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2019 SAV#s
66,387 acres of  SAV were mapped 
in 2019 (#s still preliminary)

-This is 51% of  the CBP’s 2025 
restoration target of  130,000 acres 
and 36% of  the partnership’s 
185,000-acre goal.

-Although the 66,387 acres mapped 
in 2019 is a 70% increase from the 
38,958 acres observed during the 
first survey in 1984, it is a 17% 
decrease from the preceding 10-year 
average of  79,738 acres and a 38% 
decrease from 2018 when it was 
estimated that the Bay may have 
supported up to 108,078 acres of  
underwater grasses.

https://www.chesapeakeprogress.co
m/abundant-life/sav

https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/sav


www.chesapeakebaysavwatchers.com

Participating Partners: 
ShoreRivers
Havre de Grace Maritime Museum Environmental Center
Severn River Association
Arundel Rivers Federation 

Chesapeake Bay SAV Watchers

Chesapeake Bay SAV Watchers is a program to provide volunteer
scientists with an engaging and educational experience with SAV
while also generating useful data for Bay scientists and managers.
This is the first official SAV monitoring program for volunteer
scientists developed by the Chesapeake Bay Program. 2017/2018
GIT-Funded Project contracted to IAN/UMCES.

Head of  the Bay Alliance? 
Baltimore County 
conducts an extensive 
SAV survey annually 
in BC waters, so not 
as much need here, 
but BCPS may also 
start to monitor in 
some? 

http://www.chesapeakebaysavwatchers.com/


SAV Sentinel Site Program Implementation 
(summer 2021)

Chesapeake Bay SAV Sentinel Site Program
Project to develop SAV Monitoring Program web 
pages for the CBP website (EPA Innovation grant 
funding, contracted to TetraTech/Bob Murphy).

Sentinel Site Protocol 
Development Team: 

Brooke Landry
Cassie Gurbisz
Erin Shields
Becky Golden
Jon Lefcheck
Chris Patrick



STAC Satellite and SAV Workshop
Results:

Via the NextView License Agreement, federal agencies and their partners 
can access and task NGA for high resolution satellite imagery. The imagery, 

if  acquired and if  obtained during optimal conditions, is comparable to 
aerial photography and can be used for hand delineation of  CB SAV beds. 

AI will eventually automate the process, but significantly more data and 
algorithm development is necessary. 

Final recommendations:

• Full-Bay Tasking Exercise
• Calibration Exercise
• Reconvene to determine final recommendations based on above
• Continue SAV detection algorithm development and associated 

biological data collection 

Report under review in STAC, will be presented at STAC Quarterly meeting 
in March. 2019/2020 STAC Workshop funding.



2020 GIT Funding; CBP Communications Workgroup/SAV Workgroup 
collaboration, contracted to Action Research. 

Community Based Social Marketing Project



2021 GIT-Funded Project. STAR/SAV Workgroup 
collaboration. Award recipient will be announced soon.

Modeling Climate Impacts on Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) 
in the Chesapeake Bay 

This project will address the role of  climate stressors on 
Chesapeake Bay SAV, including warming temperatures, rising sea 
levels, chronic low oxygen concentrations, and increased runoff  
driven by greater precipitation and more frequent, intense storm 

activity. 
Balancing current successful nutrient management strategies with 

these emerging stressors will be one of  the biggest challenges 
that the Chesapeake Bay management community faces. 

(along these same lines, we’re also involved with a STAC Workshop 
Proposal titled Rising Watershed and Bay Water Temperatures—

Ecological Implications and Management Responses: A Proactive 
Programmatic CBP STAC Workshop Proposal)



SAV Restoration Protocol and Technical Guidance Manual

Chesapeake Bay 
SAV Restoration Protocol 

and Technical Guidance Document

Green Fin Studio

2020 GIT-Funded Project, Contracted to Green Fin Studio (Dave Jasinski
is lead) with SAV consultation by Cassie Gurbisz, SMCM. 



SAV Syn Segment Description Project
92 CBP Segments were grouped 
where feasible to reduce total 
number of  right ups to 64

https://gis.chesapeakebay.net/sav/ and  https://mobjack.vims.edu/sav/savwabmap/

https://gis.chesapeakebay.net/sav/
https://mobjack.vims.edu/sav/savwabmap/


SAV Management Strategy and 2-Year Workplan

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/documents/22042/2020-2021_sav_logic_and_action_plan.pdf
and

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/documents/22042/sav_management_strategy_v3.pdf

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/documents/22042/2020-2021_sav_logic_and_action_plan.pdf
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/documents/22042/sav_management_strategy_v3.pdf


World Seagrass Conference 2022 and 
International Seagrass Biology Workshop 14
Hosted by IAN/UMCES and the SAV Workgroup
Signs of  Success

The Graduate Annapolis
Annapolis, MD
August 7th – 12th, 2022

ISBW is the only international meeting 
specifically tailored to seagrass scientists, professionals and students.

www.isbw14.org

ISBW 14 and WSC 2022

http://www.isbw14.org/


Questions??



New Quarterly Meeting Structure
1st Quarter: February (4 hours)
2nd Quarter: May (2 hours)
3rd Quarter: August (All day with filed trip)
4th Quarter: November (2 hours)

SAV Workgroup Business

Workgroup Google Drive
Clearing house for all SAV Workgroup projects and products.  

Questions or Concerns? 
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