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Source: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1049264&ext=pdf

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1049264&ext=pdf


USDA’s Take on Cover Crops and Nutrients

• As a “trap crop”, a cover crop will store nutrients from manure, 
mineralized organic nitrogen or underutilized fertilizer until the 
following years’ crop can utilize them, reducing nutrient runoff and 
leaching.

• When a cover crop is managed for its contribution to soil nitrogen, 
the application of a nitrogen fertilizer for the subsequent crop may be 
less, thereby lowering costs of production, reduced nitrogen losses to 
the environment and reducing the use of purchased nitrogen 
fertilizer…

Source: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/technical/?cid=nrcs144p2_027252.  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/technical/?cid=nrcs144p2_027252


Soil Health (One Possible Definition)

Farmers protect existing soil from erosion and enhance 
soil structure, infiltration rates, organic content, microbial 
health through the use of practices such as cover crops, 
conservation tillage, manure and fertilizer injection, and 
prescribed grazing. 

After multiple years of practice implementation, farmers 
are able to reduce nutrient applications as soil health 
increases crop productivity.
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High Residue Tillage Cover Crop Enhanced Nutrient Management

Soil Health Implementation and Remaining Opportunity Across CBW in 2017

Land Use Domains: High Residue Tillage placed upon all crops excluding silage; Cover Crops placed upon all crops excluding double crops, small grains and silage; Enhanced nutrient management placed upon 
all crops excluding double crops, small grains and silage
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