
OYSTER RESTORATION AND THE 
OYSTER FISHERY IN VIRGINIA: PAST 

AND PRESENT



64,299 square mile
drainage



250,000 + ACRES OF BAYLOR GROUND
(46,000 SEASIDE EASTERN SHORE)



VIRGINIA LEASES STATE-BOTTOM FOR PRIVATE  OYSTER 
AQUACULTURE VENTURES

One of the oldest but 
most progressive 
private oyster ground 
leasing systems in the 
world
130,000 acres  are 
currently under lease
$1.50/acre for rent
To date, 396 
applications pending 
for an additional 23,572 
acres
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OYSTER LANDINGS (1880 - 2015)
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OYSTER LANDINGS (1880 - 2015)
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Gear Types Versus Harvest

Patent Tong	1980	1981	1982	1983	1984	1985	1986	1987	1988	1989	1990	1991	1992	1993	1994	1995	1996	1997	1998	1999	2000	2001	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	379	436	345	278	423	440	373	225	5	41	60	89	37	5	8	11	18	14	7	12	5	8	4	31	3	5	0	5	4	6	7	14	11	11	Dredge	1980	1981	1982	1983	1984	1985	1986	1987	1988	1989	1990	1991	1992	1993	1994	1995	1996	1997	1998	1999	2000	2001	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	160	138	141	94	121	121	131	44	0	0	1	2	7	1	0	0	38	25	36	57	34	70	138	93	128	114	56	57	53	78	111	133	88	130	Hand Scrape	1980	1981	1982	1983	1984	1985	1986	1987	1988	1989	1990	1991	1992	1993	1994	1995	1996	1997	1998	1999	2000	2001	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	32	100	24	117	286	251	160	191	246	296	316	347	429	Harvest	704848	464280	329492	334749	308392	328338	501075	325527	165061	88635	59883	53288	34355	7401	18583	3710	8801	4416	19620	4758	1823	17354	25057	19729	65182	98186	44898	35856	56310	57315	99731	127371	150692	213152	Years
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TRADITIONAL VS WILD (CALENDAR YEAR)
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WHERE DO WE PLANT SHELL AND WHY 
THERE?



WHEN TO 
REPLENISH?



~75,000 ACRES OPEN TO HARVEST A YEAR
~125,000 ACRES OPEN TO HARVEST OVER A 
FULL ROTATION CYCLE



~10,000 ACRES SURVEYED ANNUALLY



REEF RESTORATION AS OF 2006





Restoration Today22
Continually increase finfish and shellfish
habitat and water quality
benefits from restored oyster
populations. Restore native oyster
habitat and populations in 10 tributaries
by 2025 and ensure their
protection.

Restore, enhance and protect a network
of land and
water habitats to support fish and
wildlife, and to afford other
public benefits, including water quality,
recreational uses and
scenic value across the watershed.



MERGING DIFFERENT OUTCOMES INTO 
SHARED GOALS

• Restoration for direct support of a fishery
• Restoration for ecological benefits 



HOW WILL OYSTER RESTORATION 
OUTCOMES HELP?

• Oysters are a habitat, a fishery, clean the water AND are delicious
• Oyster restoration is tangible 
• Other outcomes will directly benefit oyster restoration
• Build engagement with wider goals 
• Oyster can be a component of near shore restoration projects







THANK YOU
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