of the new Chesapeake Bay Program Green Team, Will Parson, our
multimedia specialist, spearheaded the revival of the rain garden on Fourth St., next to the Bay Program
offices. Will obtained two grants for plants and materials (thanks to Unity Gardens and the City of
Annapolis’ GreenScape program) and recruited volunteers to plant more than 100 native plantsthe
long-empty plot. See before and after photos below.

The Communications Office published the following blogsin April:

e ThelatestBay Barometertells a cautionary success story about Bay restoration:The Chesapeake
Bay Program's annual report includes climate change impacts forthe first time

e Onastreamand a prayer: Pope Branch has benefited from restoration and caring residents

e Thesecretive eastern blackrailislosingvital habitat: Developmentand climate change threaten
marsh birds

e Greeninfrastructure benefits extend beyond stormwater: Practices likerain garden curb
extensions can help cities, pedestrians and residents alike

e Weighinon plansto improve yourlocal waterways: Draft Watershed Implementation Plans now
available for publiccomment

e Shouldrestored oysterreefs be opened to harvesting? Oystersanctuaries continue tobe a
debatedissue

e A ‘greenstreet’leadstorenewalin Cambridge: Stormwater managementisintegral tothe city’s
revitalization effort

e Sixofthe Chesapeake’s endangered species success stories: Thesecritters have made impressive
recoveries

e Takingthe foam outof food containers: Maryland becomes the first state to ban the much-
debated material

e low-techandhighimpact: Communitiesturntotreestohelp with infrastructure needs
o Celebratingstate trees of the Chesapeake: These six native trees provide numerous benefits

Communications Contact: Rebecca Chillrud; rchillrud @chesapeakebay.net

Rain garden project:


https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/the_latest_bay_barometer_tells_a_cautionary_success_story_about_bay_restora
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/on_a_stream_and_a_prayer
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/the_secretive_eastern_black_rail_is_losing_vital_habitat
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/green_infrastructure_benefits_extend_beyond_stormwater
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/weigh_in_on_plans_to_improve_your_local_waterways
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/should_restored_oyster_reefs_be_opened_to_harvesting
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/a_green_street_leads_to_renewal_in_cambridge
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/six_of_the_chesapeakes_endangered_species_success_stories
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/taking_the_foam_out_of_food_containers
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/low_tech_and_high_impact
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/celebrating_state_trees_of_the_chesapeake
mailto:rchillrud@chesapeakebay.net

After

Recent Meetings and Events

March 6 Land Use Workgroup face-to-face meeting
March 11 Water Quality GIT call



March 13-14  Biennial SRS meeting (Richmond, Va.)

April 15 Climate Resiliency Workgroup meeting

April 17 Integrated Monitoring Network Workgroup meeting

April 24-25 STAC Workshop: Microplasticsinthe Chesapeake Bay (Woodbridge, Va.)

April 25 Scientific, Technical Assessment and Reporting (STAR) meeting

April 30 Expanded GIT Chairs and Leadership meeting* (Columbia, Pa.) *In persononly

May 2-3 Chesapeake Bay Commission meeting (Washington, DC)



