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PREAMBLE

T restona and protact this national reasure, tha Chas-
apaaka Hay Program parnership (ha Partnership)
wars lorrmad in 1982 when the Gowernors of Maryland,
Wirginia, Pernsyhania, $a Mayor of the District of Co-
lumbia, tha Chair of tha Chesapeats Bay Commission
and tha Adminisiraior of tha Environmantal Frolaction

Apganoy signad tha first Chesapasks Bay agrearmant.
That agresmant eoognized tha "historical deckne of
Irwing resources” in tha Chasapaaka Hay and cormmit-
Ied 1o a cooperative approach 1o Sully address tha
exiant, comploadty, and scurces of polltants entering
tha Bay.™ For the past 20 years, this regional partner-
ship has implamantad pdicies, angaged in scientl-
ic invasigation, and coordinated actions among e
stalas, the laderal governmant and the District of Co-
lumkia. Tha Parnership & recogniced as one of e
nation's pramicr astuanng restoration oforts.

Much progress has been mada, bt thae is mon
I do—aspacialy in the face of confinued challang-
&5 such as dhanges in population, loss of farm and
forest lends and changing ervircnmental conditions.
Through this Chasspaaka Hay Watorshed Agroc-
ment [Agmament], the Partinarship recommits 1o ha
Bay watorshed restoration afiort that continuas 1o ba
guidad by sdence and the lessore learnad from our
RS KIes.

Ona of e most important kesons leamed from e
past froa docades & that, whia wasorshod-wida
parnerships balp 1o coordinala and catalyro, implo-
mantaion happans localy Local governmanis ana
kay partnars as ae individual citizons, businassas,
watorshod groups and cther non-governmantal onga-
nizations. Working togathar Io engage, empowar and

faciitale thosa parnars will lovorage rosourcos and
ersune batiar outoomsas,

Watershad restoration and proteciion efiorts hava
shown thal messurabla results coupled with fim
mooourtability yield the mos! sgrificant resdis. Tha
Farnership stands eady o embroca new ideas,
technologies and policias that will halp meat is goals.
Tha Partnership is committed to improsing verfication
and trarsparancy ol its actions o stangthan and in-
craase public confidenca in its afiars.

Tha criginal agreement laid tha foundaiion for & coop-
eratfve program thal will now include New York, Wast
¥irginia and Dalewasa, as wall a5 the original signato-
rias, as full parnners in the Chasapaalks Bay Program
and tha Chesapeaka Exaoutra Council. Dua in part
bo @ 20080 Prasdential Executiie Ordar, more than 12
fadaral agencies hava also eaffrmed and augment-
gd their longstanding and shared commitmant & e
siofing and protacting tha Chesapcaka Bay.

This Agreement acknowledges that the Partnership
canat address avery issse o onoe and that prog-
ress must ba mads in a skalegic manner, focusing
on efiorts that will achicwa the most oost-efiective -
sults. Walarshad resiomtion and prolection have the
polantial to becoma integral divers of the ragion's
soonormy. To that end, $ha Parinorship is committed
ta achicving mstoration suoccss whils maxinizing
tha aconomic benchis 1o local communitics across
thai ragion. The signatorics o this woluntary Agroc-
ment cormeit 1o achioving the gaal of resioing and
protecting $wa Chosapeakn Bay coosystom and ils
Irsing resounoces.

VISION

The Chesapeake Bay Program partrers envision an
environmentally and economically sustainable Chesapeake Bay

walershed with clean wafer, abundant life. conserved lands and
access fo the water, a vibrant cultural heritage, and a diversity
of engaged citizens and stakeholders.




PRINCIPLES

THE PARTNERSHIP
WILL:

*  Work colaboratively to achiowa tha purposas
of this Agreamant.

*  Achiove goals and ouoomes in a Smely way
and at the kagt possible cost to oo ciizans.

*  Hopmsort tha inlaests of peopla throughou
tha walarshed farly and ofoctivaly, including a
Iwoad diversity of cullures, damographics a n d
ages.

*  Operala with ransparcncy in program ded-
sions, policias, actions and progress i srangth-
an pubdic confidanca in ow alions.

*  fAdaptivaly managa al kvols of the Pariner-
ship to fosiar confinuous improsamant.

*  Sask corsensus whan making dacisions.

* kg placa-besed approaches, whara appro-
prima, that produca recognirablo banafies 1o jo-
oal cormrmurnitias whila contribiting 1o largar eco-
systorn goaks.

*  Engapga our cilizans o inoranss tha mumibar
and diversity of people who support and camy
necsssarny 1o achieve the goaks and outcomas of
tha Agroamant.

*  Explona tha applioation of social soionca o
batiar understand and maasura how heman ba-
hanior can drive natural rescurcs LS, ManEge-
mant, and decision-making.

*  Pomole eviconmantal justica $rough tha
maaningil imvohvamont and fair roatmorn of all
paopla regardless of race, color, nafional origin,
o incoma in the implementation of his agma-
mant.

The management strategics, furthar dasoribed inthe
next saction of this Ageomant, aticulata tha actions
necessary o achiewe tha goaks and oulcomas iden
lifiad beolow. This work wil requira alfort from mary,
inchuding all levaks of powernmanl, academic insd
hutions, non-governmental organizations, walorshed
groups, businesses and individual ciizans. Local
povernmant wil continus o play a unigue and orid
cal role in halping the Farnaship realine tha shand
vision for the Chosapaaka Bay. As the Parmarship
idenifias new opportuniies and concerns, goals and
culcormes may be adopled or modifiad.

Whila $ha goals and oulcomes ans described hera
by ftopic araas, thay ara interelaled. mprovamants
in habitat and walar quality kesd 1o healthior Feing re-
sources. Emironmontally lilomic citrons am siowands
of tha Bay's haalhy walarshads. Betier wator quality
mears swimmabla, fishable walers for Bay residants
and visiors. Increasad public accass o e Chesa
paaka inspires poopla io cana fior critical landscapas

and honor tha region’s heritaga and oulhura. Healtiy
fish and shalfish populstions support a vibrant econ
oy for a spectum of fishingelalad ndusiries. Tha
signaloncs amphasive that all spects of the coosys
Iom ara connected and acknowlodga that tha iolow.
ing poals and oulcomas support the haakh and tha
protection ol tha antra Bay watorshad.

Any changas or additiors 1o goals ane approved by
the Exgcutive Counail. Changes o additions 1o out
comes ara approved by tha Frincipak’ Saf Com
mitiaa, akhough sigrificant changes o addiions
will ba rasad 1o tha Exaoutiva Counci for approsal.
Proposed changes o goals and oulcomeas or tha ad
dition of new gaoals or culcomes ara opan for public
input befora being finalizad. Final changes or add
tions ara publicly posiad o the Bay Program wabsita.




SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

Hakitat loes, poor water quality non-native and invasive species, toxics and fighing pres-
eure continue fo threaten the sustainability of the Chesapeake Bay's fisheries. Sustaining
figh and shellfish populations contributes to a strong econamy and maritime cutbure and
eupporie 8 healthy ecosyetern for all Bay watershed residents.

Geal: Protect, restore, and anhance finfish, shelifish and other living re-
sources, their habitats and ecological relationships to sustain all fisheries
and provide for a balanced ecosystem in the watershed and Bay.

Larger

headers

hbundance 9 Maintzin a sustzinabla blue crab population besed on e cur-
ranl 20 2 targed of 215 million adult lamakes. Fafine population
farpats through 2026 besed on best avadabla scianca.

FHGOALS &
UTCOMES

Pressures from increasing nesde for land and resowrces hawve resulted in fragments-
tion and degradation of many habitais across the watershed while aleo challenging the
heatth of many Bay watershed species. Conzerving healthy habitats and restoring the
connectivity and function of degraded habitats = ez=entisl to the long-term resilience
and sustainshility of the ecoeyetemn and the region's guality of life.

VITAL HABITATS

Goal: Restora, anhance, and protect a network of land and water habitats
o support fish and wildlife and to afford other public benefits, including
water quality, recreational uses and scanic value across the watarshed

2L SEnBgEmE .e Manage for 2 stable and productive arsb fishery including work-
Licome ing with the indusiry, recreational crabbars, =nd other stake-
haldars fo improve commencial and recraaional harvast ac-
oouniability. By 2018, evaluata the esinblishrment of a Bay-wida,
alocation-based management framework with annual levals set
by tha jurisdictions for tha purposa of acoounting for and adjust-
ing harvast by aadh prisdiction.

Cryeter Outcome: Fasiora nafva oysior habitat and populatiors in 10 ributanas
e by 2025 and cnsure their prolaction. Confirually incroasa finfich
and shalfish habilal and wator quality banalies from osiond

oysiar populations.

Wetlands Outcome e Continually incrozse tha capacity of wolands: to provida walar gual-
ity and hasbitat bonofils throwghout the walarshad . Crosta o reees-
tablish 525,000 acras of Sdal and non-lidal wellands and enfance
functicn of an addiional 150,000 acres of degraded watlands by
2ot These activitics may cocur in any land use {inchading wrban)
bast primarily oocwr i agriculoral or natural landscapes.

By 2025, restora, anhance and praserve wetland habitats that sup-
=mck Duck e port & wintering popuation of 100,000 blsck duck, a spacies repre-

sentatia of tha health of tidal marshes acmss the walershed. Aaling

population largets throwgh 2025 based on best avalable scienca.

h Dutcome e Confirually improve tha capacity 1o undarstand the rola of for-
age fish populations in tha Chesapeaka Bay, By 2016, davelop
a strategy lor sssassing thae foraga fish bese available s food
for pradatory spedies in the Chasapaaka Bay

t Dutcome 9 Contrually improva slactiveness of fish hakital consaration

and rastoration afiors by identilying and characterizing oriical
SpEETng, nursary and forage arass within the Bay and tibu-
tarias for important fish and shallfish and usa existing and new
tooks to miegrate information and condwd! assessmants & in-
fiormi restorafion and consarvation cffors.

Straam Health Outcome e Continually improve straam haalth and function throughout the wa-
tershed. Improve haalth and function of 10 pacent of siraam mias
above the 2008 hescling for the Chasapaaka Bay watorshed. "Nota:
a 2008 becling will ba astahlishod by 2018,

Arood; Trowut e Aastora and sustainnasrally reproducing brook trout populations in

Chesapeaka haadwater straams with an 8 percent increasa in coow-
piod habitat by 2025,
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