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Wetland Re-Establishment and Rehabilitation
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Many natural 
wetlands 
bypassed by 
artificial drainage

Some natural 
wetlands receive 
no runoff from ag 
land

Some natural 
wetlands receive 
runoff from ag 
land



Wetland Re-Establishment and Rehabilitation
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Re-established 
wetland with 
berm receives ag 
runoff, reduces 
preferential flow

Rehabilitation of 
wetland 
eliminates ag 
runoff bypass



Wetland Re-establishment and Wetland Rehabilitation
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Rehabilitation 
of degraded 
wetlands can 
reduce bypass 
of ag runoff

Re-established 
wetlands can 
reduce outflow 
of ag runoff to 
artificial drainage

Natural wetlands can be 
bypassed due to drainage 
ditches along field/woods edge



Wetland Re-establishment or Creation
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Natural wetlands 
bypassed by 
artificial drainage

Re-established or 
created wetland at 
downstream end 
would intercept ag 
runoff

Natural wetlands 
bypassed by 
artificial drainage



Wetland Re-establishment or Creation
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Where can we place a wetland that will receive agricultural 
runoff and keep the majority of cropland in production?



Agricultural Drainage in Pocomoke River Headwaters
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Extensive 
agricultural 
drainage short-
circuits natural 
flow paths

River 
channelization 
bypasses natural 
floodplain



Floodplain Disconnection
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5-10 Feet

Spoil levee 
blocks flow 
from river to 
floodplain



Floodplain Reconnection/Wetland Rehabilitation
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BEFORE 
RECONNECTION

AFTER
RECONNECTION



Floodplain Reconnection/Wetland Rehabilitation
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Wetland Re-Establishment
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Wetland Re-Establishment
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Wetland Re-Establishment
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Wetland Re-Establishment
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Wetland Creation (Newly Constructed) 
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Wetland Rehabilitation

16



Wetland Rehabilitation
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Wetland Rehabilitation
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Wetland Rehabilitation
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Wetland Enhancement – Woody Veg Control & Replant
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Wetland Enhancement – Woody Veg Control
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Before

After



Wetland Enhancement – Phragmites Control
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QUESTIONS?

Thank You
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