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Great Falls, Md.

Dam 5, Clear Springs, Md.

Upper Potomac River flathead catfish distribution, 2017
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.  Flathead catfish electrofishing catch rates (fish/hr) from 3 monitoring stations in 

Washington County, Maryland (2014-2016)



INLAND FISHERIES

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

E
g
g
s

S
n

a
il

S
p

o
tt
a

il
S

h
in

e
r

C
lu

p
e

id
s
p

p
.

G
iz

z
a

rd
S

h
a
d

O
th

e
r

M
u

d
c
ra

b

H
e

rr
in

g
s
p

p
.

Y
e

llo
w

P
e

rc
h

A
lg

a
e

C
a

tf
is

h
s
p

p
.

C
o

rb
ic

u
la

C
ra

y
fi
s
h

U
F

R

F
re

q
u

e
n

c
y
 o

f 
O

c
c
u

re
n

c
e
 (

%
)

Prey items identified in blue catfish stomachs from the tidal 

Potomac River Spring 2017.

NOTE: Empty stomachs excluded from chart
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Identifiable fish 

prey items found 

in the stomachs 

of blue catfish. 

Frequency 

expressed as a 

proportion of 

total number of 

species found.

Spring 2017 Stomach content results

Note: All non-fish and empty stomach excluded. 
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Proportion of fish prey 

items found in the 

stomachs of 12 tidal 

Potomac River blue catfish 

collected during the Spring, 

2017. Identified by DNA 

sequencing (U.S. 

Geological Survey, 

National Fish Health 

Laboratory in 

Kearneysville, WV –

Bioinformatics Laboratory). 

DNA identification of unidentified stomach contents in

tidal Potomac River Blue Catfish, Spring 2017



Potomac

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

BCF 233,348 131,007 83,799 143,899

CC 705,130 1,430,477 1,161,425 8,513 86,967 69,362 22,427

WC 50,391 54,512 59,384 147

FHCF

BB

Catfish (sp) 19,359 7,685 46,172

Upper Bay

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

BCF 998 104 530 2,392

CC 62,454 41,940 212,493 55,362

WC

FHCF 68,480 30,338 28,059 37,597

BB
Catfish (sp) 1,310

Patuxent

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

BCF 635 13,240 2,697 14,393

CC 92,903 88,660 3,189 7,048

WC

FHCF 420

BB

Catfish (sp) 4

Maryland commercial catfish landings- all gears



Early 2000-2002 Maryland Commercial Catches

2000- 13,462

2001- 93,561

2002- 88,913

By 2008 Commercial catch was over 1 million lbs

By 2015 Commercial catch was over 2 million lbs



Potomac, Upper Bay and Patuxent Commercial Landings, 2013-2016
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Recreational Catch and Harvest

Access Creel Survey

Potomac

1990 1994 2017

Catch

Harvest

1 fish/20 hrs     1 fish/25 hrs       1 fish/2.5 hrs

1 fish/33 hrs     1 fish/33 hrs        1 fish/5 hrs

1992 2017

1 fish/9 hrs      1 fish/3 hrs

1 fish/10 hrs    1 fish/11.1hrs        

Catch

Harvest




