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Version Final Agreement Text

GOALS & OUTCOMES

VITAL HABITATS (conrawen)

GOAL: Restore, enhance and protect a network of land
and water habitats to support fish and wildlife, and to afford
other public benefits, including water quality, recreational
uses and scenic value across the watershed.

- = Continually increase access to habitat to support sustzinable
Fish Passage e migratory fish populations in the Chesapeake Bay
Outcome watershed's freshwater rivers and streams. By 2025, restore
historical fish migration routes by opening an additional 132
miles every two years to fish passage. Restoration success
will be indicated by the consistent presence of zlewife,
blusback herring, American shad, hickory shad, American eel
and brook trout, tc be monitored in accordance with
available agency resources and collaboratively developed

8 methods. *Amended on 1/24/20 by PSC; see p. 17 for details
Submerged Aquatic Q Sustan and NCrease e hadital DeNofts of SAV (UNdarwalir
Vegetation (SAV) grasses) i o Chosapoake Bay Achiove and sustan the uitimate
Qutcome outcome of 185,000 acres Of SAV Bay-wide Necsssary for a /mshorsd

Bay. PIOQIess LOWara Nis UMate cutcome will DO Measurea aganst
a target of 90,000 actes by 2017 and 130,000 acres by 2025

Forest Buffer e Continualy Increase e capacty of 1orsst DUMTers 10 PRVde waler

Outcome Quality and NADRAL DeNGfts MIOLGNOUL the WAKISNGd, RSSO 900
MHGS POr YO&r Of MPANan forest DuMle and CONSEND Gxisting bustors
until at least 70 Porcent of MParian Aeas NOLGNOUL the Watershod
am fomstad

e Contruatly INCOase UIDan oo Canopy capacty 10 provice air
Quallty, water quaity and nabitat Denafits throughout the walorshed
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GOALS & OUTCOMES

STEWARDSHIP

The long-term success of the Chesapeake Bay restoration effort will depend on local
leadership—and local action that depends primarily on a strong cltizen stewardship.
More than 800 local conservation and watershed organizations in our region are
educating and empowering citizens to restore and protect their local streams and rivers.
Tens of thousands of local citizen volunteers continue to donate their time and talent to
our shared goals. Building a larger, broader, and more diverse constituency of stewards
is vital to achieving many of the Goals and Outcomes outlined In this Agreement.

GOAL: Increase the number and the diversity of local citizen
stewards and local governments that actively support

and carry out the conservation and restoration activities

that achieve healthy local streams, rivers and a vibrant
Chesapeake Bay.

Citizen Stewardship e Increasa the number and diversity of trained and mobilized citzen

Outcome voluntears with the knowledge and skills needed to enhance the
health of thair local watarsheds.

Local Leaderghip e Continually increase the knowledge and capacity of local officials

outcome on issues related to water resources and in the implementation of
aconomic and policy incentives that will support local consarvation
actions.

Diversity Outcome Identify stakeholder groups not currently represented in the
leadership, decision-making or implementation of current

conservation and restoration activities and create meaningful
opportunities and programs to recruit and engage these groups
in the Partnership’s efforts. *Amended on 1/24/20 by PSC; see p.
17 for details.
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GOALS & OUTCOMES

LAND CONSERVATION

The landscapes around the Bay and its tributaries are ecologically, culturally, historically
and recreationally valuable to the people and communities of the region. Stimulating,
renswing and expanding commitments to conserve priority lands for use and enjoyment
is an integral part of furthering the watershed's identity and spirit.

GOAL: Conserve landscapes treasured by citizens in order
to maintain water quality and habitat, sustain working forests,
farme and maritime communities; and consarve lands of
cultural, indigenous and community value.

Protected Lands e By 2025, protect an addiional two milllon acres of lands throughout
Cutcome the watersnad—currantly identifled as high conservation priorties at
the fadaral, stata or local level—ncluding 225,000 acras of watlands .

and B95,000 acres of forest land of highest valua for malntaining
watsr quality. (2010 baseline yesr)

Continually improve our knowledge of land conversion and
La”d. Use Methods and e the associated impacts throughout the watershed. By
Metrics Developrnent December 2021, develop a watershed-wide methodology
Cutcorme and local-level metrics for characterizing the rate of
farmland, forest and wetland conversion, measuring the
extent and rate of change in impervious surface coverage
and quantifying the potential impacts of land conversion to
water quality, healthy watersheds and communities.
Launch a public awareness campaign to share this
information with local governments, elected officials and
stakeholders. *Amended on 1/24/20 by PSC; see p. 17 for details.

Land Use Options e
Evaluation Outcome or thelr representatives. evaluats policy options, Incentives and
planning tools that could assist them In continually Improving thair
capacty to reduce the rate of conversbn of agricutural lands,
forests and wetlands as well as the rate of changing landscapes
from rmore natural &nds that soak up pollutants o thoss that are
paved over, hardscapsd of othenwlss mpsmvious. Strategles shoukd
e developad 10r SUPporting local governments” and ofners” aforts
In rarienn thasa rAtes v 2ME5 and hewnnn
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AFFIRMATION

fg Chasgpeska By Frogram Farnens, wi eoogniza e nead o aooskrola mpkmediston of sotora
necessary toosohiave he Goals and Culcomas oudinged haraln and realze our shared ¥ision ol a hastiby ond

viran Chissspaska Bay walorshed

Az Cresspeaka Boy Frogram Parinems, we acknowledgs that this Agrasman Is valundary and subjact fo
T avalinbiby ol spprpiolad unds. This Agrearsd & not o coniracl o an asskioncs ageamant. 'Wa
also urdsrsiared 1hal s Agraamenl doas not pre-empl, supsrsede o ovarida oy cther lvw or reguladion
spplicableia aach signaiary.

Wa, e undersigned members o the Chasopeoke Exeoutive Coundll, re-alfim our commiman fo suppard
T doak of Fis Agrearen and o work cooparoikaly n ks Implemantstion. 'Wa agres oo waork boih
ndependamly ard colabombval foward e Goals and Cumomes of Hhis Agreament and fa implame
specific Maragemart Sraisgias o achikes tham. Brery chizen ol fis groat wabsshie=d B imwied 1o jpin wiih
e Farrenship, unkbing &5 aragion and ambracing e actions tho wil lkesd o suocess.
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Amendments to Goals and Outcomes

As discussed on page 3 of this Watershed Agreement, the signatory partners recognized that,
“As the signatories identify new opportunities and concerns, Goals or Outcomes may be
adopted or modified. Any changes or additions to Goals will be approved by the Executive
Council. The Principals’ Staff Committee (PSC) will approve changes or additions to Outcomes,
although significant changes or additions will be raised to the Executive Council for approval.
Proposed changes to Goals and Outcomes or the addition of new ones will be open for public
input before being finalized.”

On January 24, 2020, the PSC approved the following modifications to three 2014 Watershed
Agreement outcomes. The PSC agreed that final approval of these edits to the original outcomes by the
Executive Council was not necessary:

@)

Diversity: “Identify minerity-stakeholder groups not currently represented in the leadership,
decision-making or implementation of current conservation and restoration activities and create
meaningful opportunities and programs to recruit and engage these groups in the Partnership’s
efforts.”

Fish Passage: “Continually increase available access to habitat to support sustainable migratory
fish populations in the Chesapeake Bay watershed’s freshwater rivers and streams. By 2025,
restore historical fish migration routes by opening 1;000-additional-stream-miles an additional 132
miles every two years to fish passage. Restoration success will be indicated by the consistent
presence of alewife, blueback herring, American shad, hickory shad, American eel and brook trout,
to be monitored in accordance with available agency resources and collaboratively developed
methods.”

Land Use Methods and Metrics: “Continually improve our knowledge of land conversion and the
associated impacts throughout the watershed. By 2646-December 2021, develop a watershed-
wide methodology and local-level metrics for characterizing the rate of farmland, forest and
wetland conversion, measuring the extent and rate of change in impervious surface coverage and
guantifying the potential impacts of land conversion to water quality, healthy watersheds and
communities. Launch a public awareness campaign to share this information with local
governments, elected officials and stakeholders.”
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