Social Science
and the Chesapeake Bay
Program Partnership

Amy Handen, EPA
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“We commit to exploring using social
science to better understand and
measure how human behavior can

drive natural resource use, management
and decision-making.”

2014 Watershed Agreement



Social Science
Accomplishments



Stewardship Behavior Change Assessment




Community Based Social Marketing

» Select Behavior
Barriers and Benefits

Pilot Test

McKenzie-Mohr, D. (1999, 2011)



Stewardship Behavior Change Assessment

* Pet waste
* Leaves/Lawn clippings
* Litter

* Fats, grease/Medicines down the drain

* Fertilizer use/keep off hard surfaces

* Pesticide/Herbicide use

e Conservation landscaping
* Rain garden installation

* Septic system

* Tree planting
 Downspout redirect

* Rain barrel/Connected




Stewardship Behavior Change Assessment

Habitat Supporting Behaviors - Current Adoption

Created a rain garden? - 13%

Do you have a rain barrel? - 14%
Replaced an area of grass lawn with native low- _ N
maintenance plants? ’

Have you planted a tree? _ 40%
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Stewardship Behavior Change Assessment

Habitat Supporting Behaviors —
Likelihood to Adopt in the Future

Install a rain barrel at your home. . 15% 76%

Create a rain garden. . 17% 77%

Replace an area of grass lawn with native low-

: 22% 67%
maintenance plants.

Plant a tree. -

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
M Very Likely to Adopt Somewhat Likely to Adopt Not Likely to Adopt

23% 62%
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Strength of Data O Current Sample

99 5,212
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CURRENT LOCATION
Chesapeake Bay Watershed

View Damographics v

BEHAVIORS

All Behaviors

View Behrvar Data
View Behiseias Data

Ve Betisea Dats




Partnership Training

Community-Based Social Marketing
Behavior Change Training

Jennifer Tabanico, President

Annapolis, MD
October 31, 2019
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SAV GIT Funded Project




GIT Funded Project




Social Science
Next Steps



Social Science Strategy Themes

1. Model social science within the partnership

2. Function as a catalyst for social science frameworks

3. Building capacity for social science integration



Thank you!

Handen.Amy@epa.gov



