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We have compiled tributary trends summaries for 12 major 
tributaries or tributary groups in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed:

What are the Tributary Trends Summaries?

Preliminary Information-Subject to Revision. Not for Citation or Distribution

1. Potomac

2. Rappahannock

3. Maryland Mainstem

4. Choptank, Little Choptank, Honga

5. York (includes Mattaponi and Pamunkey)

6. MD Upper Western Shore: 
• Bush, Gunpowder, Middle 

7. Patapsco/Back

8. MD Lower W. Shore: 
• Severn, Magothy, Rhode/West, South

9. Patuxent

10. James (includes Elizabeth and Lafayette)

11. MD Upper Eastern Shore: 
• Northeast, Back Creek, Elk, Sassafras, Chester, Eastern Bay

12. Lower E. Shore: 
• Fishing Bay, Nanticoke, Manokin, Wicomico, Big, Pocomoke, Tangier

13. Virginia Mainstem



Standard content across all summaries

“Here’s where we’re talking about”

“Here is the DO standards attainment status”

“This is how the primary water quality variables 
have changed over time”

“The possible reasons why”

“In a nutshell”

“The rest of the water quality variables, in case you’re interested”



Full Potomac Tributary Trends Report Available

https://cast.chesapeakebay.net/Home/TMDLTracking#tributaryRptsSection



• Rappahannock

• Maryland Mainstem

• Choptank, Little Choptank, Honga

• York (includes Mattaponi and Pamunkey)

• MD Upper Western Shore (Bush, Gunpowder, Middle)

• Patapsco/Back

• MD Lower W. Shore (Severn, Magothy, Rhode/West, South)

• Patuxent

• James (includes Elizabeth and Lafayette)

• MD Upper Eastern Shore: 
Northeast, Back Creek, Elk, Sassafras, Chester, Eastern Bay

• Lower E. Shore: 
• Fishing Bay, Nanticoke, Manokin, Wicomico, Big, 

Pocomoke, Tangier

• Virginia Mainstem

Remainder are Abbreviated Summaries



Current Status: FY21 plans

OLD 2021 Priorities:

• Produce figures and tables for all 12 tributary summaries (March 2021)

• 1985 – 2018 Rappahannock summary (technical meeting requested for 2021)

• 1985 – 2018 Upper Mainstem summary (draft materials in FY21; technical discussions TBD)

NEW 2021 Priorities:

• Provide figures, tables, and basic descriptive text for all tributary summaries to Partnership by April 
2021
• No Insights on Change or Summary sections

• Complete Insights On Change and Summary sections for the Rappahannock summary in 2021

• Other tributary summary priorities TBD



Current Status: Rappahannock SummaryRappahannock Summary Status

“Here’s where we’re talking about”

“Here is the DO standards attainment status”

“This is how the primary water quality variables 
have changed over time”

“The possible reasons why”

“In a nutshell”

“The rest of the water quality variables, in case you’re interested”

Pending





Where to find the Tributary Trends Summaries

https://cast.chesapeakebay.net/Home/TMDLTracking#tributaryRptsSection

On Main CAST page, click “Track 
Progress”

On “Track Progress” page, click 
“Tributary Summaries”

PDFs for all tributary summaries will 
be posted in mid-April 2021


