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Chesapeake Legal Alliance
CLA’s goal is to effect systematic and permanent
improvement in Chesapeake Bay watershed health
through improved compliance and enforcement of
existing laws, and the development of more
effective laws, regulations, and policies.
We advocate for and we empower communities
with innovative, informed, and creative legal tools
and resources to ultimately protect water quality
and ensure a healthy future.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Small non-profit located in Annapolis

We offer some direct services, including legal education and policy development

While we are small, we work with a tremendous network of attorneys throughout the watershed that offer their direct legal services on a probono basis to people and organizations that are working for a cleaner Bay and healthier Bay communities

Individuals and partners come to us with their legal issues, we do an intake on our end, and if the issue fits within CLA’s mission, we send out a request for assistance to our attorney network and hopefully find a good fit for the issue quickly.

We leverage over 2 million dollars in free legal services a year.



What were we asked to do?

• Find what’s out there

• Create a Searchable Database

• Draft a Comprehensive Narrative 
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We were tasked with figuring out what statutes, regulations, and policies exist in the watershed (both federal and state)
Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, and DC
Also Florida – for a comparison of how a state outside of the watershed handles this resource

We took all of that information and put it into a searchable database

And then drafted a narrative explaining the existing statutes and regs, and offering some recommendations as to how they might be changed to offer strong protection to SAV

The hope is that by having a comprehensive resource of what exists, the reader will be able to draw comparisons between Bay jursidictions and better understand how different laws, regulations, and policies can have different effects. And also how they might be changed to get the Bay Program closer to its SAV goals.

We signed the GIT contract with the Chesapeake Bay Trust in April of 2018, and we sent Becky Golden the finished product at the end of March of this year.   



What does it look like?
Existing Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Statutes and Regulations Affecting 

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation

Photo by Will Parson/Chesapeake Bay Program



Some Things to Note

• Statute v. Regulation v. Policy
• Federal Preemption
• WOTUS Rule
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Federal law, unless there is a specific exception included, serves as the floor level of regulation 
States can enact laws and regulations that are stricter than federal law, but not looser

What is and is not a “waters of the United States” and therefore covered under the Clean Water Act
Rumor has it that we can expect a final rule in August





Who Worked on This?

• Amy Stevens
• Becky Golden
• Those with substantive knowledge
• CLA Volunteer Attorneys
• CLA Staff and Interns
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Virginia Marine Resources Commission
Army Corps of Engineers 
Virginia DEQ
VIMS
Maryland Board of Public Works
MDE
DNREC Delaware Dept of Natural Resources and Environmental Control
DNR

Ridge Hall
Cynthia Taub
Mary Staley
Don Boesch
Nick Dipasquale




What’s Next?

• Living Document
• Contact CLA
• Questions
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Want this to be accurate and relevant
If things are not correct, or things change, let us know!

This will be posted on the SAV Workgroup website as well as on CLA’s website.





Chesapeake Legal Alliance
501 Sixth Street

Annapolis, MD 21403
(410) 216-9441

chesapeakelegal.org
mbrown@chesapeakelegal.org
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