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If our goal is to create green, healthy  
sustainable schools and school districts…. 
 

Who is our audience? 
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• 132,183  Schools 
• 13,588 School Districts 
• 110,140  Principals 
• 14,000  Superintendents 
• 138,000 Other District Administrators 
• 3,755,125 Teachers 
• 54,876,000  Students 

Digest of Education Statistics – 2010-11 







In a time of drastic change it is 
the learners who inherit the 
future. The learned usually 
find themselves equipped to 
live in a world that no longer 
exists.” 
 
― Eric Hoffer, Reflections on the Human Condition 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9843.Eric_Hoffer
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/661093


Creating green, healthy, sustainable 
schools is the most important 
education initiative of the 
century…. 
 
It is ultimately about developing 
learners who embrace their role as 
members of the whole earth 
community.  
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Where we learn matters…  
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How we learn matters…. 
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What we learn matters…. 



A journey, not a destination 
The road to a green school campus 



Whole School Sustainability Report, 2013 

http://centerforgreenschools.org/sites/default/files/resource-files/Whole-School_Sustainability_Framework.pdf




http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html


Results 

• 248 schools; 37 districts; 9 
IHEs 

• 30+ participating states 
• New collaborations 
• More resources into schools 



http://eelinked.naaee.net/n/elp/posts/2014-State-ELP-Report








Program 
Components 

1.  Professional Development 
 

2. Five GreenSchools! Investigations  
 
3. Environmental Service-Learning Action 

Projects 
 





http://www.usgbc.org/resources/green-schools-menu-options-state-legislators














http://www.chps.net/dev/Drupal/node/133




http://www2.epa.gov/iaq-schools
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/tools-and-resources/energy-star-score-k-12-schools
http://www2.epa.gov/education
http://www2.epa.gov/schools


http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census%23/
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GSNN Looks Beyond the Conference 

80 non-profits emerge 
with green schools in title 
or  with green school 
initiatives.   
In 2008, the Green 
Charter School Network 
(GCSN), the pre-curser to 
GSNN, is incorporated. 
GSNN convenes thought 
leaders to establish 
Green Print 1.0 . 

GSNC changes its name to 
Green Schools National 
Network (GSNN). 
GSNN launches Green 
Schools National 
Conference. 
GSNN establishes  an 
Advisory Board with 
representatives from 40 
non-profits, corporate, 
federal and state agency, 
and green school 
partners, 

GSNN supports USGBC, Eco-
Schools, Earth Day Network  
to establish the US 
Department of Education  
Green Ribbon Award 

GSNN completes the first 
comprehensive review of  
green school metrics and 
programs.  Proposes a 
common rating system. 
GSNN and UC Denver 
pilots 1st study on green 
school impact on student 
learning 

GSNN participates in USGBC convening of  thought leaders to 
determine common metrics for “Measuring Our Impact”   
• Environmental footprint of schools 
• Health and well being 
• Environmental  and Sustainability Literacy 

GSNN completes Strategic Plan to leverage expertise beyond 
the Green Schools National Conference. 
GSNN revamps GreenNotes as an online /social media outlet 
for evidence-based resources for the green schools 
movement.  In ten years GreenNotes will reaches 1,000,000 .     

GSNN uses “Measuring our Impact” metrics to 
create  GreenPrint 2.0. 
GSNN and partners identify 30  hub schools and 
districts across the country who will implement 
GreenPrint 2.0 and participate in rigorous evaluation 
of impact instructional/operations model.  

GSNN sustains and grows conference to 1200 
attendees reaching 8838 schools, 530 school 
districts, and 6,448,269 students 

GSNN and USGBC Center for Green School 
co-host and grow Green School Conference 
and Expo into international event with 
4000 annual attendees from 40 countries, 
2000 school districts  serving at least 50% 
of the students in the U.S. 

2000-2009 2010 2011 2012 

2011-15 

2016-26 

2015-16 2015-16 

2016-18 

00 15 16 17 26 01 02 05 03 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 04 

2018-26 
GSNN and hub schools host site seminars, provide 
professional development, and school/district level 
coaching .    
GreenPrint Schools and District s demonstrate how 
GreenPrint schools impact students.  Network grows 
to 200 schools , serving  50,000  students 





Promising Practices 
Ready to Scale…. 



•  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



March 30 – April 1, 2015 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 

8,838 SCHOOLS 
530 SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
221,898 TEACHERS  
6,448,269 STUDENTS 
 





When we face the future, we can see 
that there is no such thing as 
unskilled work.  
 

Skills for work, citizenship, and 
college readiness are now essentially 
the same. 

 



The learners who inherit the 
future will need: 
 
1. Higher order thinking skills 
2. Global and ecological thinking 

skills 
3. Skill and mindset for 

innovation 
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