
UPDATING AND EXPANDING AN 
EDUCATIONAL BEST PRACTICE 

Teacher Supported MWEE 



MWEE History 

• Drafted in 1998 
 

• Formally adopted as a 
“keystone commitment of the 
Chesapeake 2000 Agreement 
 

• States re-endorsed MWEE in 
2005 
 

• Formally tracked in PA, MD, 
VA, and DC from 2005-09 
 

• Teachers involvement implied, 
but no guidelines included 



Best Practices Research Symposium 

 August 27-28,  2012  Annapolis 
  Explored the MWEE definition to reflect its role and 

importance in broader more systemic environmental 
education programs 

 Also looked at best practices for educators and green 
school programs 

OUTCOMES: 
 Concluded elements of original MWEE were sound 
 Draft set of best practices for teachers 

 



Draft MWEE Outcome in new Bay Agreement 

 Enable students in the region to graduate with the 
knowledge to use scientific evidence and citizenship 
skills to act responsibly to protect and restore their 
local watershed 
 OUTCOME: Increase the number of students participating in 

teacher supported meaningful watershed educational 
experiences in elementary, middle, and high school 



 



What’s New: 

 Combines student and teacher elements 
 Includes best practices for teacher professional 

development 
 Separates elements into “essential” and 

“recommended” 



Essential Student Elements 

 Teacher Supported 
 Investigative or project-oriented  
 Include an authentic, local context for the 

investigations  
 Integral part of the instructional program 
 Part of a sustained activity 
 Background research 
 Field Experiences 
 Synthesis and conclusion 

 
 



Recommended Student Elements 

 Inclusion of environmental professionals and 
resources 

  
 Emphasis on learner-centered, collaborative 

instruction 
 



Essential Elements for Teacher Training 

 Meets Jurisdictional Guidelines for Effective Teacher 
Professional Development 

 Increases Knowledge and Awareness of 
Environmental Issues 

 Includes Environmental Education Pedagogy 
 Includes Ongoing Teacher Support 

 



Recommended Elements for Teacher Training 

 Includes Adequate Instructional Time 
 
 Increases Environmental Literacy of Teacher 

 



Next Steps 

 Workgroup review: due in January 
 
 Finalized version goes to MGMT board in spring 

(prior to new Bay Agreement) 
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