
An initiative funded by NOAA-BWET and supported by a partnership between the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service and MAEOE, in cooperation with MSDE and MD DNR, with the support of national and regional 
partner organizations and topical experts, this project will provide professional development 
opportunities and comprehensive online project instructional resources to enable students, teachers, 
administrators & school facilities personnel to effectively plan, utilize & sustain a variety of 
environmental projects on school grounds: 

Whole site planning 
Projects to provide habitat for wildlife 

Projects to improve water quality 
Projects to support a healthy school environment  
Projects to reduce environmental impact and cost;  

Projects to incorporate natural elements to encourage outdoor learning & discovery 
 
 

 

The School Grounds for Learning Project 

This is a three-year project with resource development continuing through the end of 2016. 
Online resources will be posted on the NOAA Bay Backpack website beginning in 2016. Currently, new 
environmental literacy & school grounds for learning materials are posted on www.maeoe.org . 
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http://www.maeoe.org


A comprehensive 

environmental literacy 

section, covering local, 

regional & national E-Lit 

and offering a toolbox of 

E-Lit resources 

What’s Currently Available: 
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“E-Lit 101” Toolbox:  resources 

for anyone to easily learn and 

be able to explain  E-lit to 

others; downloadable    E-Lit 

one-pagers 
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A School Grounds for 

Learning Project 

Overview Section 

--J. Dieguez 2015-- 



Resource & Training Center  

A comprehensive Resource & Training Center is currently being formatted for posting, 
featuring:  
 

• Professional Development Resources: Calendar, Jobs, EE Certification, State Resources 
(Mid-Atlantic), School Grounds for Learning Trainings, etc. 

 

• Green Schools & Centers Resources (State & National) 

 

• Environmental Literacy Resources 

 

• Individual Project Resources (for further research past initial project instructions) 

 

• Resources by State (Mid-Atlantic) (e.g., state EE orgs, etc.) 

 

• Environmental Education Resources 

 

• Scientific Libraries 
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 Projects to Provide Habitat for Wildlife:  
 Tree & Woodland Projects, Wetlands, Native Plants/ Invasive Species, Meadows, Streams, 
Grow Out Stations, Habitat Features 
 

Projects to Improve Water Quality:  
Rain Gardens, Bio-Retention & Storm Water Management, Green Roofs & Living Walls  
 

Projects to Support a Healthy School Environment: 
Air Quality Preservation, Farm to School Projects/Programs, Green Cleaning & Classroom 
Supply Procurement; Integrated Pest Management (IPM); Physical Fitness/Outdoor Time.  
 

Projects to Conserve Resources: Reduce Environmental Impact & Cost:  
School Energy Efficiency & Alternative Energy; Building Design & Performance; Waste 
Reduction & Recycling;  Improved Water Quality, Efficiency & Conservation; Responsible 
Transportation: Carpooling, Walking & Biking Programs 
 

Projects to Encourage Outdoor Learning and Discovery: 
Nature play/discovery spaces; Outdoor Classrooms 

Project sections are under development through Fall 2016.  Each project section will include 
info on site assessment, design implementation, site management, and student involvement. 

School Grounds For Learning Projects 
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SAMPLE PROJECT 

MAIN PAGE 



	
	Specific	Project	

(e.g.,	Tree	Micronursery)	
	
	
Introduction	to	(Specific	Project):	
	
Assessment:	

· Assessing	your	site	for	a	specific	project				(Links	to	main	assessment	page	for	
X	project	category)	

· (Specific	Project	tools	and	tips	if	applicable)			
	
Design:		How-to	instructions	to	design	project	including	variations	of	project	&	
applicable	templates	
	
Implementation:		Instructions	&	resources	for	successful	implementation/	
installation,	applicable	templates	
	
Site	Management:	

· Maintenance	
· Safety	&	Risk	Management	(if	applicable)	
· Regulations	(general	and	where	to	look	for	state/local	regulations)**	
· Preventing	&	overcoming	common	barriers	&	challenges	

	
**This	page	must	remain	applicable	to	a	broad	multi-state	audience.	More	detailed	info	in	
Resources	section.	

	

Resource	&	Training	Center:	
· X	Project		Category	Resources	
· Main	Resources	&	Training	Center	
· Case	Studies	

	

Project 

Template 



We are making every effort to ensure that 

project information is applicable across the 

Mid-Atlantic region. A sheet listing the 

project types is available to suggest 

resources. Thank you! 

Know of resources you want to recommend, but don’t have the info on hand?  
Don’t worry, just email us at:  schoolgrounds@maeoe.org  
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