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Beavers were functionally extinct from much of New 

England and the east coast by the early 1700s 



The beaver population in North America in precolonial time is 

estimated to have been between 60 and 400 million individuals.



“This is not a land of  prospects.  There is too much wood.” – Early settler 

White Oak, West Virginia, 1913
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In 1943, only 9% of  the Potomac basin was served by secondary sewage treatment plants (particle 

removal and purification), 80% was served by primary sewage treatment plants (just particle 

removal), and 11% had no treatment facility at all. (ICPRB)
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Questions?

Erik Michelsen

Administrator

Anne Arundel County Watershed 

Protection & Restoration Program

pwmich20@aacounty.org

aarivers.org
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