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Tri-State Legislative Commission

Established by MD, VA, PA laws in 1980’s to: 

▪ Assist legislatures in evaluating and 
responding to Bay and watershed concerns;

▪ Promote intergovernmental cooperation and 
coordination for resource planning;

▪ Enhance the functions and powers of existing 
offices and agencies; 

▪ Coordinate region’s policy interests with  Congress.

Chesapeake Bay Commission 



Who’s at the Table?

2021 Leadership  
Chair Delegate David Bulova (VA-D) and Vice-Chairs Senators Gene Yaw (PA-R) & Guy Guzzone (MD-D)



Governor of MD

EPA Administrator

Governor of VA Governor of PA

Mayor of DC

Chair of Chesapeake Bay 

Commission

Governor of NY

Governor of WV

Chesapeake Bay Program

Of all the 

partners, 

only the 

CBC 

represents 

the 

legislatures
Governor of DE



2. Background
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Practices & Programs

60% of future nitrogen reductions planned will  

come from 8 BMPs -- the same that have 
delivered the reductions to date

 Animal Waste Management Systems

 Nutrient Management Core Nitrogen

 Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plans

 Tillage Management (Continuous High-Residue)

 Forest Buffers

 Forest Buffers (Streamside with Exclusion 
Fencing)

 Grass Buffers

 Cover Crops (Traditional)



52.5 M lbs. Remaining N Reductions 

+     5.0 M lbs.        Climate Change
+     6.0 M lbs.  Conowingo     

63.5 M lbs. Revised N Reductions

2025 Nitrogen Goals for Clean Water



3. Federal Requests



Appropriations: Full Funding
Agriculture: Long-term practices & TA

Stormwater: Green infrastructure, TA, & DOD



CBC Priorities
✓Fund ACE at authorized levels

▪EPA $90.5M

▪USFWS WILD Program $15M

▪NPS Gateways & Watertrails $3M

✓USGS $16.o5M

✓DOD Fund for BMP installation & maintenance



FY22 Budget Request
…72% of the pollutant load reductions are planned to come from the 

agricultural sector. This can only happen with increased CTA. The 

Commission also supports targeted, enhanced CTA to the Susquehanna 
River basin and other high-impact agricultural basins in the Bay watershed.



 Civilian Conservation [Climate] Corps
 Stormwater and Green Infrastructure (MS4s)
 “Conservation Construction”

▪ Oyster Reefs

▪ Living Shorelines

▪ Fish Passage

 Parks and Open Space 



 Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative 

▪ Increase Mandatory Farm bill funding (EQIP, RCPP, 
CREP, ACEP)

▪ Special focus on Pennsylvania

 Streamline Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP)

 Further incentivize practices that support water 
quality and climate goals.

 Technical Assistance



3. State General Assemblies



Bay Watershed

• Half of PA land area

• 30% of the PA population

• 57% of PA farms in watershed

Pennsylvania

• 35% of the Bay watershed

• Susquehanna provides 50% of the 
Bay’s freshwater; 43% of the 
nitrogen



Resources 
Needed

$324 M/y 
Funding Gap

▪ Includes 
$24M/y staff

$100M/y  focused on
4 practices would achieve 
HALF of the reductions 
necessary

1. Ag compliance

2. Soil health

3. Forest buffers

4. Grass buffers

Photo:  NRCS-PA



 Dedicated Water Fund

 Nutrient Procurement Bill

 Agricultural Cost-Share Bill 

 Fertilizer Bill 

❖ Environmental Justice

❖ Carbon Sequestration

❖ Livestock Stream Exclusion

❖ Flexible Buffers

❖ Under Consideration

Pennsylvania



▪ Clean Water Commerce Reauthorization

▪ Climate Solutions Act

▪ Trees in Underserved Communities

▪ State Revolving Loan Fund Expansion

▪ PFAS Prohibitions and Requirements

▪ Stormwater Regulation Updates

▪ Environment and Natural Resources –
Enforcement Information

2021
90-day session

January 13-
April 12

Maryland



 Enhanced Nutrient Removal Certainty 
Program established

 Tree Preservation Study

 Agricultural Tax Credits

 Stormwater Local Assistance Fund 
Guidelines

 Prohibition on balloon releases

 Budget Amendments

2021
30-day session

January 13-
February 11

16-day Special 
Session*

February 10-
February 27

* Dates overlap

Virginia



Ann Swanson, Executive Director
aswanson@chesbay.us 410-507-0857
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